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CHAPTER XIV. 

As they moved cowards, following the course 
of the Sdne, along its southern ade, the hum 
of the city gradually died away. They left the 
Hotel of the Invalids behind them towards the 
left, and passed parallel to the military school, 
and the Champ de Mars^ whore the Pont de Jena 
now stands, and opposite to the since projected 
site of the palace of the king of Rome. The 
ni^ht was dark, and the river was visible below 
them only by the light of the lamps which lined 
its banks, reflected deep into its bosom, and seem- 
ing a regular colonnade of brilliant pillars rising 
from the bottom of tlie stream. Cornelius was 
silent, for his mind was filled with thought, and 
he saw the^necessity of clear consideration and 
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4 THE PRIEST, AND 

renolute reflection. Armand talked fluently, 
and detailed to his companion much of hifl rr^ 
publican career, which the latter listened to with 
^reat interest, as a basis for the regulation of his 
own conduct in what was to come. 

They reached at length the Plaine de Grenellc^ 
and traversing its dreary paths, they arrived in 
alK)ut an hour under the kdge of the wcxxled 
hills which stretch from Meiidon to the heights of 
St. Cloud, from which they are separated by the 
ravine that forms the road to Versailles. The 
m(X)D rose fully, and shone upon the lands<*afK>, 
which is, in that point of view, the most beauti- 
ful in the envinms of Paris. The ('bateau of 
Bellevue, at that time inhabited by the kingV 
aunts, but since demolished, stood on the top of 
tlie eminence, and a little lower down were the 
thickly planted grounds of the hill called La 
Buftc de Coaslifty which had l)een laid out ;it 
great cost, by one of the mistressi*s of Louis X V. 
from whom the place takes its name. 'J'he white 
walls of the villa were M?en through the spnees 
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TU£ GABDE-DU-COBPS. 5 

of the plantation, shining in the reflection of the 
moon beams, and the little cottage below peeped 
out from tlie young trees and shrubs, in the 
spreading foliage of which it seems, at the pre- 
sent day, to hide from the summer heats and the 
gaze of the admiring traveller. The wooden 
bridge, then old and crumbling, stretched across 
the river, an object far more picturesque 
than the splendid construction whose arches 
span it now ; and above rose the thick wood of 
St. Cloud, winch spreads far along the Seine, 
and down to the banks that bound its winding 
course. 

C<»iielius stopped for awhile in the narrow 
patli, on the brow of the hill, along which his 
companion led the way ; and while he contem- 
plated the calm beauty of the fomey and felt as 
if his whole thoughts could smoothly float on 
the ^v^-surfaced stream, he was roused by 
Ai mumi,. jgho aTngped Aort, and said aloud — 

*< Now, citizen, we are arrived, in the name of 
liberty advance and enter." 



Curnalius started at the summons, but recoU 
Uiiii^d instantly the purpose tie had in mind, and 
with an unhesitating step he followed close upon 
his guide. They entered a cavity in the earth, 
alniost wholly concealed by branching shrubs, 
and Artnand having whispered some watch- word, 
a man dressed in black received tliem in silence, 
NUil nmtioned them to pass on. The passage 
was narrow and wiiuling, dimly lighted at inter- 
vals by melancholy lantps, which shone on the 
dark walls, and shewed occanionally grim orna> 
meuts of skulls and txmes. They penetrated 
far into one of those excavations which are 
fiirmed all along the face of the bill, and which 
^ere urigiiuilly intended for wine vaults, and 
must of then) used as sueh« In the deptli of 
one of these reoeeaest the society of the Illumi- 
nat) Iveld their aeoret n^eetings. Every thing 
whieh eoultl iin|)o«e on the miuda of the weak» 
i\r ixHMe the iuu^ination of the enthusiastie pro- 
se)yie» was stmliett in the A\'ortUi(ms of the^ 
\>av^HH\ eouiHnVchanvber aint itA approaches. 
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Dan lights^ black hangn^s, scattered iikstni- 
aeats of daatfa, and mementoes of mortality 
lere dRfdajed m scanty and solemn anaogcw 
■ent. Annandkd on followed by Cornelius 
vhd £dt no sentiment bat contempt for the im- 
posing mummery; but at lei^^ when they 
neached an opfwing space, which Armaud 
mnrwmnfd as the anti-chamber of the council 
mom, «Nir heio started with honor, and felt his 
liloud nm diill as he obscrred three or four 
naked ooipteslyii^ on the flkior, in the brenst tif 
«ach of whidi a di^gger was stuck, while from 
each a stream of blood ran tnckliog. 

Jkimand saw his emotiao, and smiled. He 
feh a spedes of triiuiph in the momentary ex- 
piessian of alarm, which CoradiiK^'s fooe dis- 
played. But the latter construed his smile in a 
cfiffiatentseoae. He thotight be saw in it the 
Hooking treachery of a muidenius intention: 
He shrank back, and turned hts; head round 
with the view of flyiiig £nHn the place, when be 
two men dressed in black, with naked 



i^^f$4^ iff iimf imuiuf whf Ufui (Mhw^ii ttiUfHily, 
mf ^mmfnji^fm^ tt^ffmrnim at I'imnUfnmwj^, 

Uf¥ i!^w Uini i4 yimf iUMfUjift mu\ ^'ifUm!^' 

WiiU iUtmi wm'du im knmkmi tu a iUan' 
MiHTtf iimfu f^t^t t^ Mm r*tffly\ng #iill in whit^M-^r* 

^ mu\ lUmuAUiM tmiui mUniiUtdf ii vUmtal H^Mfu 
wiiii ti ttfi4iUtff mmmif iUtU wm tib^ the t^rUtHiiii 

mid mt^fwA 1^ Uill tt #U^y iff fftfiHfiimii tlMHig(»i« 
mni fUmU, 'l%t iAfimUttr wrn^, likti if$tf nfh 
pfi$m4wu Uf Ut ffAmiy ilgUlmi ami miUy mUpffWii' 
A h^ik \t$ty tm iifu iuUlu^ wiUi wriiUfg fmusrinU 
TiifMi fpf fimr ftHggttfH wfifti iiM im\y t^httr farui- 
uiffif mni iUfHr h\mUm wttfti Miatumi i» UUhhI. 
\ ff:w 9m\^i\ t{imfiiUHiM waro itruiHHmi u$ Ai- 
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maud, as to the. name, age and quality of the 
fiiend whom he thus introduced for admisBaon to 
the aoctety. These answered, and entered in the 
register, whidi laj on the tabte, Comdius was 
asked if he was ready to gire his first proof of 
his patriotisni, his devotion to the cause of 
freedom, and his hatred of its foes. He answered 
m the affinnatiTe ; and then it was demanded of 
Annand whether he was willingto set the exam- 
ple to his friend of the deed which he would 
be called upon to perform. Annand replied that 
he was, and cm the word, a coitaiB was drawn^ 
wUch disclosed a cave still darker than the other, 
from the undistinguiriiable depths of which 
low groans were heard to proceed. They be- 
came giadoalty louder, and finally a blond- 
atained coodi was brought fcN-ward by two men, 
and on which lay bound another, writhing in 
apparent.agony. 

^ Take the dagger, brother,* said the pren- 
dent in a hollow, yet fierce tone. ^ Take the 
dagger, and strike the Arislocrat to the heart.*^ 

Armand seized the weapony and adyancec! 

b3 



10 THE PBIEST, AND 

towards tbe coadi. The man who lay <xi it, 
and who seaned suffering under the infliction of 
torture, no aoaoer saw the uplifted weapcHi, than 
be uttered a shriek, which seemed to pierce Cor- 
ndius*s heart, andscreamed aloud for mercy ! 

^^ No mercy for the Aristocrat-^no hope for the 
Royalist,^' cried Armmid ; <^ blood, blood, in the 
name of our country and om* revenge T and 
with the last word be struck the dagger full 
against the supfdiant^s breast. A stream of 
blood followed the weapon as he drew it back — 
a deeper groan issued from the body, and both 
executioner and victim were instantly concealed 
by the black curtain which fell between them 
and the witnesses of the deed. 

€ome]ius stood shocked with astonishment 
and horror. A few minutes of dreadful »Ience 
passed over, when the curtain was slowly raised, 
and the mute attendants carried forth a dead 
body, the poignard fast in its bleeding bosom. 
They passed the door, and Cornelius's heart sunk 
as he heard the dead weight of the ccH*pse fall 
on the earthen floor. 



* The couch was again biou^t forward, and 
on it lay anotb^ man, apparently more ex- 
hausted or more^m than the first, for he only 
heaved heavy sighs, and but half turned his pallid 
face, and scarce open eyes, with indifference or 
insen^bility on the scene. 

*^ Now, citizen, take that dagger and rid the 
country of one enemy more, establishing your 
right to her gratitude, and our confidence. 
Take up the dagger,^ cried the president. 

Cornelius in the abstraction of terror, seized 
the weapon — advanced as it were instinctively 
towards the oouch — raised his arm while his 
brain reeled — but started in instantaneous recol- 
lection of the scene before him, and of the deed 
he was about to ccnnmit. The dagger was fall- 
ing from his hand, when the prostrate man 
called to him in a smothered whisper, inaudible 
or unnoticed by the persons at the table, and the 
mute attendants, *' strike fearlessly, Cornelius — 
it is I, Armand— there is no reality in your 
blow; I wear acoi^et, and your dagger's blade 
runs up into its own hilt,— strike V^ 
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A quick iM>iivicik>ii flaidiecl ttcr<Mi» l.ori&eliuM 
iniiid. He mw tlittt all wan a hideow$ triek to try 
die nerves of tiie proiseiytev. tf e struck at Um^ 
Ikmoiu of hU [wetended victiiii. Tlie groan 
muedf aiid tlie blocxl flowed — and the curtain 
fell between him and the counciUehan»ber. 

Aniiund ttprang u|>on hi» feet^ and wa« with 
rnir liero hurried by the muU»H into another 
mom, where brilliant lightn nhewed a party of 
u|)ward» of a hundred young men, carouMng, 
eating, cirinking, and enjoying thetniielTeMi in 
•trange iumtruHi to the frightful ordeal througii 
which the uninitiated wera made U> patm, Tbi» 
nuickery of blood and horror wait utied, a« CW* 
HeKu$ had numimd^ to [irove the ciiurage and 
iieh|K*ration of i\u>mi wiu> widied for admittance. 
Thotie who had gone tlirougli the trial acu^ the 
IMtrt of tlie bttcrificed Arii»tocratM. Dead bodies 
wi*rc procured from the iio«pitaU and burial' 
gn>uiid>jy and danger to the acuirn avoided by 
spring daggers, and aincealed breaMt-plateif, 
while bladders containing biood were made to 
burst by tlie luumless blows* 
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After time initiaiofj boirois^ which maoy 
of the highly excbed youths woiildy m ihftt hey- 
diy of it|mliftiM%fifniy, have globed io had 
they bee&reil, the newly arfmittfd member was 
Ji at cnoe intiodnoed into the scene of featiTe 
cfgoymeni before described. Beyond that ibent 
was nothing tenibie An oath of patriolisn and 
wctesfy a signal oomnmnicated, and a certain 
mm d ep o s i t e d to aid the general fand, — and all 
the cewonies of installation were completed. 

Cornelias went thnnigh all^ and retired with 
Amand, who excused fass not baling communis 
cated the unreal nature of the ceremonies to his 
companion on the plea of his oath of secre^. 
Cornelias admitted the excuse; and before 
■lomiiig he reached Paii&» bearing a certificate 
of hb dTisnii^ and consequent safety, and his 
head stfll troubled with bewildering doubts of 
die truth of what had passed. 

Fnom thb night, in which he was nominally 
enrolled in the list of the Jacobins, and admitted 
into the fieUowship of their most celebrated 
sectyour hero became, to all appeannce, one of 
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the moft f tirioiM of that facdoD. Introduced by 
Armand into the dubs, and odier aMembliei ot 
the patriots, be was considered a asealoiif conTert 
to their cause* He joined the national guard, 
and was appointed to a command in one of the 
seetimis €i the city. In these capacities he had 
ftvqnent opportunities of senrii^ the queen, and 
the indulgence of an oocamonal admisnon to her 
presence, which he could not otherwise have 
obtained* He has often stood for hours of duty, 
firmly yet temperately protectii^ her in her own 
palace from the insults of his rabble associates. 
He many a time volunteered the duty of guard 
upon her, and in his capaci^ c^ officer he has 
procured her frequent private interviews with 
the king, in the dark and secret corridor behind 
her iqxntments ; and more than once it fell to 
his lot to watch at the open door of her bed-room 
for a whofe mgfat, pursuant lo the brutal orders 
given him, and to alleviate the indignities she 
was exposed tot, by his delicate respect, and bis 
ardent assurances of support and assistance* 
The dretry winter of 1791 thus passed over. 
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UHik pbsr hittm llie king and qi 
He iJM ■111 » i nj i fa i ft j ■Hxtuie of 

at 
a g!Raft (b|pii.i €■ cung^ and ^11119 
nkiap 90 few as lo maaia left vkolr dajrt 
n i J i Bm iMcflia^ a sngle ^woid. Tlie ptofJe 
konied €» die firantie ccMorse m whidi therwcir 
idbfeed Iwr a few aB pua w fu l TiDaufts ^ad die 
«adhr wi«der iffKaors lo he die loi^ ddar^ 
vkidh Rtwkd die niiiwmiim rf dwir 



Hie i a w l ii ai cf die nifilary and die cirfl 
Ifcimwrtin i d of the kiBp accaaiiiiated die eaugra- 
tioBfr to siKh ao extent^ tkai he ^iras almost 
vhoUr herefk of ys fiiendi^ hot fev hariii^ coii- 
laplo oolatajr a t ae aiMMe vfakh did not kave 
hiaa a aiagle acnber of the nofaitilT in his serrke. 
He tA this decplj ; hot the qaecs loolicd on her 
giuaing f lirtifws with a complarfncy and a 
couafce that am a ul mine dian human. She 
ittB altffmhd ■widiiwni ly to dig erne of her chiL 



dreOt «od never neglecied tiie duties of her neli- 
giuo. Id one of it« nuteruJ offices Ae was 
uMunly assisted by the intenrentkm of Cornelius, 
and the aid of his friend, our worthy priest ; for 
the latter -was the clergy iDan> who, dandestinely 
iotnoduoed into the palace chapel by our hero 
on Easter morning long before the dawn ap- 
peared, officiated in the holy mysteries which Ae 
that day devoutly joined in. 

The 90th of June came on^that great forerun- 
ner of the more decisive 10th of August, On the 
former of tliese days, when the sections of Parity 
headed by Santerre, defiled through the kails of 
tlie palace, and for hours held tlieir royal prison- 
ers in a state of torturing uncertainty wone 
than actual death, our hero was among the ranks 
of the national guard ; and, true to his object, 
ilie service of the queen, he stood close by her 
kide in the council chamber, beyond which she 
could not penetrate in her efforts to get near to 
tile king* Her distress at being thus separated 
from him in bis danger was excessive ; and, at 
the very moment when he was displaying an 
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unwonted share of courage, and putting the 
soldier'^s hand upon his breast to prore that it 
beat calmly, she, upon hearing that Madame 
Elizabeth had personated her when the rabbk* 
called for her, and was then with the king, ex- 
claimed, ^^ My sister with him! She, then, 
serves for the rampart which my body should 
form ! Let me, too, join him, and, if necessary, 
die in his defence T - 

But the rush of the crowd prevented all ap- 
proach, and she sat down beside a table, on^ 
which she hdd the Dauphin sitting before her ; 
while his nster occupied a chmr close to her 
royal mother* 

Cornelius at this moment presented her with a 
tri-coloured cockade, in the double view of fur- 
thering her safety by making her bear the badge 
of patriotism, and of displaying to the fierce 
horde around him his assumed republicanism. 
She placed the cockade upon her head ; and the 
Dauphin, like his father, in another chamber, 
wore on his- the greasy bonnet rouge of a votary 
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of tho bloody frcodom which it wim tticmit to 
nymboli/iO. To those compUancci with the po- 
pular feeling tho Hvom of the royal party wen* 
probably owingi on tlttt ooeasion. 

From thin day hope lay dead ; and the lOth 
of August came on, to make, as it were, its very 
mmuiry extinct. It is needless to dwell on the 
heart-rending scenes of that dreadful day« All 
that can l>e imagined of the mental sufferings 0I 
lier whose feelings it is my nun-e porticttlar 
object to depict, must fall short of their reality i 
and, an to him^ tlie hero of my tale, enough itoa 
been said to let the reader Jitdge of the terrible 
violence of his emotion, in a crisis which must 
have driven it t<i its greatest possitile excess^ 
The accustomed fatality awaited this day tm 
every measttre taken tiy the king, when opposed 
to the qucen^s courage and acute perception of 
events. Hod the royal family remained in the 
palace of tlie Tuileries, there is but little <i^Hfbt 
but it would have resisted the attack ; tcfr ttmny 
of the national guards, and most of the sections, 
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were disposed to defend the king. When the 
morning dawned, after a night of terrible prepa. 
laticxi, the king, the queen, and Madame Eliza- 
beth went down into the court-yard, to revire, 
by their preaenoe, the drooping loyalty of the 
majcm^ of the national guards. It was there 
the heitNc Marie Antoinette displayed the daring 
eneigy of her mind, in bravely haranguing the 
faltering troops, and nrgii^ them to their duty. 
CcMiieiius was in the ranks, and he abetted her 
efforts to the last, Aouting Vive le Roif et la 
Rdme^ until the faini echcungs ot the voices 
whidi repealed his cry wane lost in the mourn* 
ful alenoe preserved by the greater number of 
the trocqps. The preparation for the attack 
proceeded rapdly, when the tardy deputation 
finom the National Assembly, inviting the king 
to take refuge with his family in thdur protec- 
ti(Hi, was recdved by the queen with the 
memorable expression, ^ I would sooner be 
'nailed to these walls T' But the strong repre- 
sentations €£ Roederer, the messenger from the 
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Awemhiy, and the inclination of the king, pre- 
vailed (jver her repugnance, and she consented 
to the proposal. The royal family accordingly 
took their way across the gardens to the Hall of 
the Assembly : the palace ivas attacked, and 
desolation and carnage covered with their black 
aftd bloody wings the fall of the French 
monarchy. 

From that period till the judicial murder of 
the king, Cornelius lived in a state of continued 
agitation and suffering. He never saw the 
queen, finding all his effirrin vain to gain admit- 
tancd to the Temple where she was confined, 
without incurring suspicion, the consequence of 
which, in those times, was almost certain death. 
He was, however, indefatigable in efforts to 
serve her cause in every possible way. He 
assumed an exaggerated air of Jacobinism in his 
de|M>rtmcnt and opinions, by which he gained a 
nmsiderable share of influence in his section, 
and he was thus enabled, in concert with others 
of the king's friends, to bring about many ollc- 
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viations to the deplorable state of him and his 
hapless family. He entered into a strict inter- 
course and correspondence with all those likely 
to give a hope of relief, either externally or in 
France, and he thus aided, at a thousand risks, 
to foster in himself and others false hopes, whicli 
added tenfold to the shock of the calamitous 
result. 

Cornelius had an additional source of anxiety 
in Father 0*Collogan, who was forced to quit 
Versailles from the violence of the persecutions 
to which all the clergy were subjected, and 
took refuge in disguise under the very roof of 
Cornelius's lodging. Many privations on the 
part of the priest, and stratagems on his friend's, 
were necessary to elude the vigilant eye of the 
jacobin police; but, by a rigid attention to 
Cornelius's suggestions and by the good luck 
which leads some men with safety through perils 
which threaten inevitable ruin. Father O'CoUo- 
gan escaped unharmed through the " Reign of 
Terror." 



^S Tl(£ fniAllTi AMD 

The king waa at lengUi rt^movad from )u» 
prison to the scaifold, having dii^playeil through 
lingering monthii a wonderftil continuance of 
pasaive courage, reaignation, benevolence, and 
dignified humility. Hia widowed queen had 
her cup of miaery full ; but her brutal tyranta 
found the meana to make it overflow. Terror 
for her children'a aafety waa every hour on the 
atretch, racking her heart witli the anguiah of 
anticipated ill ) and the aaint-like devotedneaa of 
her fellow-aufferer and more than aiater, Madame 
EliKabethi added new panga on her account* 
Every thought waa now turned on flight, and 
every energy of mind waa called into action on 
the part of tl)oae who wiahed to anatch the auf- 
ferera from their impending fate. Numeroua 
plana were (brmed, but abandoned from varimia 
obataclea which made them evidently impractl* 
cable. One only wore the promiac of aucceaa, 
and in that one our hero waa a chief actor. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

CoRNSLius at I^gtli succeeded in getting 
himself appointed one of the municipal officers, 
whose duty it was to guard the royal prisoners. 
For some months after the king^s death, he 
occupied this post with great caution ; and, by 
well-ieigned zeal in the discharge of its duties, 
he completely avoided all suspicion of his devo- 
tion to hor over whom he was expected to tyran- 
nize. He sounded dee^dy, but prudently, the 
hearts of his fellow officers ; and, after long con- 
sideration of their respective characters and con- 
duct, he found that he could safely trust two of 
them with the design he had in view. He 
accordingly, by gradual means, prepared those 
men, Toulan and Lepitre, for the confidence he 
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reposed in them ; and having communicated 
every thing to the queen, he found it essential 
that he should yield up the chequered happiness 
of seeing her, and pouring into her grateful ear 
his vows of deep respect and energetic loyalty. 
It was necessary for the external preparations for 
escape, that he should, for some time preceding 
the attempt, abandon his right of guard ; and 
he accordingly made it over to his two associates, 
devoting himself entirely to the hazardous du- 
ties without. The Chevalier de Jarjaye, a lieu- 
tenant-general in the king's service, and who 
had }yccn frequently employed by him in mis-' 
sions of great delicacy and importance, was 
chosen by the queen as the chief co-operator in 
the projected attempt. The plan was laid be- 
fore him, approved of, and entered into with thr 
promptness and activity which ensure success 
in most enterprizes where Fate stands ncutor. 
Normandy was fixed on as the point oF escape, 
from the facility afforded by its coast for em- 
barkation for England. A ship was hired to be 
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in readiness in one of its ports, and measures 
taken to secure relays of horses all along the 
road. Considerable expenses were incurred; 
but funds were not wanting, and our herd's 
contribution was not a small one. The details 
of the plan were as follow : — 

The Queen, and Madame Elizabeth, were to 
have been dressed in men^s clothes, which were 
brou^t secretly into the Temple by the two 
associate commissaries. The royal sisters were 
to haf e been then decorated with tri-coloured 
acarfe, and furnished with tickets such as were 
iKMne by the municipal officers. The young 
king and his sister were to have been disguised 
in dresses similar to those of the children of the 
man who every day assisted to clean and arrange 
the lamps, and who always left the Temple be^ 
fore seven o'clock in the evening. On the even- 
ing destined for the attempt, after this man had 
retired, and the sentinels who had seen him go 
out were relieved on their posts, Cornelius was 
to have entered the tower, disguised like him, 
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and furnUhed with a ticket for adtnittanco, mcU 
fWi wdH UMcd by uU the worknuMi employed in 
tho Temple. He won to have proceeded to the 
queen*H apartment, ]m tin box on hiri arm, and 
to have taken the children from the handi of Tou- 
lan, who wan to have scolded him leverely, for 
not having (!ome hiniMilf Mjoner to arrange tlie 
lamp). The princeNses were then to accom- 
pany Toulan in quitting the tower, in their uni* 
forniH, and it wan truHted that they might huo» 
ceed in the haxardouti attt^mpt. 

VanH\H}rifi under feigned namen having l>een 
regularly ])rocured, through the influene>e ct* 
CorneliuK, but little fear of pursuit was enti^r- 
tained, until they should have at least the start of 
it by five or six hours. Three cabriolets were 
ready provided for the journey. The queen, the 
young king, and the Chevalier de Jarjaye, were 
toliave occupied the first; Madame, witli I/epi- 
tre, the secimd ; Madame Klizabeth and Toulan, 
the third. Cornelius, and a stauncli friend of 
the chevalier's, were to have ridden as |)ostiiion« 
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to two of the cabriolets; and the third was to 
haTe beeo guided by Father O^Collogan under a 
simihir disguise, for his early pursuits iu life, 
as well as his military career, had made him an 
actiTe and expert horseman. 

Every preliminary being thus ready — the 
cabriolets in attendance — the different agents in 
the enterprise disguised in their various cos- 
tumes, and the resolution of all wound up to the 
hi^ihest pitch, one fatal coincidence frustrated 
all, before a fair trial could be given for the suc- 
cess of so well-concerted a train of preparation. 
On the very day, the night of which was to put 
all to issue, a burst of insurrectionary violence 
dis|dayed itself among the mob, who rose in 
various quarters of the city, for the avowed pur- 
pose of pillaging the grocers' shops of coffee and 
sugar, the scardty of which commodities had 
raised their price beyond the standard of the 
peof^^s ideas of justice, or their own conve- 
nience, which latter, as usual, regulated their 
estimate of the former. Prompt measures were 
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taken by the government to quell the«e rioU. 
The barriers were all closed — all pa8K|)ort0 were, 
without exception, recalled — difficultiet» to the 
slightest movement towards escape became iii- 
surmountable, and the intended enterprise wa» 
consequently totally abandoned. 

The ho|)es of (Virnelius and his friends did 
not wholly sink with this failure. His sanguine 
disposition supi)orted him, and he would not 
consent to despair. But he was now left nearljr 
alone. Terror hod seized upon almost all those 
few adherents who had braved the dangers of 
the times, and remained in Paris after the kiog^f 
death. The (Chevalier de Jarjaye was one oi 
those staunch friends whom nothing could daunt ; 
and another existed in the {K^son of the brave 
and faithful Father O^Collogan. He had not, 
however, from the first, the least hope of succetf 
in the plans for escape. 4ie was deu*rmined to 
go through in all hazards with the proceedings 
of his friend ; but he told him, as he coolly drew 
off the jack'boots in which he liad been acoou^ 



ired for his ride in the capacity of postiIi<Hi) 
^^ I knew wdl enough^ agrab^ that sorrow^s the 
tMie of these boots would cross the back of a 
horse in thb attempt, any how. No, no, the 
devil's too busy to let any good come of the 
unfortunate que^d. He has an ould sfute 
against her, and you'"!! see every plan thwarted, 
depend upon it. But FU stick close by you, my 
dear boy, never fear, though Ould Nick himself 
was to come between us. The doi^er the stoorm, 
the boulder Fll frown at it ; so go on with your 
plans and plots, and here^s that you may win T 
With these words he quaffed off a large glass of 
brandy and water, for the night was cold, and 
he stiff with watching, and the annoyance of his 
tight-fitting costume. 

Cornelius, nothing daunted, pursued unth 
fresh vigour a new plan for the queen^s escape, 
in whidi he embarked almost every shilling of 
his remaining funds. In this effort he was as- 
sisted by several of his former associates in the 
<Garde du Corps; a regular chain of communici^ 
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tion was carried on by their means vith the 
coast ; and the gallant de Jarjaye was the coun« 
sel and support of the whole. For the success 
of this effort, it was necessary that the queen 
«hould escape alone, for it was found imposnble, - 
in the increasing rigour of the prison regula- 
tions, to carry off at the same time Madame 
Elizabeth and the children. De Jarjaye and 
oor hero wrote in terms of the most impas- 
sioned supplication to the queen, entreating her 
to adopt this plan, as her life was every day 
menaced, and no fear was to'be apprehended, as 
they thought, for her unoffending sister or the 
innocent children. Marie Antoinette suffered a 
long struggle between her conflicting feelings on 
this arduous and trying question. The prepa- 
rations for escape were carried on by her indefa- 
tigable adherents ; but the night on which the 
attempt was to have been made, when the 
anxious Cornelius watched outside the Temple 
gardens for the signal of her readiness, a light 
in her window, — no lamp appeared : as the mor 
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iBont ci separation finom her children drew near 
she ooiild not consent ; and all the daring of the 
heroine sunk brfcve the tenderness of the mother. 

The following letter to de Jarjaye was received 
• hj the fiuthful Toulan, finom the hand which he 
had been pnepared to lead through the danger- 
ous track ol the prison bounds. 

*^ We have indulged in a bright dream— that 
is all ! but I have been deeply gratified in finding 
on this oceaakm a new pnx^ of the devodcn of 
yourself and your friends. You have my im- 
bounded confidence. You must not suppose 
that my courage has failed ; my feelings f<Mr my 
children have alone made me waver ; happy as 
I should be in freedom from this lunrrid place, 
I cannot separate myself finom them ; away firom 
them I could have no enjoyment, even in liberty ; 
and this conviction leaves me without a single 



On the night of the third July, 1793, her son 
was forced finom her arms^ to commence his 
lingering death of sufferings and persecutions. 
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from which the memory recoils. In a month 
more, the desolate mother was taken from her 
daughter and sister, and plunged forlorn and 
imsolaced into the narrow dungeon of the 
Conciergerie. There she lay for ten weeks, 
amidst all the dreary privations heaped on the 
most odious criminals; the stone floor and the 
bare walls of her narrow cell receiving her bit- 
ter tears, and echoing the sighs of her brave but 
breaking heart Bowed down by indignities 
that had no name till she endured them ; bereft 
of the meanest consolations ; torn with anxiety 
for the uncertain fate of her children, hopeless, 
agonized — did her thoughts ever fly back to her 
days of splendid greatness, to the magnificence 
of Versailles, or the more voluptuous elegance of 
the Trianon ? or were the weary hours of this 
lone dungeon brightened by visions of immorta- 
lity, and cheered by the whispered melodies of 
hope? 

But those who would follow up the picture, 
who would indulge in the full flow of deep-felt 
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thoughts ; who would learn to scorn the little 
miseries of life, and who, having understood the 
character of Marie Antoinette, would quench the 
glow of their admiration in tears of bitter sym- 
pathy with her sufferings, — ^those must do as I 
have done, and linger long in the dungeon where 
she laid her hapless head. 

On the *12th October, she underwent a mid- 
night examination in her cell, by the public 
accuser, and other officers o{ justice. The 14th 
was fixed for her trial by the revolutionary tri- 
bunal, and on the preceding day, this daughter, 
wife, and mother of kings, procured from the 
kind-hearted wife of the jailor, a needle and 
thread wherewith to mend her shoes J 

She appeared before the court of Uood, and 
heard the depositions of forty witnesses against 
her, and answered the deep and odious calumnies 
of her accusers, in words of dignity and feeling, 
which made the guilty shrink, and sent a thrill 
of wondering pity through every heart not wholly 
petrified. She heard her- sentence of death pro- 

c3 
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nounced by the gloomy pre»dent, without the 
least emotion ; aod dien received from the hands 
of a trembling gendarme a glass of water, her 
only sustenance for six-and- thirty hourV At 
half past four o'clock on the morning of the 
16th, she was re-conducted to her cell, wliere 
she flung herself upon her bed, and slept soundly 
until six, when she was roused by the entrance 
of the constitutional priest, who was ordered to 
attend her. 

She at first refused his proffered spiritual aid ; 
and on her complaining of the violent cold in her 
feet, to which the stagnant blood refused to cir- 
culate, he placed a pillow on them ; and then 
commencing his official harangue exclaimed — 

" Your death is about to expiate'' — 

" Faults but not crimes !" interrupted she. 

On the next morning, all being ready for her 
drear farewell of the world, where she had so 
much enjoyed, and so much suffered, she left 
her dungeon, and mounted with the priest the 
common cart used for the conveyance of the 
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basest criminals. Every grand and lofty feeling 
of her whole life seemed to have rushed back 
in supernatural tide, to elevate and ennoble her 
appearance in that dreadful hour. As the 
cart was slowly dragged along through the 
crowded streets, from the thronged infamy of 
which revellings, hootings, and curses thickened 
the air, the lovely though decayed, the majestic 
though d^raded martyr, held her high look of 
blended innocence and pride. They reached 
the scaffold, erected in the Place de Louis XV. 
then called the Place de la RexxAution^ on the 
spot where her husband had been sacrificed, and 
in fuU view of all that is magnificent and beau- 
tiful in Paris. It was a fitting death-spot for 
the glorious woman immolated there that day. 

At the moment of mounting from the cart 
upon the scaffold, the officiating and officious 
priest said to her, ^^ now is the moment to shew 
your courage. '^ 

" Courage !" replied she ; ** I have served a 
long apprenticeship to it ; be convinced it will 
jiot fail me now." 



i' 



86 TIIK PAfKMT, AMfl 

She mount#d tho platform firtnly, throw otic 
glance towards ttu) f^anUniN of iU& Tullertoni 
another on the crowd iK^fiyrc? her, then raining 
her eyei* to heaven, n\m c*xclainie<l — 

** (ilod ! enlighten and Koft(*n the heartn of 
my murderem; mlieu, my children, I go ti> 
join your fallutr!'* 

The axe come down, and lin who MUtnded 
•oloronly through th(* huHhed undtitude. 

On one of the throng U fell like the draii 
hand at dcmpair. Let not. niy readem ntnri 
hwik, when they he«r that CornelluH w/m there. 
It in true he wa», hut not nn I have sketched 
him in the pagei whi(!li hav(* fnintly trA<*ed hi* 
brief and tmforttmaUt career. It wan no longer 
the hold, ardent enthuM/iHt, with mind and 
heart hoth ready to runh into the irfYen jawn 
of fat4;4 hiH a worn down ni.ui, fallen ere he 
femdied hifi prim«, und(*r the weight of paMnion^ 
and f(*elingfi no strong on pr(*niaturely to def»iroj 
lK)th the mind and hody. 

Prom the hour in which hifi lant effort for th« 
4]UGcn> reMcuo failed, the flame of hopo which 
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had lighted him cm seemed suddenly extinct. 
flis funds all gone — his friends tlispersed — with 
his sole arm to aid his wishes or execute hit 
plans, no more was to be done. He yidded to 
the paialynng stroke of destiny, and drooped 
from that hour, like a young tree scathed by the 
lightning^'s lireath of flame ; and the only capa- 
city of his mind seemed to be for suffering and 
decay. 

It was now the turn of the kind4iearted priest 
to support the expinng animation of his friend. 
He watched on him, and kqpc a guard i^n 
actioDs of whidi Cornelius was now unheedfiiL; 
and he succeeded in concealing from all obser- 
Ters the malady which preyed on tlie ruine«l 
youth. All the functions of Corneliuses mind 
were perfect, though its energy was lost for 
ever; and he sometimes even felt that heavy 
sense of ill, and would have given worlds to 
shake it off, with the acuteness with which we 
fed, and the hopelessness with which we strive 
to burst £nom the tenors of a dream. He 
coold still eoduie, and had a passive knowledge 
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at all he suffered ; and there was a hitter agony 
in hi« state of miad which led him to brave the 
horrors he conteooplated. The one strong ioi« 
pulse of his heart was still aUve, and he knew 
and followed witli his mind's dying glance every 
movement that was hnked to the fate of hi« 
idol* He knew of her removal to the dungeon 
of the Conelergerie* He has often for the live* 
long night lingered listlessly outmde its gloomy 
walls, or paeed the river^s bank, looking at the 
reflection of its dark towers within the stream ; 
and he has for days entire poured out in the 
s^)litude of his chamber reiterated sighs tor her 
sufferings, which might have been thought ta 
weigh down the oppressed air 

The day of her trial came on, he attended it 
throughout ; and he listened to her sentence ct 
deatli, feeling every tone in the recesses of bis 
heail, but unable to raise his voice or lift his 
arm to execrate tlie crime iw strike down the 
criminal* 

It was this des|)ertttc state of sensation which 
irresistibly prompted him to witness her execu* 
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tkm. He had resolution enough left to bear 
him up through the harrowing scene ; but he 
had lost the whole force of character which 
would before have driven him mad at the very 
sormise of the terrible event; and when his 
inseparable attendant, the good priest, watched 
him and held him closely, as the axe severed 
her beauteous* head from her emaciated body, 
he marked the shudder which crept through 
Comelius'*s frame, but saw no expression in his 
looks to tell that the chill of agony, nearly as 
txdd as that of ^eath, had frozen every fibre. 

" It is all over,'' murmured Cornelius in a 
sepulchral tone, which spoke like the echo of 
the grave, — ^**now is my hour of preparation 
comer 

Seizing the arm of the priest with a grasp of 
nervous agitation, he hurried on to their com- 
mon lodging, and he then in abrupt and broken 
sentences announced his inflexible resolution to 
go immediately to Ireland ; to visit the home 
of his ancestors; to bend over his father's 
grave ; and then , but the expression of his 
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fifinl jniriNMc did mri fmi>f( hi* jmUc ami trern* 
Uiri^ lifm« 1I<! pnmMul Win idfrnfmnum Ui accotn- 
fmtiy hitiii Ui fly tttr nvif frtmi the hoU^fiil lami 
whuili viriucY and Iio(N! M*<nne<l to have aboiv- 
dmiedf and U> take ii(i h'm (|tjiet atK^le in th« 
country of hi» t/irih, where the \w^n which pre- 
vail are thoM) of nini, not (iendu ; and in which 
all the e^iiinUrrbalamtin/if cluiritieM of life alxnind 
in a proftiMoii that M;arr4*ly eW^where cxiuH. 
Ihii Father OH/ollof^an (irmly declined hic» tstu 
IreatieM* lie af^reed to /uT^mipany him to tlie 
M-a u>a»t, and to put hirn on board the venfiel 
whi(^h tvan to enrry him away fnmi the field of 
liiM hiMt fortune /uid \un ruined hn|>piner<4 : but 
deftrly a» ho loved Irelnnd, and much an lit 
lon|(ed to lio there itgiiin, he wotdd not coniK'nt 
t^i abandon Frame, I tin duty kept him therey h« 
iMiidt and ho felt hif* aHM«:rtion to be true; and ht 
solemnly vowed to devote hiniMilf to the tnnk of 
reelaimitiff the guilty through all dangers, ami 
•ola<!ing the intuHK^nt in nil nufleringn. 

I tmmt rM»t eJog the fninting interoNt of my 
•tory with detttili of the methocb uaod by iho 



TUC GARI>E>J>U-COBPS. 41 

friends to effect their several purposes. They 
succeeded in them however ; and Father O'Collo- 
gan followed with his streaming eyes the little 
vessel which bore Cornelius to his native land 
once more, in spte of all the difficulties opposed 
to natiooal intercourse and individual escape. 

Father 0*CoUogan returned to Paris, and 
there with unflinching courage maintained his 
sublime devotion to his sense of right, and had 
his reward for innumerable dangers and anxie- 
ties, in the secret prayers of the just whom he 
scdaced in hours of sorrow, and in the gratitude 
of the sinners to whom he ministered comfort 
in the moments of death -bed repentance. He 
finally, at the restoration of order, took his 
course to Flanders, to the -town where I met 
him ; and there, in the humble exercise of his 
duty, he was fixed, and still remains, I beUeve, 
having safely passed the scorching ordeal of the ' 
refvcdution, unharmed by its perils and untainted 
by its crimes. He there learned the fate of the 
lost Armand, who fled from Paris after one of 
it» bloody days in a paroxysm of remwse, jcuned 
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the army of Dumourier, and found on the field 
of Gemappe a grave too glorious for his rene- 
gade fears and imbecile kindliness of heart. 

Cornelius — and here let my pen run quickly, 
that a hurried paragraph may record his fate, 
vfhile a deep sigh stifles the anticipated reproaches 
of those who can stop to censure him. He 
reached his ancient home, where his faithful 
Bryan waited anxiously the return he had 
announced. He was barely recognized, — no 
more, by this shocked and terrified friend ; he 
was so wan, so silent, and so weak. He paid a 
short visit immediately on his arrival to the 
burial ground ; and he returned to the lone 
house in a state of great exhaustion. It was 
evening, and he ordered Bryan to leave him ; 
and he strictly forbade every boisterous expres- 
sion of welcome which the delighted peasantry 
were preparing, to hail the return of him who was 
no more their chief. His devoted followers obeyed 
his orders, and countermanded all the prepara- 
tions for bonfires and other marks of greeting, 
which Bryan himself had undertaken. For hours 
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a dim light flickered in the chamber where Cor- 
nehus sat, and a desolate silence reigned 
throughout. About midnight, Bryan was walk- 
ing in lonely wooderment and grief outside the 
house, and gazing up at intervals at the faintly 
lighted casement <^ his master^s room, vrhen he 
heard the report of a fistol coming from that 
direction. He was riyetted to the spot with 
dread ; but a wide bursting flame, which seemed 
to fill the nxHn, made him spring from his atti- 
tude of terror, and he rushed into the house and 
up the stairs. The flames were rushing out under 
the door of Cornelius's room, which Bryan vain- 
ly endeavoured in his terror to force open. The 
ndgfabouring peasants, alarmed by the spreading 
fire, came at length to his aid ; and when they 
succeeded in breaking the pannels, and entered 
the chamber, such had been the ravages of the 
fierce elem^it, that the body of the hapless sui- 
cide was more than half consumed in the heap 
of combustible matter which he had drawn 
around him and set fire to. A pistol was held 
firm in one deep-scorched hand ; and a half 
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burnt portrait lay clasped in the other on hit 
breast. 

A considerate jury found a verdict of insani- 
ty ; and his bones were laid in honorable sepul- 
ture with those of his ancient race. 

Bryan Mulcahie^^f the priest was right, lived 
sadly and lonely in the blackened and crunobling 
walls of the old mansion, at the time I learned 
this story ; and he was sure for life of that re- 
fuge, for his attached master secured it to bim 
by will, and added a scanty but still sufficient 
provision, formed of all the little residue of his 
fortune, 

.EJiD OF THE PaiEST AND THE OA^DE-DU-CORF$. 
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VOUEE AU BLANC. 



White she is, as lily of June, 
And beauteous as the silver moon 
When out of sight the clouds are driveo. 
And she is left alone in heaven. 



He kissed the consecrated maid, 

Wordsworth. 



APOLOGETICAL NOTE. 



A WORD of apology and explanation is due here, 
not so much to my English readers (who would per- 
haps pardon, unsolicited, a little liberty taken with a 
foreign language,) as to a body much more critical 
and tenacious — ^the French Academy. Any one of the 
strict grammarians of The Institute who might happen 
to see the title of this tale, would be, no doubt, indig- 
nant at a foreigner having presumed to invent a word 
for which the Dictionary gives no authority. There is 
certainly no such substantive at Fou/e, nor does the 
verb admit of such a formation. The only way in 
which a French writer could construct a title correctly, 
saying what I meant to express by mine, would be by 
the phrase, •* L^Enlant Vouc au Blanc,** " La fille 
Vou^ au Blanc,** or some such. But as neither the 
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word enfant nor fiUe as«orU;d well with my fuAifm, 
tfid as 1 was resrilved that my title page should tell 
that my heroine was Vouee au Blatic, I thouglit the 
|>artir'le llus put |ji:rore those words would make ny 
meaning evident; would avoid the awkward calem- 
boury formed by '* Jm Voultt au Blanc/* ^ratlier tt 
variance to l>e sure with the livery of the gentlemen of 
the long rolK;;) and more particularly still, that iny 
title heing thus an acknowledged jumble of English and 
bad French, it might find pardon where a mors prs- 
tending inaccuracy could not have esca[ied. 



THE 

VOU^ AU BLANC. 



CHAPTER I. 

" Yoa are always so desponding, Jules r 

" No, indeed, my dear Marguerite, it is you 
who are too sanguine."^ 

" Too sanguine ! well, I do not and cannot 
hnng myself to give up all hope." 

** I know you can''t, my dear, and if it com- 
forts you, hope on in God^s name." 

<^ Why now, wasn't there Madame St. Paul 
after fifteen years, and four other instances, 
after eight, ten, and a dozen ; to say nothing of 
Anne of Austria, mother of Louis XIV., after 
twenty-three years f^ 

VOL. III. D 
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** How old was Madame St. Paul, my dear 
Marguerite ?'* 

•^ How old !" 

** Well, how yowngj if you like the word 
better ?^ 

" Why she acknowledged to thirty-five, but 
I am sure she was full forty, aye, and past it.** 

*^ And whaCs the date of your christening 
certificate. Marguerite ?" 

" That's the way you invariably taunt me, 
Jules, but I don't care if I had been christened 
half a century bi^ck.*" 

^^ It was not much less, my dear." 

^* Even so, St. Ursula is good, and can work 
a miracle when she pleases ; but indeed, Jules, 
your unfortunate incredulity mars the efiect of 
all my prayers, and the saint's interference.** 

A shake of the head, with a deep sigh, were 
the only answers ; and here ended the conversap 
tion for awhile. The speakers were Mr. Su« 
berville, a wealthy manufacturer of Normandy, 
and his wife. The tenor' of their short dis- 
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course may poenbly have led m j readers into 
the nature of its subject, and of their re* 
spective characters. But a word or two on the 
latter pcnnt is perhaps necessary for a fiill un- 
derstanding of the first. Mr. SuberviUe was a 
man of exceedingly mild manners and amiable 
diqpodtion, whose most striking faculty was a 
certain tact at seeing things with great clearness 
and precision. He had a particular keenness of 
eye, intellectual as well as physical, and there 
was a strict analogy between his mental and 
bodily pursuits. He was a great sportsman and 
a sure shot ; but he was rarely known to puU 
his tri^^er at a bird that was out of range. In 
the same way he was indefatigable in his com- 
mercial pursuits ; but he scarcely ever under- 
took a hazardous speculation. His game-bag 
and his money-bag were therefcHre always re- 
spectably filled. At the long run he was sure to 
realise more than many of his neighbours, who 
might surpass him perhaps for one successful 
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day, or in one particular venture, by dashing at 
every thing and risking to miss all. 

His wife wa& of a very diflferent temperament. 
Her hopes were in many instances excessive, 
and she clung to them with unflinching perti- 
nacity. She seldom had a clear view of any 
subject, but she pursued through thick and thin 
whatever phantom might for the time being 
flit before her brain. She had one strong pas- 
sion in common with her husband ; that was a 
longing desire for children — or at least for a 
child. She was quite certain, on her marriage^ 
that she should be the mother of a numerous 
offspring; and she had scarcely fc»:sworn her 
celibacy, when she began to occupy herself in 
preparation for a family increase ; and she only 
gazed on her bridal robes to project their vari- 
ous transformations into baby linen and child's 
dresses. 

Mr. Suberville thought that all this was 
ratlier premature ; but having no sort of super- 
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^sthkiD in his character, he did not actually 
angur ill bom these somewhat ominous anticipa- 
tions ; and his tenderness increased tenfold. He 
feh and readied in all that deHghtfiil wonder- 
ment wfaidi men of five-and-twenty experience^ 
on the first hopes that they are about to be re- 
vested with the most respectable of all titks; and 
these hopes were all strongly encouraged by the 
opifuoD of his cid fiiend and fcxmer schoc^fellow 
Doctor Glantte, the Tillage practitioner; and not 
being vaore profioundly Torsed than new-manied 
men generalfy are in such secrets, he took for 
granted all that hisladyand her physician asso-ted. 
But his natural acuteness of perception soon 
began to take the alaran— be could not help 
hinting to his wife the doubts that used to cross 
him in ^te of himsdf ; and he went on day 
after day, and month after month, increasingiy 
incredulous, till, at the expiration of a year, his 
discomfited helpmate was forced to adcnowledge 
her mistake, and to give Tent to her disappoint- 
inent in tear& Mr. Suborille thought that was 
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a bad way of remedying the evil ; but at ttiif 
end of five years of married disappointmeDt^ 
the unlucky husband^ then thirty years of age^ 
sat down in the sad but philosophic oonvictioOi 
that he was not destined to be the founder of a 
new race. 

Not so his better half— she lingered on for 
many a long day in idl the wretched exdtatioD 
of hope deferred Having exhausted the aids 
of medical advice^ she took to a species of assis- 
tance less in fashion at the epoch. She had, 
when a child, in accordance with Roman Catho- 
lic custom, made voluntary choice of Saint 
Ursula, for her patron and example through 
life ; and in pious hope of her holy assistmcf' 
she went on secretly praying, and loudly de- 
claring her certainty of success. This allkuioe 
with reli^on continued uninterrupted for fifteen 
years after the period of her husband's abaii- 
d(mment of hope, until the day of the e onvma * 
tion before recorded ; and Madame Sobervilk^, 
havmg then arrived at the twentieth aimaTenny 
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bf her marriage, was as firmly as ever persuaded 
of the great diance of St. Ursula^s intecference 
in her bdialf, to which she thought little bar 
existed but in the obstinate scepticism of her 
husband* 

The evening on which diis story opens 
was one in the latter part of 1798; and Mr. 
and Madame Suberville w»« at that time taking 
thar wonted after-dinner walk in the valley 
in which his manufiictory and his dwelling 
house stood* They seldom wandered beyond 
the precincts of tb&r own property, and it was 
littk wonderful that that should content them, 
for in the whole province there was not a spot 
more beautiful and sequestered. It was situated 
a few miles from JRouen, far down on the left 
hand of the road leading to Dieppe. In my 
irregular and perhaps somewhat romantic style of 
noting down out-of-the-way places, I have called 
the npol in my journal *^La Vall^ des trcus Vil- 
lages T The Vale of the three Villages. It was 
thus the peasants deagnated it, when it first 
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spread out bdote me, ia« I stood oa the wooded 
hill rising high above it to the westward^ and 
gazed ou its ix»nbinalions of great lovelineas. I 
W£u> afterwards informed of its more correct ap^ 
pellaiion, but I quite forget it at this moment^ 
and U8 I have said on a (ormtit occasion, J do 
nof pretend to much accuracy dt geograjAicsl 
detail. 

The [>eriod of my first acquaintance with this 
valley was nearly twenty years after that of Mr. 
and Madame Buberville^s before-^mentioned walk; 
but I have good reason to l)elieve that not one 
of its features was in the least changed during 
that long interval. Its three neat villages, or 
rather lianilets, retained nearly the same pro- 
portioub. Its half dozen large cotton manufac* 
tories^ from careful repairs of accidents, and oft 
renewed coats of white-wash, shewed not one 
symptota of decay. As many houses, oci*.upied 
by the proprietors, built of brick, and regularly 
reddened at stated e})ochs, looked (like painted 
ladies when past their meridian) but little the 
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worse for the wear and tear of time. The full- 
grown trees defied the advance of a quarter of a 
century. The blades of grass sprang up in the 
twentieth generation, as green as their predeces- 
sors, and so unaltered as to read a lesson on the 
mutabiBty of mankind. The pieces of cotton 
cloth spread out on the lawns, might be sup- 
posed to have lain Ueaching there unchanged 
for the whole period in question ; and the sweet 
stream glided aWmg as gaily and brightly as 
was natural to its perpetual and ever-springing 
youth. The same fur of bustling population 
and comfortable cleanliness was, no doubt, ob- 
servable in the place ^nce the eaiiiest estaUidi- 
ment of the manufactories, and was unquestion- 
ably very delightful to those who think these 
advantages dieaply purchased by the loss of 
rustic simplicity. For my own part, the only 
drawback on my enjoyment of the scene was 
the observation of those traits of manufacturing 
improvements, which are so much at variance 
with my notions of rural beauty. I can admire 

d3 
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midh a prospect to a limited extent; but the 
Tery fact of my admiration having boundt, 
proves to me that there is something too much 
or too little in the scene; and I preftr the 
Ivfldest mountain view with its scattered huts and 
homely roug^i-handed inhaUtants, to the most 
firm enclosure, the neatest cottages, and fairest 
skins round Glasgow or Manchester. 

From the summit of the hill which overhung 
the valley, an extennve view opened far about 
it and beyond it. Rouen was closely peicepti^ 
ble on the right, in all its feudxd mixture of filth 
and picturesqueness ; its houses crowded toge« 
ther in streets that almost forbade the sun-beams 
to pass freely through them; and its church 
sjnres rising beautifully up from masses of build^ 
Ing at once grotesque and graceful. The broo^ 
Seine rolled by, washing in its course islands 
of verdure and banks of rich variety, while tbe 
view was bounded by hills of respectahla elevs> 
tion, and covered with wood; at the foot erf 
which the labouring river worked its way tcu 
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s die «T***^ and m e cm ed «niling itadf fike 
koge aearpent lomid all the TisiUe earth. 
WImii I first saw it finom tlus poeitioPy an an* 
mnw^skadag upoD its duskjba»B, 
fan^tneas had heen dunmed faj the 



of smalkr streams, whidi had joined itt 
oomsey and dktnibed its moddy diannd. Had 
I stood on die same spot twenty years bdbre, t 
hare bo doobt the landscape would have looked 
joat die aame ; except that it would have heen 
adu med by the figures of Mr. and Madame 
Sobernlle, with something more of actnity and 
less of cadodty ahout them than in my time 
certainly. — ^We will just then step had^ thoae 
identical twen^ years^ and resume the thread of 
my nantafion and thdor discourse* 

Mr. SubennUe often sauntered aiWndy on tat 
n quarter of an hour or more; Madame xeiqf 
rarely indeed. On the present occasion, thid 
penod had hardy dqised finom the nod and the 
m^ which my readars may remember to hare 
^checked die £alcigue^ when die put her i^^ 
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hand upon his right arm that was supporting 
her left as they walked : ** What are you think- 
ing of so {profoundly, my dear?"^ asked she. 
^ ** Of the old subjeety my love/* 

** What, of ado])ting one of those noisy^ ugly 
brats of nephews of yours P*'* 

« Why, yes. You know, Marguerite, I never 
pro{)osed it to you, till many a year after I bad 
utterly despaired of your having children.*^ 

" Well then, my dear, FU consent to it when 
/ utterly desjiair.'*' Mr. Suberville shrugged up 
bis hboulders ; and I may take advantage of the 
short pause which ensued, to mention a Uttle 
jK>int of bis family history. Ilis only brother, 
who was two years bis junior, was the captain of 
u merchant vessel, trading to America and the 
W(;st Indies; and bad, after an early life of 
great adventure, mettled in Houen, his native 
town. He there married a person of inferior 
.situation, of extremely vulgar manners, and w 
. )>eauty ; Ixing caught as sailors sometimes are, 
by the fiist fair words employed to entrap him. 
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The captaJn'^s spouse had children just as fast as 
it was possible to have them, and once gave birth 
to twins. Each new confinement (and the last- 
mentioned in a double degree) added to the dis- 
like, and I fear envy of our Madame Subenille, 
who could see nothing, in either boys or girls, 
but the ill-faToured visage of their mother, and 
the bcMStiorous manners of their sire. Mr. Sii- 
berville the elder could not close his accurate 
eye upon the peculiarities that were so viable to 
his wife through the medium of her prejudices. 
But he thought that the mist she saw through 

enlarged the objects it enveloped, and he was 
therefore disposed to believe both her objecticHis 
and his own exaggerated; and he repeatedly 
declared that he would prefer adopting one of 
his brother'*s children to that of any other man. 
This argument was gone over for the thou- 
sandth time after the pause which allowed me to 
make the forgoing commanication to the reader. 
, Madame Suberville had taken up the subject, 
and had enforced in her best manner all her old 



M tnu tfrtfit^ Aff m^Am^ 

CvM#0llM#f whtsn htiwff ttKff^ HlM MMMfVjf 

^ Wdl^ J(ik»f it dfm not iigniff uAkingi^ 
would f«f b«r eomi^i to lulopi * pmmnf § MU^ 
imi tA tlMii tmt^ tfiM one of your HmIU f^ 

♦^ lloir f WW© ? Wlwi do y ott fiMW»f Julit^ 
tMk««l 4i^^ qtiit« )n a l!iitt«rf^ ^^ Do you Mir iMrf 

** Vftff nof my d^Wf thtti ht tifnAA $ I dM'i 
^mi\y nmm #hAi y^m mem ^— f)!Cii lyMfity tfMm 
fM* f# i)i« Hf^ word yotf ettr hi dip mtH» mn 
mttt/mfd^f (4 ymtt ptffttAhh eoriMffii to my tiJkfU 

** Ami m ihni nlU ^f^ nuherfitlet f# H Htm 
ymt ii^ with A womim in my-* in nvy |BPOMiMt 



** I am sure I did not mean any thing unkind, 
detr Marguerite, for I have not been better, nay 
tior so wen pleased with you for full fifteen 
years. Take my arm, my dear, and walk on."^ 

Madame Subenrille took the proffered arm 
rather sulkily, and her husband stepped on at 
a brisk pace ; and proposed, as the evening was 
so fine^ that they should prolong their walk 
through the wood towards the summit of the 
hill. Satisfaction at his evident pleasure pre^ 
vailed over the lurking remains of her ill 
Aumomr, and she consented. 

They had turned into <me of the narrow lanes 
which led up from the rivulet, and were ap- 
proadiing a cottage that was only betrayed in 
its sedusioii by the smoke curling through the 
trees, when the prattle of a group of children 
made them suddenly look towards an (q)ening 
in the hedge beside them. Madame Suberville^ 
who was next to it, had no sooner turned her 
head than die stopped suddenly short, and cried 
out, << Heavens, what a cherub !^ H^ husband 
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at the same moraexit exclaimed, ^^ Good God, 
how beautiful!" and the worthy couple stood 
fixed for a few minutes, gazing on the object 
of their admiration, without uttering another 
word. 

I need scarcely say, that it was a child which 
so surprised them ; and it is evident that from 
their having singled out one of the group, the 
others must have presented a contrast to its ap- 
pearance. The fact was, that Madame Suber- 
ville^s " cherub*' was a little girl of about two 
years old, of uncommon beauty, fair skill, 
golden hair, blue eyes, and bright complexion; 
and was also distinguished from the other? by 
the singular difference of her dress. These last, 
a boy and two girls, were all clad in the coarse 
blueish-grey fustian, and wore the wooden shoes, 
common to the children of peasants; but the 
youngest was dressed in white from head to 
foot ; which, soiled as it was, gave a consider- 
able brilliancy to her complexion, and an air of 
superiority altogether to her person. The roa- 
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terials of her little frock were still only the 
coarsest kind of cotton ; her shoes were of white 
cbth, and the whole so disfigured with the clay 
and mud in which the party had been rolling 
about, that it required the more dusky appear- 
ance of the others to give to this little white thing 
any particular look of cleanliness. Madame 
SaberviUe*s whole attention was fixed on th€> 
beautiful face of the child^ and her husband*H 
glance had discovered in a moment that it was 
an infant which in pursuance of a religious 
custom had been voui au ft/lanc— dedicated to 
the Virgin, 

While they stood pondering in this way, the 
children stopped their play, and the mother of 
the £unily presented herself at the door. She 
was evidently from Brittany, by the proofs of 
vicdet-coloured sleeves to a white-bodied gown, 
a long flapped cap, a black apron, and red 
iHockings. There was an air of benevolence, too, 
in her countenance, which, though it may find 
occasional counterparts in Normandy, is not ex- 
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actly the general expression of pbysiognomy uk 
that litigious province. 

After some general remarks from MaduM 
Suberville as to the beauty of her children, bat 
particularly of the youngest, Mr. Subenrilk 
drew from her the information that she bid been 
only a week in her present habitatioDi the and 
her husband having being forced from BritUiy 
by the ill-will of her neighbours, in oonsequenoe 
of their having formerly shewn a dispontion of 
partial sympathy with the ruined fortunet of 
the La Vendue royalists* 

To the question of why the little, one bad 
been consecrated to the Vir^n, she detailed some 
facts that may have an air at once romantic attd 
common-place ; but which were very true^ aad 
had nothing whatever wonderful about them in 
France at the epoch in question. Little Leonie 
was not, then, the child of this honett peaaent 
woman, but of a mother whc^ during the de- 
struction of the Royalist armies, had soUf^t tbe 
•belter of Madame Bignon's cottage. Tbis im* 



.mi . 
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wholly unkiiovB, bat oer- 
Umtym. penon of rapectdhle nmk and refined 
dbeMoBy as was evident aocofding to Madame 
Ji^gnon^ aeemuit^ fiomminierous dicu ww tan cps . 
Long mdhdag, fidigae, and mental i^:itation 
Inuilght her to the grave in a few days after 
gmng birth to her child, in the miserable se- 
Ty and more miserable ?illii*ndan ff^ of the pen> 
€k eottnge; bat with almost her hnt breath 
two requests of the Idnd-hesvted 
rho a heheted her. The first was» that 
woald re^ster the child m her own; for 
Bignon was on the point of bong eon* 
reason of this unhappy woman hav* 
Africfiige in preference to any other 
ufciid by the hamane inhabitants of the dis> 
tiict. The second was» that the child should be 
d ei u l cd to the Viigin fer the space of fifteen 
yeaiB. The woithy woman [Mianiaid to fulfil 
both these lequesta; and the poor mother ex- 
pired, with grateful admowledgments on her 
dying fips that she had found a protectresi for * 
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h^r infant, and that dhe wai quitting the world 
witli the secret undiscovered of her real name 
und connection. And here, lest my readers 
lihould pre)mre themselves for some trick or 
mystery, I warn them that I have never, 
to the day on which I write, been able to 
iihtain the solution of that secret ; nor is there 
now the remotest chance of its ever coming to 
light. Tlie infant was registered as her own by 
Madame Uignon, together with one of wbidi 
she was delivered a few days following tbt 
fitranger's deatli ; and she continued, till her en^ 
countering Mr. Suberville, to keep up Leonie'i 
white coHtume, which, even during the tempo- 
rary susi)en»ion of religious rites, she contrived 
to do without liaving excited any very particular 
obiiervatioM. 

Mr. Suberville remarked with great de- 
light, not only the imusual kindness of hift 
wifii's manner, but the smiling docility with 
whii h the child received htr attentions. He did 
not, however, give utterance to his pleasuriJi 
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uned to let things take their own course. 
Be put many questions to the woman as 
duld's age and dispositioo. The poor 
I wept while she alluded to the loss of her 
other ; and both Madame Suberville and 
■band felt their eyes fuU, as Leonie burst 
he anns oi the former, ran across the 
and held up her innocent -looking face to 
F the tears ci her mamma. She pro- 
ad this soft and endearing name half-a- 
tiniies ; and, as the woman^s countenance 
ened up while returning her embrace, she 
1 her head upon the bosom to which she 
■sped, in a mixture of infantine pleasure 
uiifulness, at the emotion and 



d called forth. 

h, Jules, Jules ! "^ exclaimed Madame Su- 

e^ wiping her eyes, and in a \cice quite 

her common tone, ** If we had such child 

^ihat!'*^ said her husband. 

e little girl at this moment recovering firom 
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her fit of bashfulnctd, turned round her golwing 
and smiling face full upon them; when Madame 
Subervillc started suddenly up, crying *' come 
along, come along, Jules. I cannot venture to 
stay here another moment/^ 

For a month after tliis first visit a continual 
intercourse was kept up with the cottage, and a 
sort of dumb-show, pantomimic flirtation be- 
tween the wishes and ho]K*s of Madame Suber^ 
ville on the one hand, and the anxiety and pru* 
dence of her husband on the other. She Mt 
as if her sentiments on the subject of children 
had undergone a total change, for she had 
nothing in the present instance of that asperity 
which seemed usually mixed with her natural 
foudneNH, on observing the mutual hniipiness 
l)etween parents and their infants. A notion of 
A supiTuatiiral influence continually cn)ssed her 
mind, and she began to think that there was a 
tone |KHruliarly prophetic in her husband's ex- 
clamation tliat *^ Saint 1 TpHula had worked the 
■iii*acle.^ Her mind was quite filled with the 
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image of little LeoDie, and she was never satis- 
fied when she was not before her eyes. She 
strove to keep off from even herself the acknow- 
ledgment that she wished to adopt the [child, 
and she combatted the notion for some time by 
arguments of the possibility of her still beoom^ 
ing a mother. This fancy had received, however, 
a mortal blow from her new-born attachment. 
It lingered in her brain, it is true, but was be- 
coming day by day more faint ; and the only 
thing which could have saved it from extinct 
tion would have been something like opposition 
from her husband — but this she ran no chance 
of meeting. 

He wisely resolved to let the whole affair flow 
on as if he acquiesced in, rather than suggested 
it ; and he made a secret vow that let the actual 
fact of the adoption be delayed as it might, the 
proposal for it should come from Madame her- 
self. 

Manifold were the consequent scenes of in- 
flexible steadiness on his part, opposed to a 
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tiummwl dForts on t}mt of hit wife^ to dicii 
fnmi h'lm the firfft irxfirciMion of th^ ck^re tbut 
^c^rncd /m it were settled (yn the tip of ber 
tmi^K', and every infttant forcing AgaifMt ha 
h|w for utterance'. Hhe made innumeridbk at* 
ternfitA to lead him inti> thi» ^nare^ not onljr hj 
rogiilAr trairi-layingy round-about plan» of ixm- 
verAation, hut hy aliruf/t and utartliog 4if^ 
froni other Auhjci^tA^ calculated t(7 throw him off 
hift guard — hut all in vain. Matters went en 
in thiR way frn* three or four week^i until nt 
length M/Kinrne Huherville found nhe had no 
cliAn(M; of carrying her [Kiint; and, convinced 
that »Ih: (.ould not ol>tain the mcrrit of a feigned 
voimn^i to the winh of }ut lord and manter, »he 
carrH- to the rew>lutimi of (yri^K^ing the olgect^ 
nn if ill (j]>|K;Hition to her own inclinatifms, and 
merely out of a magnanimous desire to pieaae 
him. Mr. Hul^erville knew all that wai» work- 
ing in her rnindt and she lumM not avoid de- 
tN^ting \m forced reserve ; but they fitill went 
mi in the rewilufe [lerformanci; at their part^i 
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tnie to that ridiculous, but general habit of 
husbands and wires, to keep up an appearance 
of dieating each other, though reciprocallj 
eoDsdous that the attempted delusion is seen 
dirough. 

One sentence may rapidly tell the result 
Madame Suberville proposed to her husband to 
idopt Leonie, and received in reply an embrace 
that savoured more of reality than any of which 
die retained the remembrance; Madame Bignon, 
the peasant woman, and her husband, consented, 
■iter a struggle, to give up the child; she 
dianged homes and parents with unconscious 
smiles ; her certificate of baptism was duly pro- 
cured, and her adoption formally registered 
icocNrding to law ; and she was finally instaUed 
in a snug httle room dose to the bed of the 
good couple, in the peculiar charge of Aimee 
Lestocq, the faithful handmaid who had par- 
taken of all Madame Suberville's confidence 
from her wedding day to the morning when she 

VOL. III. E 
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wilf|drced to poMeM bervelf of • elnld at MfMi 
% tuitid^ M it were. 

Lik« all family thmgen at ib« gr«ii4 or tki 
little^ ibis fiMrmoriible affair catiied Mrioa» cttiM* 
tmfuctiofi ami diftappointineffi to Mune^ in pUfp^f^f 
tioti a» H gate pleasure to other »/ CcnttilekMof 
anger on the part of the Captiun, and hjaUaM 
affections cm that of his ladjr^ were iMHufalty t» 
be looked for^ but they were slight in oomparisMi 
with the nertous agitation of Doctor GhalU^ 
who might be consi^lered quite a pari of Mf^ 
Buberrille's family^ and had as good reasenas 
the nearest relatives to be alarmed at the naw 
arrangement. This learned physician had tiMi 
for twenty years the constant catnjmman of his 
old schoolfellow^ and the counsellor of Madama; 
the dinner-eater of the one, and the toad^Mtal 
of tbe other* When I say compamon^ I tomm 
that he had a chair and knife and fork erety 
day placed fiyr him at the table ; and hy tha 
word counsellor^ I would imply iha maligMt 
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and abettor c^ all the foofidi fandes at ft weak 
vomaik In fiict, Doct<« Glaatte was not suited 
kr the fdlowship of Mr. Suhenrille, nor the 
confidence of his wife. He was decidedly, a 
bold wordy the most diinder-headed docti»rthat 
erer Uxik ont a diploma. Clumsy alike in per- 
son and understanding, he might be ccxnpiEtted 
to a Uoated leech suckii^ in the prosperity of 
his qpare and dinunutiye friend — for such was 
Ifr. SubernUe'^s appearance ; and the only ap- 
{Nroach he ever nuuie towards ratiodnation was 
his adoption of the then pc^[nilar doctrine of 
niatarialianly on the avowed grounds that his 
convictioa arose firom the study c^ KmseJf. He 
had nevertheless acquired oy&c both Mr. and 
Madame Subarville an influence, which would 
hare been wonderful, if we could deny the pain- 
lot trath that mankind are mote the slaves of 
habit than the subjects of good sense. Thus 
the oocpoknt Doctcur Glautte had become quite 
neeeasary as a hst^aer to Mr. Suberville when 
he sat down to dinner; and indL 
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pulHe^feelcTi bbod-lettar^ and ftmey-tuskkr (9 
his upouM). When lie heard from Aim^e of tb* 
adoption of the eltildt he woa thunderntniek/ 
llii had an intuitive senMe of hin own ntupidityi 
and when he gazed on the vivoeioua eountenone^ 
and animated gestures of his infant rirol^ h$ 
felt hke Othc^llo, tliat his 'oeeupation wosfone/ 
and was, to use his own (^iginal phrooe^ ^^J^ 
ment JUimbd^ The only symptom wbieb ever 
denoted emotion in the pul|)ous eountenanee of 
the dr>etor was a wide^if^ening of die eyelids and 
a fearful [irojection of the i>yes tliemselvef. 
Aim/^e, who lixul rarely witnesseil thisex[>fessioOf 
was quite alarmi'd as he stared upon her; and 
without well knowing what she did, slie put Use 
newly dressed I^onie ehise up to his foee to 
rouse him from his af^palling stiffViess ^ attitude 
and look. At sight of the little smiUfig tbiof 
his eyes roIlM l)aek intr> their Miekets, and be 
gave a start of horror from the recolketion of 
his situation ; for be felt in bis heart's omtt thai 
lie was reduced all at once to a mere eypb«r, ia 
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the account which his quondam padent and pa- 
troness had settled with herself. He made the 
best of a bad affair ; submitted with what grace 
he could; resolved to give to the husband a 
double portion of that attention which had been 
heretofore so largely shared with the wife ; and 
sat down to dinner pretty nearly as dull and 
dozy as ever, but with a quickened resolution 
acting upon the inertness of his general feelings, 
to be a continual thorn in the bed of roses 
which was desUned for his little innocent and 
imconsdous supplanter. 
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CIIAPTEE U. 

It iloai not mumre n very fertile i tntgin t i ca 
to eon(ii5iy(s aU tlie iuiprovementt which a twdvi* 
rtumth i^flksiiul in our little lierotoe* Grefli it* 
ti^iiliiiii from lier new jmnrntu, unvftryiog csft 
frotn AUiihi LuMtoc(|, with gcxxl di^rtand oleooli- 
Uiiim, tiimlu her in a|i|)ettranec* jxirfectly bewitch* 
inf(, wliilii mIiu f^riuluully lost all tincture of 
viilKm'iMin» anil hiiearne a complete little gentle* 
woinun In ciim(mriHon to her former supposed 
si»(eni, wlui were Hlill her playmates and constant 
ti'imulti. Hhe had already however learned to 
mil Mr. and Madame Suberville pa|)a and 
mannna, and the young Bignons, taking the 
matUir as it was represented to them, invariably 



talked of bar and to her as Leonie Subenrille. 
Sven the detain and his wife had, after their 
first angiy paroxysm was over, disoovared the 
policy of ocMiquering their resentment ; and in 
the formal and unfinequent vidts which they paid 
to thidr relatives, they taught their diildren to 
call the little piot^£e by the gentle appellaticm 
of ^ eousn.^ £yay thing went smoothly on 
with her, except her intercourse with ^Ddetor 
Glautte. This was naturally vay close, for 
long custom had made him and his prescriptions 
abecdutdy necessary to Madame Suberville, and 
het old passion for doctcning herself and her 
fanaij was now of course extended to the child. 
Myy acts of ill nature and spitefiilness, 
iHienever Leonie yentured the least familiarity, 
sudi as making a horse of his gold-headed cane, 
or fdajring with his one large ear-ring, the pe* 
culiar ornament ct his person, made the doctor 
an oibject of continued terror to the child, and of 
jndescnhable avaraon and su^idon to her faith- 
Jul nurse. This latter made it a rule, from^diich 
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fbe never swerved, to throw out ct the window 
ererj prescription which the doctinr made op lor 
Ix^e; and as she was entrusted by her mistfiesi 
with the administering of these potions, she bad 
it always in her power to substitute some gentle 
harmless preparation for the more sdentific eom- 
pounds of the doctor ; thus (even supponngbbn 
to hare been perfectly honest) presernng the 
child from the evils which medicine prepares for 
the human constitution. The doctor, bowevei^ 
had the credit of all the advantage thus derived 
by Lc(niie, who was, on the Shrove Tuesday 
immediately following her third birtlMlay, one 
of the most perfect models ever seen of infantine 
health and loveliness. ^ 

Every body knows what an important epoch 
Ma/rdi Grasf forms in the annual enjoyments of 
the French. It is the last day of the carnival 
gaieticHy and that which precedes the gloomipeti 
ijf Lent. People seem to think it the festival 
which of all others entitles them to be joyous^ 
for it is a kind of debateablo ground, as it were^ 
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faelweai gaiety and uMnrtificatioD^ a winding up 
of tlie pleasure season, and the last opportunity 
tar indulg^ioe, before the dreary and intermix 
nable anticipation of six weeks^ nominal absti- 
nence. The principal amusement of this holi- 
day is the prcces^cm of the Bontf Gnu. A 
description of a thing so commonly known would 
be useless here, did I merely write for the ma- 
jority of trayellers, who have witnessed it in 
Paris or other great towns. But even those 
have little idea c^ how much more enjoyment it 
presents in such a confined circle as the commune 
of " The Three Villages;" and, independent 
of that, there is a numerous class of my un^ 
traTd||d countrymen, who, in remote parts of 
our islands, may never have heard of the festival 
in question,, until a straggling copy of the book 
I am now writing chances to work its way among 
tbem. 

The Bcrnf Gras^ then, means literally the fat- 
test ox in the town. The competiuon for this 
haoar leads to many an extraordinary exbibitioBL 

% S 
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umpbantly over the groes and brutal enjoyments 

of mankind. A band of music precedes the 

little deity of the feast ; who is escorted before, 

beside, and after the moving throne by the 

youDger of the butchers, mounted on horses, 

dressed in a fanciful costume of feathered caps^ 

embroidered Jackets, and silk sashes, some wav-^ 

ing flags of various colours, and the rest armed 

with lances, swords, and battleaxes, appro^ 

priate to the members of all professions of 

blood ; but, as borne by theniy throwing an air 

of f scHuething like refinement over the most 

brutal o{ man's necessary trades. Crowds erf 

people foUow, in their f^te dress and their 

holidiiy smiles, waving handkerchiefs, dancing 

and singing, and uttering alternate exclamations 

of astonishment at tlie bulk of the ox and the 

charms of his little burden. On the occasion I 

am now recording, I firmly believe that the 

Beauty bore away tike palm from the Beast, and 

that the unfortunate animal had not his fair 

share of lawful admiration with the angelic being 



84 THX VOu£e AU BLANC* 

who occu))icd the scat upon his shoulders. I 
cordially hope that noiie of my readers can 
doubt the identity of this being : but to stop the 
guess-work that might possibly interrupt ibis 
part of my narrative, I may juKt record the 
xiams of Leonie Suberviile, who, by a great con^* 
descenHion on the part of her papa, was allowed 
to act the part of the Cupidon on this occasion. 
Mr. Subcrville, at thiH period, filled the situ* 
ation of mayor of hiH eommune. I have hitherto 
avoided any mention of Iuh jKilitical opinions, for 
the Bitnple reanon that they have nothing to do 
with the prcHent tenor of my btory. It may l)c 
however easily divined from the poKt he occu- 
pied, that he was no enemy to the lU'publican 
form of government, at that particular period of 
the eminence which it had gained hin eountry 
among the nations of Kurofx?. Neither have I 
clogged my recital with long accounts of his 
pursuits in business. I have suflTiciently inti- 
mated that he was a wealthy manufacturer, and 
the fact receivers confirmation by tlie circumstance 
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of an unexpected visit wbicb he receiyed this 
daj from rather a long visiting distance. The 
person who made him this morning call was Mr. 
Joseph Mowbray, a merchant of Philadelphia^ 
m America, who had been {or years in the habit 
of sending large shipments of cotton direct to 
his correspondent and customer, Mods. Jules 
Suberville. He had had some slight intercourse 
with his brother the captain, often the carrier of 
these consignments ; and commercial affairs hav- 
ing brought him to France, he was resolved to 
take the opportunity of fcMining a personal ac- 
quaintance with Mr. Suberville. Accompanied 
by the captain, whom he called upon at Rouen, 
he came out on this pleasant occasion, and had 
a good opportunity of seeing the object of his 
enquiry in all that appearance of wealth, re- 
spectability, and happiness which he seemed to 
merit so much. When Mr. Mowbray and his 
companion reached the first of the three villages, 
the proce&sion was moving slowly along towards 
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the residence of the mayor. When they arrived 
at the house, the captun pointed out his brother, 
who was standing on the steps in all mumcipal 
gravity, but a gravity mixed with heartfelt en. 
joyment. He looked a perfect union of magis- 
terial respectability and parental pride, — so at 
least thought Mr. Mowbray, when the little 
Leonie called out ^^ papa ! papa ! ^ from her 
throne of state, and Mr. Suberville opened his 
arms and pressed her to his heart, where she 
seemed to reign as supremely. A few intro- 
ductory words from the captain mode the mayor 
acquainted with his visitor. This latter spoke 
the French language well, and he accepted freely 
the prompt invitation which he received to join 
the early dinner just then about to be served; 
but being obliged to proceed that evening to 
Die])pc, he was forced to decline the many presfr* 
ing solicitations to prolong his visit. 

As the Dccuf Gras was led away, the proccc- 
sion having reached its term, Mr. Mowbray fixed 
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•ttffitinn fior a momeiit <m LecHiie, and r&> 
narked to his host, that he thought her the most 
lofdy creature he had ever seen. 

^ Why, thanks to a good constitiitioD, she is 
bkiomiiig aod healthy," replied the mayor. 

'^ Aye, and still greater thanks to the skill 
tod attention of the doctor here,^ said Madame 
Subenrille, pointuig to Glautte, who stood at 
her elbow. 

'hit* Mowbray made a low bow to the doctor, 
who returned it in his usual way, by taking off 
his hat, and reclining his head a moment on his 
left shoulder, show ing to conspicuous advantage 
the pondarous ear-ring which hung at the other 
side. 

** you have reason to be proud of your good 
work. Sir,*" said Mr. Mowbray, "if you have 
produced the lovdy bicwm on these delicious 
little waxen cheeks.*^ 

" You flatter me. Sir,'' said Glautte, widi a 
dogged expresaon of countenance, somewhat 
between a leer and a sneer; " the child is flushed 
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just now ; it is tlie hectic, perbapt, of a oomiag 
fever/' 

«< No such thing/* exclaimed Aim^c Lestocq, 
shaq)]y ; ^^ the child has not a bit of fever in 
her pure blood : that*s always the doctor's way 
of running her down.*' 

A purple sufTusion was visible on the doctor's 
bloated cheeks, which were often painted this 
hue by the abrupt bruKhei* he received from 
Aim/:e. Mr. Mowbray took no notice of Uic 
exprcHsion, but, turning to Mr. Sul)erville, re- 
marked, '* You have really, Sir, a beauteous 
daughter. If it were poHsible to bring Philadel- 
phia to Uouen, or take Leonie to Philadelphia, 
I would ahnoht venture to c xprcKS a wish, that 
slie might one day be the wife of my only son 
Edward." 

# 

" A far-off wi«h indeed !" said Mr. Subervllle, 
smiling. " What age is your boy ? ' 

" JuHt turned five." 

^< If c\cry thing else suited as well as their 
age, your notion might not be impossible,^* rc» 



\. 
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plied Mr. Suberville ; and the conversation drop- 
ped there. 

The day passed quickly over. Mr. Mowbray 
took his leave, having arranged some matters of 
business with his host ; and he rode out of the 
village, charmed with its wealthy and thriving 
appearance, and mpressed with very high ideal 
of Mr. Suberville*s probity, good sense, and 
good circumstances. 



> 
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CHAPTER in. 

The interval between the last chapter, anA 
the one which preceded it, advanced the pro* 
gress of my tale twelve months. The space 
from the abrupt conclusion of the last page, to 
the opening of the present, includes no less a 
period than twelve years. That is, no doubt, a 
hop, step, and jump manner of getting over 
time : it is quite in unison, however, with the 
way in which time itself gets over the ground. 

We must now then close our eyes on all the 
monotony of domestic affairs, for the space of 
twelve fast-flitting years, contenting ourselves 
with fanciful glimpses at the quiet tenor of 
events, passing before us like the shadowy trans- 
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pi ieac io of m dmom. We mutt, witlxNit suS- 
Umg <NirselTes to feel the touch of Tune, 
sikiitiy imagine its magical and noiseless changes 
m the penoQs of the actors aheady introduced 
to the reader :-**the gradual bend in the spare 
fixm of Blr. Suberville-^the increasing corpu- 
lence in the still upxight body ot madame— the 
stiff and bloated growth of the doctor*s p»Bon*— 
the synunetry, grace, and loveliness of the now 
truly beautiful Leonie. Death, too, as well as 
kia dder brother. Time, had been laying his 
bony fingers on the little drde of our old 
acquaintances. The captain was no more ; Ma* 
dame Bignon, our heroine's foster-mother, was a 
widows and the honest, kind-hearted Aim^ 
Lestooq bad ||ad many a garland strewed over 
ber grave, and many a flood of tears poured 
forth to her memory, by the sweet girl who suU 
thought o^ and loved her. Her loss was irre^ 
parable; but it was, supplied in the best pos- 
sible mannear by Losette, the ddest of Madame 
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Bignon'8 daughters, and the foster-nster (tit 
Leonie. 

Mr. Subervillehad been going on in gradually 
increasing wealth ; his health kept fur and goodj 
notwithstanding the many insidious efibrts mad^ 
by disease to creiep into his constitution, in th^ 
semblance of strengthening draughts, and such 
like potations, strongly recommended by Glautte, 
and kindly prepared by madame, but firmly re^ 
jected by the sensible man who felt no need of 
help, and least of all of the kind proposed. His 
wife, whose natural temperament was a master- 
piece of invincible good health, had long with* 
stood the effects of her physician^s nostrums and 
her own attachment to them. Her constitutkm 
struggled bravely with the noxious stuff, but she 
was at length be^nning to shew signs of a 
breaking-up in the system ; not in any actual 
appearance of debility, but in a certain pursy 
look of the cheeks, some Ulious tinges in the 
neighbourhood of the eyes; and, above all, in 
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ocgBJonal loss of appetite, and faintness after 
exartioo, which, in earlier and better dajs, 
VDold have only Ixaced the frame it now seemed 
Id shake to its foundations. 

Glaiitte, as I before intimated, was becoming 
somewhat stiffer, and more bloated ; a little short- 
winded or so' ; more lazy, perhaps ; if possible, 
more dull ; and his limited faculties becoming 
every day more inflexibly hardened, and gaining 
symptoms of an approaching tendency to what 
might be called a moral ossification. Notwith- 
yfiuling all this, he had one strong instinct 
which never lost its hold upon him. That was a 
power of adapting himself to circumstances, in 
mU their various modifications. This aptitude, of 
which he was perfecdy conscious, did not appear 
to him to militate, in the least degree, against 
his &vourite theory of materialism ; for he felt 
it to be trulv what I describe it, £n instinct: 
and he used to say to Mr. Suberville, in his 
|Hosing way, that ^^he was certain he would 
have di^layed it in some corresponding manner, 
had he been merely what man was meant to be. 
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in animal on all fours, with a long tail, and no 
discourse of reason.^ Mr. Subenrille thought 
that the last clause of the sentence needed not ta 
be included as an obstacle. He was, howereri 
too good tempered to send back anj cutting re- 
tort on the doctor. He thought him, from long 
acquaintance, a consummate ass, but harmleM 
withal ; and he never in his life, by rebuff or 
repartee, turned the innocuous flow of hu argo* 
ment out of its very deep and very muddy chan* 
nel. Listening to the monotonous strain had 
indeed become a part of Mr. Suberville^s daily 
habits. He had got into the custom of its eo* 
durance, and it gained on him to such a pitdi, 
that, in his afternoon musings on his own 
affairs, or the prospects of Leonie, he found the 
accompaniment of Glautte^s drawling voio* an 
absolute want, as the burring drone of a bag« 
pipe is necessary to keep up a supply of wind 
for that part of the instrument which produces 
the melody. 

Mr. Suberville^f intelligent and upright coiw 
duct in his magisterial eapasity ensured him a 
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IMtmaiient oontiiitiaiioe in his office of mayor. 
WiUii^ to add another act of kindness to the 
many he had heaped on the doctor, he had, from 
his first appointment, named him to the place of 
a^oinij or depuQr. There never was a more 
perfect anecure than this ; for the active turn of 
Mr. SuberviUe^s mind, united with a high sense 
of duty, made him perform the most trivial de- 
tails himself; and he had besides, a clerk, who 
was a sharp, ready-witted fellow, and whose long 
practice in the situation made him invaluable 
for the minor business of the bureau. Glautte, 
therefore, lecdved his salary for nothing ; and 
gave b™»*lf the airs of an official man, without 
ever putting his foot in the office, except on 
occasions of the trial of petty offisnces, when he 
mada it a point of conscience to sleep through 
the whole process, that he might be ready 
to j(Mn, with an unbiassed mind, in what- 
ever sentence was pronounced by his su- 
perior. 

The deik to whmn I just oM^ailuded, was a 
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m^mf* ifi A Intf^ mA hmi Uf^f lA^ttfn if4f^¥i^ 
ymm^MI ^'iih Ah^rm^pf yH ^mtfttttf^ nhn iff 
mnwMfi^ mmmtii Wp hm\ \i¥¥h u^^^p ih iim 

him Uf ih4' mAfm'Aimi4' piuiftikm wh^i im Md 
A ^iui»ty <;^^t)fy mf^f Um^ ih*fU ^i^^ ih 

tff 9^i. tUffiiln fih^ffM ftH'fctf^ mih h^ ymn^ 



THS VOU^E AU BLAKC. 97 

tkns was changed. Her prayers were now put 
lip wholly for the happiness of Leonie, who 
reaDy had obUuned the fullest possession of all 
that fondness which her honest heart had been, 
in her early years, hoarding up for her own 
long-looked-for progeny. She attributed all the 
beauty and amiability of her protege^ to the 
invisible care of the saint; and the constant 
white dress of Leonie threw such an air of 
angelic softness around her, that she at times 
appeared to the vapoury notions of Madame 
Suberville, the personification of something more 
than earthly. 

The singular costume did certainly throw a 
peculiar grace on the beauteous form it covered ; 
and its influence on Leonie's mind was not 
slight. She attended regularly to her religious 
duties along with Madame Suberville; and 
though she had too much natural good sense to 
be infected with her benefactresses weakness, she 
eould not avoid catching a tinge of enthusiasm, 
which acted somewhat wildly on a romantic tern- 
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.'XtraoitnBirr^ntrncttuttsuc her own scurr. Htr 

^-ws«iwnh lier ::putt :r; .mi sm iuM r«««miia 
tiXNisMiii :iQw«« irtMM ^Imibw vSicoiMk tfe» lai- 

(ler v^tuirerncKuak .u»k twr titittstk ^fal^ had rend 

untii^ :it .Tnft?9^ ler \-wuac uid .irdem spirit 
scvmeti lo 'Ivt .c;»eit\it>«$cuik«tt lur suweueiiuv than 
ordiitturr :atc. ^lli*s»^ -.wumr^ ivuuieti with « 
itrnnt; di^^nv ot* l^asiinunvvik luodit lic^r shrink 
irnm :lio irn^v* which .dw»\*s tuiluw%\l hwr wbtn 
she left her home. She >v2tc» tiK'iintHi to Aarribe 

solely CO tlie reomrkahie ;ippeeinuux> «U' her dnmf 

• 

the tributary looks of ;uhiuracum which wefe 
paid to her iinciininuui beauty. Her white 
tume, no doiibt, attracted ohnervation, but it 
never until the eyes of the beholden had lost tbt 
view of her lovely face, and then became rivettcd 
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€D the symmeUry of her light form, that the 
soamj robes which enfolded it, and the auxiliary 
parts of her dress possessed the least attraction- 
Her repugnance to be stared at kept her en- 
tirely firom the town of Rouen. She never could 
be persuaded to go to visit the widowed Ma- 
dame Bignon (to whom, as we shall see, she 
became an object of much interest) from the 
poiod which followed her twelfth year; but 
her fame had been established all Arough this 
andait city, which often heard, as well as her 
immediate neighbourhood, the praises of the 
incomparable VouSe au Blanc. 

While she thus fostered in childhood all the 
natural romance of her disposition, to which 
seclusion and piety afforded such constant food, 
another feeling was growing fast in her mind, 
"that gave it still a more powerful bias as wo- 
manhood began to ripen. Mr. Mowbray, the 
worthy Philadelphian merchant, had in the regu- 
lar correspondence which followed his return to 
America, invariably contrived to include the 

y 2 
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tuamt of I^cDfiie; and tiy tnimy YttiUf pri«init# 
aim! amununl Wuui tnemaffi^f kqH up, a» tfhe 
(kticifd At l45twii9 A glimrmrring r4?cf>ll4?ciMm <if hi* 
pi;rMm, tAtU'^ i\w day 4ft )m nhifri yimi At the 
VaIc iif Uic- Three VillAg<?M. Kui Cimtwded with 
tbi« tKiiion, tnio or /aIm?, tlicre wak the AMtoei*' 
tfon of Am^hirr imlivuliiAl, wlio, though utMcen 
Axeq yt in tito wAndfrrinf^ cliniili» of hc^r intiginA' 
iuntf liml in a ttuM <rxtrA^irdinAry nrnnmrr hhrnd* 
«d with aII b4?r youthful iiUmfi^itn And f^mg^ 
Thin wttM I^dward, tlie rmly mm tit Mr Mow- 
bray, Ui wliryui the re/Kl<T may reuMrrntier hi* 
auifjiil ulhiHion diirin/^tlfe Urfir/re-mnitfoned vimt, 
And f/f whom the father nev<rr faih;d to mj 
Mmiethin/( or rithcr in hi^ h'tter^* It wa» euri' 
ouft niou^h t<i M-e* n% I have M'en« the liill of 
loding^of m; many hahm r;f ef;tt.ori| in* a hrttirr of 
Ailvic^T of A hill of exehatfgf'y wound up with A 
INWtM^ript to the following t'ffe^tt, *^ KdwArd nemli 
hift hrve U^ \m little wife :^ or '* kinfi I^ionie for 
me twenty iime^i^ anrl mi forth'— aIw Ay i» wrt|4 
t4*n by ihii fathcr^n tmnd, liut cotdimicd in VAfi- 
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vmjrsy firom the umneaning scrawl of a boy 
of fire or sol jeus of age, to the pothook-and- 
iHBger agnatiiieof a joulh of eight or ten, then 
the osmpcd fittle attempt at running hand, and 
finalhr the irdl-cut letters €jt the name Edward 
ll<yw1nj. Leonie used to gaze at these epistles 
with del^ited eyes, even before she could 
odentand them ; and when she fairlv learned 
Id read and know her own language, she often 
wished Mr. Mowhray wrote better French, or 
thai Edward would learn the language for him- 
adf. She always answered these mementoes ot 
Transatlantic gallantry on little sUps of paper, 
wr itte n by Mr. SubenriUe, and signed by bar, in 
dioit sentences of frimdly import; but just pre- 
TioQsiy to her attaining bar fifteenth year, (an im- 
portant epoch of her life, and at which I haTe 
diosen to introduce her to the ftill-grown ac> 
quBiBtaBce of my readers,) she was struck with 
the idea of learning English- A sort of lurking 
Ikipe that was in some way or other linked with 
the idea of Edward Mowbray, was certainly the 
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first incitement of this design. It wan^ however, 
very natural to the dispomtiou which she pos- 
sessed in A strong degree for the attainment of 
knowledge. Her studies had been hitlierto 
limited to her own language^ which she had 
thoroughly learned under the care of a daily 
governess who attended her, from Rouen ; the 
elementary branches of general education, 
musdc, drawing, and of course dancing, in all of 
which she made such progress as might be ex- 
pected from a girl of more than ordinary talents. 
But no sooner had she conceived the desire of 
acquiring the English tongue, than she hastened 
to communicate it to Mr. and Madame Subcr- 
ville^ with an ardour that shewed them the 
inclination must be indulged. Consent was 
immediately given; and in order to put her wishes 
into execution, application for aid was immedi- 
ately forwarded to a person of so much impor- 
tance to the sequel of my story, that I really 
must do him the honor of opening a new cb^ 
ter with the announcement of his Oftme. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

MOKSIEUE HiPPOLITE EmMANU£L NaRCISSE 

D£ Choufleuk, was an offshot from one of those 
ancient and noble families, which, had I at hand a 
blood-hound of heraldry, I might perhaps succeed 
in tracing back to the most dismal depths of the 
dark ages. This gentleman was an hereditary 
royalist, a prating, busy, and empty-pated 
fellow, who had owed the good luck of keeping 
his head on his shoulders in the stormy seas of 
the revolution, merely to the lightness of the 
freight it carried. He floated on the waten like 
the buoy of an anchor, and just served to dendD^ 
the grounds where his family had fixed, axki Jf^ 
where the privateers that were then abroad 
might find safe harbourage and shelter. Perw- 



104 THM ^HHfite AV l».A1Mf. 

cmktfi miA PAmftmuium )mA Arisen nil the cHImtt 
MMiitiiliMlM i/f tiM riM^ ikr frofff ibc^r fuilitc; l«iidf 
«fid krfi him ^ennyU^tm, Hia wb«^ {iMMMMOfMcm 

hiAUikrfit^ fkyAAu^f )xrii^gr€$mf utnA rM&4wkioftid 
c«MiJ»^ f^Umi twmlj \mrvf twukeeu brMwlMsi; 
M litrg^ t\unnUiy nf ntfiicnf with »biru iwid ftilU 
ill iIm? pr*/j>^/rli/;« nf tjtu* erf tlw* firj»t iu cittty 

\)if%€iif \mi^U^Jnu*Mlenf riii^ atkl hrtfoeticn; ami 
« m»UM'Wii«mI i'.^k^^ ntpnimniuf^ nundry |/aUrr»U 
irf' iM/l/ilify, ifmrn/i^r urUt.U^^f yrmtin (4 e^iMtfUff 
null ifiiwt pTthffmtf ^t'titin \tUHHU Up(iUtitm.^yf «mJ 
f(*mM ri|4lift> Willi tUm i^Unk of im/rc luimliMr* 

Imtly ffilU'df Mtm^. ll'uffHmiPf fmnifKfK'eil hiii 
friMlf? lif rrniKmnt* kiii^tUrrrfin^ ff/rhiiM'-liun- 
fCTTi AMfl fmLd'mmU iimrfpiifi. Afirr htr///mf^ himI 
IniKitlifi^ At>«Mii hi^ n/itivc NMrirmtMly fr/r A^mif- 
y^^rn foWttwrn^ i\w tiumhilttUou of mwh im^Um' 
M4/IIA A9 wrr^ liU iiifly iiilurrittttfcf^', h<* (krtirr' 
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ahotes of Great Britain; and as his stay in his 
own country had attracted no attention, so 
did his departure meet with no difficulty. He 
hmded from a fishing-boat at Brighton, ia amis^ 
rable plight ; told a long lying story of misfor- 
tunes, imprisonment and escape; was warmly 
received by some honest John Bull; remained 
two years or more in our island, acquiring a 
marvellously insufficient knowledge of the lan- 
guage, and a perfect taste for roast beef; and 
having supported himself by his skill in dancing 
which no native teacher could compete with, and 
upheld his claims to the title of marquis by 
appeals to his satin-wood casket, which no one 
would take the trouble to examine, he availed 

r 

himself of the first amnesty granted by Napo- 
leon, and returned to look after the remnants of 
his family inheritance, which he protested most 
solemnly were buried somewhere adjacent to 
the site of the thre^ villages. 
.His re-appearance excited some surprise anil 

f3 
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A pmA AmtA of ammcuumt. Peaphs hm(g^^ «l 
bii» impiuktuscr a* wdl «• bin <itbifr nmmMd 
fimbUs qwdititm, ll<f n«^<rr di«eoireral bin 

wkkb b^ \md fmmmHsd witb EnglMib indufUjr, U# 
ilM|KM<; ^/f wUb tbi^ iiri|irovuU;tiey p«eulkr to bi* 
country uuiU, litt wau tm Utigimi* ah Aoy <ifWf iu 
NotMioftdy; And ImvUiff mmie ao fl4^UAmtAoeir 
wUb VmfU{0'm Vtmmimpimf wbo wa» aII ikmg§ 
uui4j aII fiu^fi, bis etnploytd Uim to make msor^usk 
Uiio iUa Umumar^hla mirumciau of th^ Rfroto- 
iunmry dcirret**, Ui fiiul out ftr/finy [iriHtirxu for 
UiW-*iUiiHf tu rifiufvar righu whicii im otus bad 
(L'Virr h^riifd of hut frottt hitii. All ilut suntiduny 
tfH UU c'ou«bt?llor L'ould iu4, bowever, liucceed^ 
ev^i ill NofiiiAiidy, Ui niu«u>r u|> oitc {iriti«ibW 
i'ttutiti for litigAtioM ; Aud \HKtr M< Wx^ur Hi|i{M>- 
Ilia foutui bUm^4f reduced to tlu; ttud nccismiy 
of Im^#mhm^ a tamher of KnglUb to uuch of tiur 
f/i^Mry in lUtiwu mid \t» mt^^ihourltood i^ 
wtmUi coudtim*4md to boid communiuu, eytu 
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through the pages of a grammar, with the 
deeply-hated nation whose language was con- 
sidered as barbarous as itself was odious. To 
carry his project into effect, he gave up his 
wanderings about the country, and fixed him- 
self in a little chamber on the fourth story of 
ooe of the oldest houses in one of the narrowest 
streets of Rouen. To attract the passers-by, 
and give pubUcity to his design, a little black 
board hung suspended by a string from his 
casement, and dangling down as far as the top 
panes of the shop-window below, shewed in 
printed characters at one side, the following 
words: 

RUN OF THE ENGLISH TONGUE, 

BY MISTER CHOUFLEUR. 

HE GIVES THE PART1CKLER LESSONS. 

TO ADDRESS ONESELF TO THE PROFESSOR WHO 

RESTS IN THE FORTH. 

At the reverse side was the following transla- 
tion, for the benefit of the country gentlemen, I 
suppose, and explaining the somewhat ambi- 
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guous meaning of the original to those even who 
understood English. 

COUR8 DE LAXOUE ANGLAISI^ 

PAR M. DE cnoUPLEUR. 

IL DONNE DB« LK9ON8 PARTlCtTLIKREg. 
fl' ADDRESSER AU PROFEHSEUR, QUI RESTE AC 

QUATUIKME. 

This tempting announcement hod certmnly 
taken some persons in — not onl)' to the house, 
but in other ways^ as may be supposed. Nothing 
was ever more; absurd than the jumble of trash 
which this ))rofeHSor taught his pupils ; and as 
the limited knowledge of our language which 
existed in France 1)cfore the peace was almost 
entirely acquired from some such source^ we 
need not wonder at our first visitors to Paris 
having been obliged to rccjuest that their French 
friends would translate their Knglish greetings, 
to make them comprehensiljle. In this way, 
hiiwever, Monsieur llippolite got his livelihodd, 
and having no competitors, at least none less 
ignorant than himself, he became in a few years 
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yeiy celebrated among the learned men. of Rouen 
and its Ticinage. 

But there was another language which he 
piqued himself on knowing still better than 
English— the language of pangs, palpitations, 
aghs and blushes, in short — the language of 
love. This he protested he had first acquired 
by inspiration, and afterwards per/ectianed by 
study. He was most profound in this particular 
branch of philology ; could trace the root of all 
the young blossomings of the tender passion ; 
tell what particular parts of its speech should 
stand alone or require support; conjugate every 
one of its auxiliary or most irregular symptoms ; 
and decline with readiness every one of its verbal 
adjuncts, except those which might take the 
shape of invitations to breakfast, dinner or 
su^)er. 

This language he taught gratis; and the gene- 
rosity with which he lavished his lessons was 
unbounded: maid, wife, and widow, were alike 
the objects of his voluntary services; but he 
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repeaUfdly declared that the tongue of kive (k 
Umgue iTamumr) was little suited to the paUte 
of the females of Normandy^ for it wm noto- 
rious that not one of them, of any age or degree, 
would listen l>eyond the first Ave minutes to his 
lectures. 

Monsieur Hippolite thought this most unaiC' 
countable* He frequently lookisd at himself 
in the glass from head to foot, and could see no 
physical cause of failure. To accomplish tl)is 
favourite employment, he was obliged to stand 
on a chair ; and it was while he was in the laud* 
able exerci^ of this self-exam inatiofi mx a sharp 
frosty Sunday morning, after a recent rebuff tttmi 
the wife of his landlord^ that the old vioamj(^ 
servant who attended him put a billet into his 
bands, signifying that ^* Mademoiselle Leonie 
Suberville would feel tionored by the atten- 
dance of M. de Choufleur at the Valley, for tiie 
purpose of commencing a course of mstritf^tioa 
in tlie English language.^ 

His ra}Hureson the perusal of tliese lines ^^^^ 
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unbounded. To give a loose to liis delight, he 
unbuttoned his shirt-collar, turned out the old 
woman, locked the door, threw himself into his 
arm-chair, read the billet over a thousand times, 
and having finally (as was declared by his 
neighbour in the opposite garret) exhausted him- 
self by every extravagant expression of his 
transports, he tied the note round with a piece 
of pink ribbon, and, fastening it to the inside of 
his waistcoat close over his heart, he re-adjusted 
his dress, and prepared to set out for the resi- 
dence of Mr. Suberville. While we suppose 
him employed in his three quarters of an hour''s 
walk, we may devote about the same proportion 
of a chapter to account for liis delight, and some 
circumstances connected ^ith it. 

He had, in common with the chief part of the 
gossipping population of Rouen, often heard of 
the bewitching beauty, talents, and romantic 
turn of the Vouee au Blanc. Being quite con- 
vinced that in every one of these three respects 
he formed a perfect parallel to this young crea- 
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ture, be fJt an imfiratiim^ as he §mdf that 
impelkd him quite irremMy to throw buDfelf 
in her way, and give their mutual iympatbies a 
fair chance of cooiing into contact. Por this 
purpose be had made many ineffectual attempU 
to get acquainted with Mr. SuberviUe, and at 
laat, about three montha prerioua to the recep* 
tion of Leonien billet, lie had taken the plan 
of regularly attending, every Sunday morning, 
at the earliest celebration of maiM(, in the littk 
church close to Mr, Suberville^s dwellii^y 
wlufre Mxidame aiul tier adopted daughur 
were punctually seen offering up their matio 
oriiionh. 

In thiii solemn, though humble sanctuary, did 
the already enamoured IJippolite first catch • 
view of the object of his [>assioiL 

Covered in a cluak of white satin, trimmed 
with white fur, a white bonnet on her head, and 
a long white veil concealing her lovely face, a 
pair of white cloth shoes with white fur btnd^ 
ings peeping out hlce little rabbits from und«r 
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W robe, Leonie tripped along the aisle beside 
iier mamma one Ni)Tember morning, when De 
Cboufleur, who had taken his station in a 
favorable position, thought that he saw the 
embedied spirit of his inspiration approaching 
towards him. His agitation was excessive ; and, 
added to the coldness of the morning and a thin 
covering, made him tremble from head to foot ; 
while his heart kept fluttering and flapping 
against his ribs. 

Madame Suberville and Leonie, ^uite unob- 
servant of their observer, walked forwards to 
their usual station at the left-hand side of the 
altar, where the priest had not yet appeared. 
They knelt softly down ; and, as Leonie was pre- 
paring to open her little red-covered prayer- 
book, she was startled by the noise of something 
falling on the steps at the opposite side, and 
upon looking towards the place, observed the 
figure of a stranger in a kneeling posture directly 
before her, his eyes fixed on her, and his hands 
held up in the gesture of supplication. This 
.was no other than De Choufleur, whose emo- 
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tbfi» trnd hem fftnn^ tm fnnn ihmr fiUU'fmi 
pAC^f when he Ami mw J^mmw glidir inUi tti« 
ehur&hf into rc^giiW f^rmlnibn^ r^ ir^t ediitirr, 
Atul gniUfpf until ihtfy m f»r ^yerp^wered him 
on W tnkittjK the iK«Aiif« of jway^', tbiii, yidd- 
ffi|; to ttii^ invMfibl^ nympnihy wbit'h ri|^ltt«d 
hM movcftn^t^ iiy hernf he dnippeA dtmn ufon 
bin Ummf witb nn dirupimm ibui eftUMd tbir 
Mound wbich mt mrprimd her, 

H^r fim imjmW wti^n bi^ «yi; en^^i bi» 
(i/ftire, wfl» t4^^ burnt into a loii4 bwmfM but 
rt?np«^t for iJii? nmfitA mmw iff tb4? M^li^^turif 
i\\mk\y ^mtMerumnAeA tbai t£ftrffHAii4:>ri^ Ami ^ 
wm fiffi^i to A renirmtt^ ami mmAherinf/; kitid 
iff hynUtfWf wbk'b r4*qiiircd b4*r utmoni etftffU 
to k^i* witliiii t;Knimln. Mtuitmw Huticrrvilk^ 
burii^ in ib«t (U-\tih i4 \%er i\eyiA!umn^ \umX n«itb<fr 
i;iye% nor m.f% Uir wbiit w/w panning rouml bir ; 
hui to JMntJfy our Ui^nnrntn n\f\mjem\i k^ity, I 
munt ^v« my r^'ftik'rn a nb^^l, nli/(ht nk^tc^b ^rf' 
MminWor IJif^>liti?> ^f\1efirtm^ m\d mmiume^ 
im %\w mw it ttt tbin f^M*d, 

lU* wan in tfi4? firni pbw^ prmn^ly fii^i* fi^ 
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tnd an inch in hdght, and, being then some- 
what turned of forty, it was commonly believed 
that he had acquired his complete growth. 
There was no proportion between the length 
and thickness, either of the whole person, or its 
component parts, and, geographically described, 
it would not offer a favourable specimen of 
man^s fair pn^xnrticHi. The head leaning for^'ard 
like a promontory, was large and long, the body 
^wed like a great continent long and thick, 
the isthmus neck was at once short and slender, 
the arms reached nearly to the knees, and the 
thighs and legs were a{^>allingly stout and mus- 
cular. An elevati<Hi and protuberance of his 
ri^t shoulder gave to what nature meant for 
its fdlow, the ur of a very distant correspon- 
daM^, and caused him when in action to pro- 
ceed with that movement best defined by the 
military [duBse en eckdon. The only good 
parts were the well turned ancles and die dimi- 
nutive and prettily formed feet, and they were 
gurmounted by a pairof calves, whose Hcrculeau 
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^immmtm^ §mfmi\ Ut ihrmUm tm ih^ kM 
tnugrtUnt Uf 1mm ihmr mmrt$mtit^f ihni in Ut my^ 
i\m mmjtm tff thp old iUmwA fA\k tiUmkini^ 
whtfmt fiMurd whiUt wm Mmt^i mih iim yd' 
low Umf iff tirtWf Htui ih4^ ]n9WiUsr Hi$$t of tlur 
WMtiiwrmnmtt, ll^r fm^ wm$ t4 a f^mlmf 
tmiufti. It WMi tHA mUmWy t^ijf h^i fmrfktk' 
Ufiy dfiAX, *t\w ttfft^umA «l<im#«l hmk 4if««;tljr 
from i\u! txy^Ammn^ i\w tutm ad^mmfA htymiA 

44 Hff^ii MiKTf fiAUfwttd thft tufm #illf iir^M 

whtUr 4ryi^mm%f ft$u\ YuU HU\fidwt\^ iMt^-fpA Wi 

fmutW tn^miit mtii Mtt ^Uffnuf^ iuwftfiU^ jrr^m^y 
iff tl«? Mitnit rttiuf mih ilwf? fmt^H'MXf ^/wrf^ « 
f^(^AuHiiu\ ^fffi fit UnA U* ^Spk wb/^ ^Aty^ff^ 
wmty, "lli^ \mr^ tu^UimWy finium^ #«<» 4]MVi 

Uirw; flwT i^uv^^n ^trrtr rwUiy^ ftp4 f^jfVprpA m 
fivkft mth im ftmW 4'jpUmfPii iUmn^ ituti UmtmA 
H j*rf«rt 4'j»fU'^uf^^ 44 #lpi4w?r* 4m 4mh, 
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A reverential r^ard for the antiquity of fa- 
Bilj relies, and a natural love of finery made 
M. Hq)polite not only preserve those which 
lonained to him, but carry them on his person 
<n all occasions. He wore rings, and brooches, 
and biickles, in enormous profusion, and he had 
through all the changes of his latter life con- 
trived to keep one dress suit formed out of the 
remains of his antient wardrobe. On the pre- 
lent occasion, he had all his treasures on his back 
md other appropriate parts. His one last pair 
of ^k stockings have beoi already mentioned. 
The garments next in order, formed of what once 
looked nankeen, now wore the semblance of 
rery ill-washed white calico, and his waistcoat 
iras silk that had been ori^nallya bright violet, 
but was now washed into the hue of the outer 
sdge of an expiring rainbow; and, saying no- 
dung of the cravat or frill, and less than nothing 
it the mysterious garment to which they formed 
ippendages, I may notice the antient rose-co- 
kmred coat, which had been long ance dyed. 



i4$P4t ittM hmi # t^M ^hnHt^ftm-j/ ^#^^ m 'f^ 
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she used to gaze on his figure, to the manifest 
ruffling of those jhous thoughts and sedate 
looks so appropriate to the place he appeared in. 
Madame Suberville could not avoid remarking 
his constant attendance at Mass. It gave her a 
very good opinion of him, and she readily 
assented to Mr. SubenriUe*s suggestion that he 
should be Leonie's teacher of Englisli. Leonie 
was enchanted with the nomination, and it gave 
a fresh zest to the pleasure which she looked 
forward to in her new studies. 
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CHAPTER V. 



De CffouFLKnn*}! tliouglits slipped on « 
•onoothly nn liis feet, ivliile he slidcd along the 
frosty roml townrdft tlie vale. His mind par- 
tici])nte(l in the rla?*tlcity of his nerves, and his 
liop(?s swelled bi^ and giant-like, in sympathy 
with the sinews of his calves. He was con- 
vinced that love had at lant set the spark to that 
long train of well directed l(H)ks, and passionate 
contortions of fiw^e and carcase, which he had 
so skilfully prepared for explosion in the deep 
chambers of Leonie's heart. He c^mgratulated 
himself over and over again, that he had not 
even strove by any premature effort to force 
himself upon her, nor done any thing to thwart 
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the effect of his deep design ; and just as be 
got close to Mr. Suberville*s house, he was 
farced to lean against a little projection, and 
tUnp awhile to take breath, to prepare himself 
for the coming meeting. 

The time he had lost in raptures over the 
note of invitation, had completely prevented his 
usual attendance at the morning service, and 
given Madame Suborville and Leonie so far the 
start of him, that they had returned home and 
breakfasted before he reached the house. Leonie 
by no means expected his appearance, so 
promptly following her summons. She was 
therefore not a httle surprised to see his well^ 
known 'figure sloping down by the course of the 
little rivulet, and sliding across the glassy sur- 
bee of the irrigated bleach green« She could 
scarcely restrain herself from laughing outright; 
but knowing that Monsieur Hippolite stood 
high in the good graces of her mamma, on the 
score of his piety, she had always abstained, in 
ber presence, from any expression which might 

VOL. III. ' c 
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make him an object of ridicule. And it may 
be well to premise in this place, that her inno- 
cent mind had never imagined any cause for his 
assiduous attentions at church, but those which 
piety might afford. She had frequently laughed 
and talked about him to Alfred Suberville, the 
son ot the deceased captain, who was her con- 
stant confidant when she had any secret joke to 
communicate relative to Dr. Glautte, or any 
other subject appertaining to the ludicrous. I ' 
may here mention that this cousin, as she in 
courtesy called him, was, in pursuance of the 
plans of his designing mother eternally hovering 
about Leonie, her lover by anticipation, and in 
right of her the future inheritor of his uncle*s 
wealth. He was a good-tempered careless 
youth, and liked Leonie very well, without either 
loving her or being loved. H#Vas at the val- 
ley on the morning in question ; and he espied, 
at the same moment as she, the florid face of 
De Choufleur, blooming through the mist sent 
up by his breath into the frosty air. The forced 



THE VOUj^E AU BLAISE. 12S 

efibrts at decorum of this young couple were 
contrastedivith the bustling preparations for a 
wdcome reception made by the old lady, and 
the quiet gravity of Mr. Suberville, who sat 
reading his newspaper, resolved to take no notice 
of the visitor announced by Alfred, whose repu- 
tation had long been obnoxious to his contempt. 
Aflter an awful note of preparation, sounded 
through the fragile texture of a cambric muslin 
pocket-handkerchief, and reiterated scrapings of 
the soles of the shoes, with a couple of hems ! 
pronounced in a tone something between a cough 
and the neighing of a horse — the door opened, 
and the servant's tittering recapitulation of the 
names of Monsieur de Choufleur was followed 
by the entrance of their lawful owner. True to 
the observance of his former and his present 
professions, h4piad prepared both his first atti- 
tude and his opening speech. He accordingly 
stopped at the edge of the door, placed his feet 
in the third position, gracefully put his little 
cocked hat under his arm, squared his right 

g2 
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wrist and elbow, and just touched his left side 
with the tips of his thumb and ttrte finger 
Thus arranged, and throwing his eyes round the 
room, he began ^* Gentlemen and Ladies !*'-* 
when Madame SuberviUe, rising and advanring 
towards him, cut short the thread of hb dis- 
course with ^^ good morning, Sir : I am very 
happy indeed to receire a gentleman so distin- 
guished, as well for his knowledge of foreign 
languages, as for his attendance on the duties of 
his religion. Pray give yourself the trouble td 
walk in ; this is my husband, Sir, and that my 
nephew, and yonder sitH my daughter. Sir, your 
future pupil/* 

*' Ah, Madame !^ sighed the amorous Hippo- 
lite, rather confused by the abrupt impediment 
made in his 8peech, but utteriy overwhelmed 
by this actual introduction to Leonie, " ah, 
Madame ! I know her already.*' 

Mr. Suberville just raiftcd his eyes above the 
margin of the newspaper, and bowed his head 
slightly to Dc Choufleur. The plaintive tone 
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of his voice and his theatrical languishment of 
look, appeared exceaavely ridiculous ; but as it 
wa9 the first time Mr. Suberville had heard him 
apeak, he took it for granted they were con- 
nected with his every-day manner, and resuming 
bis reading for a moment or two, he shortly 
rose and quitted the room. 

Alfred, who had continually quizzed Leonie 
about De Choufleur'*s church-going, and assured 
her (without knowing any thing more than his 
general character) that she had made a conquest 
of hiBiy was ipstantaiieously convinced that such 
was tbe£MBt He therefore replied to the long- 
drawn agh of acknowledgment which follow^ 
Madame SuberviUe^s introduction, ^^ Aye, Mr. 
de Choufleur, and she knows you, I assure you. 
Many a time she has told me of your being at 
church together.^' 

^* What goodness T cried Hippolite with 
ardour ; *^ and has Mademoiselle had the kind- 
ness to ^ve the least of her attention to the 
humblest and most devoted of her servants ?^' 
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This was addressed ta Leonie cBrect, and in 
a tone which was meant as the very deepest key 
of the pasfidonate and pathetic Lieonie who was 
really ashamed of the earnest gaze he fixed on 
her, and unable any longer to keep her counte- 
nance, blushed the deepest shade of scarlet, and 
stuffing her handkerchief into her mouth, turned 
to the window to conceal her confusion and 
enjoy her laugh, 

De Choufieur seeing the blush, and uncon- 
scious of its accompaniment^ attributed the whole 
to the cause which he considered the right one ; 
but held his tongue firmly between his teeth, 
afraid to commit himself by the utterance of 
the delight with which he was burning. 

Alfred, who amply enjoyed the scene, imme- 
diately exclaimed to Madame Suberville, ^^come 
along, my dear aunt; let us leave Leonie 
and Monsieur de Choufleur to commence thar 
studies, I see they are anxious to be alone/' 

^* The sooner the better,"*^ said Madame: 
^' when af&irs of instruction are tabe arrangjed^ 
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there is nothing like leaving master and pupil 
together, where the age and respectability of the 
former are guarantees for the safety of the 
latter. — Is it not so. Monsieur de Choufleur ?^ 

" Ah, Madame !" aghed De Choufleur. 

'^ Now my dear child,^ continued Madame 
Suberville addressing Leonie, ^^ pay every atten- 
tion to what Mons. de Chouflemr says to you. 
you know-how he merits your confidence.'' 
Oh r murmured Hippolite. 
You need not fear her being negligent,'' 
added the garrulous dame turning to him : ^^ she 
is most favourably disposed to listen to you, 
believe me — '^ 

^^ I am penetrated, Madame !" 

^^ And trust me that no ^1 of her age is rea- 
dier at learning by heart." 

** It is too much !" cried De Choufleur, in infi- 
nite agitation, as Alfred led his aunt out of the 
room and shut the door. Leonie had stood 
some time fixed in the recess of the window, not 
daring to turn round. At length she heard the 
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door do^i fttid knew nhij wa» aIoini with her 
ifintructor. Thai cotiMderAtion ftntmdiftldy 
brmighi her fcclingN fjn a proper level, And with 
tt hletided gmcioitfmeM and conifKiMiire ^he 
kmked nt I)e (/houlletir, and hegged hstn to 
take t chair. It woii lucky for him that fthe 
ponMCMiied thi» prompt Mmae of her own pro- 
priety i for had fihe waited one minute longer he 
would have heen down on h]» knee« on the 
cambric muslin handkerchief, which he woe pre* 
paring to upreod out for the protection of hit 
nankin knee-covcrern. 

Her colmncMfi and dignity chilled him like on 
icicle, f(ir he Itml not cmly iH^licrvcd Madame 
HulM«rvillo ami the amnin to have 1x;en |iaving 
the way, aii it wore*, for hid avowal, but nup' 
pofK?d her to lie mrlting in the warmth of a ten* 
der Gonfuiion. lie therefore itare<l at her fftill, 
but with a c<mtractiim of mmith and brow that 
ffpoke unutterable ttiingN. Hhe repeated her 
invitaticm that he would be ffcatedi at iihe wot 
already ; upon which he took a ebair with a 
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iooti automatcm-like air; and, uttering a deep* 
breathed ^ ah ah ah !** he dropped down almost 
nncmiseioasly upon it. 

Lecxue prcqxwed that they should commence 
the business which brought ibem together, ami 
he, feoovering by d^rees his presence of mind 
drew forth fiom his pocket a grammar of the 
English tongue. As he placed it on the table it 
opened, like a self-impdled oracle, at the verb 
^^ to love."' Hippolite thoufj^t that this little 
incident was gtuded by the finger of Destiny, 
and he caught with amaring quickness a great 
portiaD of his Conner tender and sanguine flow 
of kdimgE. He seised the book, and pointing to 
the propitious word, be threw a languishing 
kiok on Lemue, and repeated the first, second, 
and tbird persons of the verb in its indicative 
mood* ffis accent and lone aro not to be given 
ia print, but his pronundatioo was as thus: — 

Hi loaf!! Veeloaf!! 

Dowloafest!! Yeuloaf!! 

£e loafs! Day loaf! 

G 3 
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The respective marks of admiratioii are mc mt 
to denote the varying emphasis which accooi- 
panied his utterance of each expression. For 
the tone and manner^ I think thev must have 
beggared description. 

After a little time lost in this gentle foolery ,1 
Leonie, who of course did not understand a word 
of what he said, requested he would gjve her a 
task to perform, and he^ struck by a momentary 
thought, told her he invariably began with hin 
pupils by making them write down a few sen^ 
tences in English and repeat those exercises doily^ 
to give them a familiarity with the appearance 
of the words, and for other purposes of instruc- 
tion which he would explain as she advanced. She 
accordingly took from her nice little writing box 
(which was a present of Mr. Subcrville*s on her 
last f^te day) pen, ink and paper, and in her deli- 
cate hand wrote as follows^ by his diction^ the 
orthography of many of the words being guided 
by his pronunciation. 

^* My deer how I am glad to make you know- 
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ledge! It give me some of the plaisure more 
than I can you tell. Tou ar one man much 
amiable. You ar the gentlemann perfect, com- 
plete and the best bred. I liye on loaf! my 
brest bum like one oven, and I kiss you with 
my hart !" 

To this Exercise he made her add her name, 
and folding it up in the form of a letter, he care- 
fully put it in his pocket. Then, as if urged by 
some violent hurry, he took his leave, promising 
to come again the fdlowing day : and to remove 
all doubts which might be suggested as to the 
cause of his speed,' I b^ to say thus : it was 
merely for the gratification of an extraordinary 
vanity, which made him fly from the house to 
gaze upon this imintended love-letter, and volun- 
tarily deceive himself with the fancy that it was 
really the dictation of Leonie^s own heart. 

He continued his attendance some weeks, but 
was always kept at a proper distance by the 
decorous bearing of his pupil, who^ young as 
she was, had good sense enou^ to see the 
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necetsity of a very deteimined and repremve 
manner ton^ardi him, Herprogrew m English 
WB», as may he fiupposed, moKt imperfect The 
greatest difRculty presented to her naturally 
acute mind, was the lamentable ignorance of her 
teacher, and she soon diHcovered his incom- 
petence. She nevertheless saw the necessity of 
some assistance to help her through the morass 
of our incomprehensible pronunciatioo, and 
though she found that she could learn the prin- 
ciples of the language with her grammar and 
her dictionary, she thought she must have 
floundered on in ignorance for ever if she did 
not avail herself of Monsieur de Clioufleu/s 
acquaintance with the sounds of the harsh-looking 
consonantal wordH. Hippolite told her that in 
this branch he was perfect ; and she taking his 
assertion, not quite for granted, but for better 
for worse, they contintied to jog forward together. 
He was wonderfully cautious as to any expression 
of his passion at which her delicacy might take 
the alarm. Quite satisfied with being so fre- 
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quenHy in her preaenoe, he took amjde revenge 
for the reserve die imposed aa herself in speech, 
1^ making her uiKX«8cioualy express, in writing, 
senftanents the most extravagant and ridiculous. 
He kept her for several days to her constant 
task <^ English exerdses, as he continued to 
call them, until he saw she was beginning to 
understand enough of the language to make 
him fear her comprehending the scandalous 
nonsoise he put into her pen. His manoeu- 
vring then ceased, but he had acquired ten or a 
doien qS those precious productions, and I may 
as well give my readers here another specimen, 
of the existence of winch I myself, kmg after- 
wards, obtuned ocular proof. 

^^Nite and day, morning and after twelve 
o^clock^ my thotes are at thee. In the sliursh at 
at the walk, in the deep mystrees of some sleep, 
or in the full day, it is thou my deer who art 
before my ise, thy head bonded all ways by the 
halter, where I bum to be tied to thee without 
even the ceiemony of bang corded bj' my rela- 



tionf . Baleeve mee untill tha dethf thae very 



*^ My couiiin Alfred ttmkm itie galmUf bui I 
thee prrnnina I will marry myself with thee m 
HO(m M my wUlum are deiiil#*^ 

I Imv0 alriifldy «aU1 that De Ctimifleur*i» in- 
tention in making Laonie writ^ the ftr»t of tbe«r 

* It wouM 1^ iMi doubt m tici at mf^^o%9iiiJtm to «p 
plain away all i\n m\MMkm of ihmft kUmn, U tmff how^ 
tiver, \Hi wttW Uj tran4^ ibU Ud mm iniQ Vmuih, *mU mt 
Hommtr Hip^MUi tdUrwurdH <i«jeUr6d it wm tnmni Uh» 

^ Nuit ^ ymr, tinUUi ti mr, nim ^m^i^ nQUi a Un^ 

^mumil tiu uti i^kin ymt, c*«^ Uji numclm t^ai t^ tUivniUt 
mm yc iix, I* i^^Ut Vmymfi mi'Un£*i ^fne^ <J« VtmU^, ins j*- 

Mofi couiifj AlUfi^l (kit Uj^dijux ; mW« j« W ^nom^u f^ 
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effbsioiis was merdy for his private gntfi6fatkiP ; 
but DO soaaeT had he poesessed himself of two or 
three, than his egrepaus Tanity and fcdly made 
him oonceiTe the idea of shewing them to a few 
select friends, in proof of his having succeeded 
in gainii^ her affectkms. He therefore turned 
his thoughts on FausaecofMe, and fdt that it 
would be a fine triumph over his increduli^ 
regarding Hippolite'^s powers of pleasing, to 
shew him under Leonie^s own hand sevo^ 
biOeU-douXy which being written in aforrign lan- 
guage, gave 8u£Bcient jMxxxf of there being some- 
thing meant for secresy — and what so likely as 
confessions of love ? But he was too well aware 
of Fausseocpie^s shrewdness, not to feel it neces- 
sary to wait a reasonable time for his pupil'^s 
acquirement of the language in which he was 
to {Kove her having written, and he was forced 
to keep his intended revelation tn petto until 
he was very near being oUiged to abandon his 
design altogether. 

Leonie, who laboured mght and day at the 
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new study which seemed to her romantic mind 
to ocmtract the esipanse of ocean that separated 
her from Edward Mowbray, caught now and 
then a word or phrase in her forced exefdseik 
which seemed to her of yerj doubtful import 
Her own mis-spelling ci Hijqpolite^s false pnv 
nunciation defied detection in many instances by 
means of the dictionary, but still she thought it 
odd that he deferred from day to day putting 
her to the translation of those scraps, which she 
observed him to keep with such great care, and 
to fold up always in the form of letters She 
spoke to him oa the subject, but at first got 
vague answers, as to her not being yet fit iot 
entering on that particular branch of his method 
of instruction; but one expres^on which be 
dictated to her about a fortnight after the com- 
mencement of his lessons, bore so evidently a 
local and amorous meaning, that she refused to 
write it, to his very great confusion. Taking 
advantage of this, she peremptorily demanded 
that he should produce on the fdlowing day 
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the whole oollectioii of exercises, that die might 
re-examine them, and b^n her task of translat- 
ing, if it was ever to be done. De Choufleur 
recovered himself, pondered all that evening on 
the subject, and the next morning produced his 
bundle, containing, as she supposed, the whole of 
those important documents. She had not the 
least memory of the words oi those earliest writ- 
ten, and was quite unsus[udous as to the number 
produced ; so seizing the packet from the table 
where Monaeur Hippolite placed it, she ilung 
it into the fire, and saw it in a moment consumed 
to ashes. Her pleasure on this occasion was 
equalled by Monsieur Hippolite^s, for he had 
begun to feel a little awkward on the subject, 
and had himself conceived the plan of burning 
the exercises in Leonie^s presence ; ha\ning first 
safely secreted in his satin-wood casket, and 
placed at the bottom of his old hairy trunk at 
h<xne, . the two tender epistles which I have 
already copied for the reader. 

He could scarcely restrain his joy, when he 



1^ 'fM^ ¥fm4^^ 4# mf^m, 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Etexts cf a most momentous nature were 
DOW about to burst cm the fortunes and the fate 
of our heroine and her fiiends ; or, as she did, 
and we nughi^ call them, her paroits. Sudden 
(Jianges from wealth to penury, horn influence 
to nothingnesB^ from what the world beUeres 
reqiectability, to what it miscalls disgrace^ are 
too finequent to be wondered at evoi in the pages 
of a romance. Let no one^ therefore, marrel 
that one of these shiftings in the scenes of life 
should have been exhibited by the £unily, into 
whose bosom I have been introdudng my rear- 
deis, long before I got a footing there myself. 
I never knew them in their proqierity, yet I 
heartily mourned over the recital of their mis- 
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fortunef»» and the accident from which they 
arose. 

It was on a fine clear mornings in the numtb 
of March, 1811, tliat Mr. Suberville received 
from Rouen a large consignment of raw cotton 
for the use of ttie manufactory. Mr. Mowbray*s 
letter, which contained the particulars and 
which should have announced its coining, had 
been detained by some accident, and therefbre 
a proper arrangement for the reception of the 
cotton could not be made in the very few day* 
which elapsed, from the arrival of fhe ship and 
the discharge of the cargo at Ilouen. Mr. Su- 
l>crville was in consequence obliged to stow 
away in every possible part of the factory and 
warehouses, and even in the garrets and waite 
rooms of his dwelling, the packages and baka. 
This business occupied the greater part of the 
day, and although the indefatigable master 
staid up the whole night to guard against mis- 
haps, he could not be every where, nor secure 
from the negligence of others. A tired and 
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cardess workinan left a lighted candle in a dan- 
gerous position. The family having, as they 
thought, taken every measure of security, went 
to bed; the. flames burst out; they defied all 
the efforts at the neighbourhood to extinguish 
them. Insurance offices against fire were then 
unknown in France ; and the next morning Mr. 
Suberville, his wife and family, were without 
house, or factory, or fortune — utterly ruined. 

Utter ruin, like all other phrases the signifi- 
cation of which has a retrospective application, 
must be taken in relation to former circum- 
stances, and means here comparcUive ruin. Mr. 
SuberviUe was not reduced to beggary ; for, on 
winding up his accounts, which, to his accurate 
and cool mind, was, even in his circumstances, a 
riiort task, he found that his long savings in 
trade would pay aU his creditors, and leave him 
a sum producing about one hundred pounds 
sterling yearly interest. His cliief wealth being 
his factory and its machinery, with his valuable 
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houmi and tin contcntM.i wa» Icwt beyond redemp- 
tion. 

In the Mhclter offered to him und hi» futnily in 
the residence of \m next neighbouri and even in 
sight of the blackened and smoking walls of the 
factory where he had made his fortune^ and of 
the dwelling where he had so long enjoyed iif -" 
even there he arranged the whole statement of 
his affkirsi with a «<mi{)osure and prom|Hnesi 

almost incredible* He took this crtiel blow with 
the serenity which always passes for philosophy^ 
Init which is tuji always entitled to that stiblimr 
qiithet. There is a (jcmstitntional stillness iff 
fwrling, which, th<njgh it do nirt degenerate into 
actual stagnatimi, af;}m>aehes it in mmte men 
vtry nearly, A mind buried among the bleak 
and l^arren hi'ights <yf cArnimenrinl caletilatii/ns^ 
may be compared Uf a lake em)>osomed in Uffiy 
motjntains, that thn/w at (ftu*4* their sheh^rr on/l 
their shadow ofwn its surface* VjttwCumn flut- 
ter roumi the one, as the winds blow rouMl tb^ 
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fdMr. Inst biodi legt unndkd bv Uie bhi^ 
Ilittie csoefftiofts to tbe gtenend course ai humiK 
nf jflid saiaH^ June, m tlMttaeU^es, jis r^ 
jw iHfekmhf ; Jiad «« aeUoHi aoe, in our ^fKcies 
«r SB <snr tmvek, Ji auBd or ji Uke «o llioiYMigM y 
iwcilrtfid.^ dua «oHie <ipefui^ b ncit to he fauad 
ior dK ckfliitses of life or die jdrs of beax^vn. 
Tlnso|Mflu^ m die ibhmI of Vbt. Subcrrille m:» 
finaed by bis al«ftMB lor ^Cjeonics for he )o\xxl 
dns Jidkf«ed dau^ter fiUly jis widl as if she Iuk) 
lioflB bos owm. Bejxnd diat attJKbcocJDt be bad 
no iStKK^ feefis^ of die bean. He "vt^as a man 
of mjieitdfafeg pnofaitj, of a ^tiicl sco^ of boDor^ 
rf gffoaa.dooaniiof maancrsand coDdttci; bui 
be liad wNie of die iiofiiiesscs of nature. He 
loi^ kyivd bis buodicr — as m^l as any odicr 
man ; and wben dicy quarrdlod be disliked him 
as anacb — wi more. Ho bad nkany fncnds, but 
jMft oKefiidMlshiii. He was utteriy indcsisabk to 
tlie warmdi, die cndiusasni, die crtr4Wi^ffa»cc 
(if «« otty {peak truly) implied in that mwxL 
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He had often conferred benefits^ but never in- 
spired a feeling of gratitude* If be offered the 
warm cup of hospitality to his guests^ be wm 
sure in the sequel to dash it with ice. If h^ lent 
moneys he lent it with an air of coldness* If he 
refused it, the refusal was softened down by no 
expression of regret. If the debt were paid, he 
put the money in his pocket. If lost^ he drove 
the transaction from his mind* 

A man like this can never inspire genera) 
affection, but he may excite a great deal of 
regard. Probity and judgment are qualities so 
valuable, that the world passes over in their 
favour many defects in what are called feelings 
of the heart, and eems to consider the misfor- 
tunes of their |M)ssessors as so many special acts 
of injustice on the part of Fate ; while many men 
give their sympathy to such sufferers as a sort of 
propitiation to destiny to keep the evil from 
themselves. It was on this principle, no doubt, 
at least in a great measure, that on the second day 
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afier the filial firi^ a deputatkm firam the diief 
mefdiaiitB cf RcMien, many of them oeditofs^ 
Mr. Sabenrilk^ oaBue oat to offer him pecuniary 
aaaJKlancR to any amount, eren to the full extent 
cf repairing all hiid loBse^ and establishing him 
ag^ completely. He was struck by this generous 
proof of esteem, bat it fiuled to morehiin; and 
he iafanly refused it, on the score of his declining 
age, which unfitted him at <yiice lor the renewed 
exertioii of trade, and for bearing the burden of 
so weighty an obligaticHL 

While Lecmie, who was present at this scene, 
reflected on Mr. SubervilleV ocxiduct, he broke 
the seal of a letta which was just put into his 
hands. ^ Ah," said h^ glancaqg oirer it, and 
throwingit on the taUe, '^itistoolate!'* Leo- 
nie looked at k, and saw it was finom Mr. Mow- 
facay. A rush of pleasure seemed to fill her 
heart, which a moment before had felt like a 
Toid. She asked permisnixi to look ^ it. Mr. 
Subernlle nodded a silent assent, and she read 
the postscript. 

VOL. ni. H 
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** Je penw toujours ima eh^ petite Leoniei 
et j'efpdie de fidre sa oonnmMance un jour. 

Edward Mowbfroyy 



u 



^^ h\i^ my dear papa,^ cried Leoiiie, her ejes 
filling with tears once more, and her cheeks 
flushed widi pleasure, ^^ ah, here at all events is a 
friend that loves you, aiid will sympathize with 
us. I don^t speak of Edward— I was not think- 
ing of him at all — I mean Mr. Mowbray — ^nbw 
you don't suppose I meant the son ?" 

" How could you, my dear, when he does 
riot know you ? You give me a supposition 
which I could not have conceived— so take care, 
my dear child, think before you speak always.'* 

** So I do, papa ; and I think, and will say 
that Mr. Mowbray will immediately write to 
you like a warm-hearted generous friend, mak- 
ing you just the same kind of offers as the 
Houcn merchants, only doing it in a way that 
will more strongly prove his aflTection.'' 

" Wc shall see," was the reply ; and Leonie 
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then went to ymi Madame Suberville, who had 
.never quitted her bed since the fiie, but was 
ooDstautly attended by Doctor Glautte, and, by 
getdng daily worse, proving the intimate con- 
nection. between cause and effect. Mr. Suber- 
ville sat down on the spot to reply to Mr. Mow- 
bray, to countermand a fresh order which he 
had lately sent toir another supply of cotton, and 
to announce at once the payment of the bills^ for 
the last unlucky consignment, and the misfortune 
of which it was the cause. 

His next occupation was to write officially to 
the government, stating briefly his change of 
circumstances, and requestmg, in consequence, 
that he might be permitted to resign his office of 
mayor, in favour of some one more suited to 
TOftintRjn it with distinction. This bunness 
being arranged, he paid a visit to his wife^s 
apartment, took Glautte aside, and communi- 
cated to him, as his coadjutor, the step he had 
taken, and then went early to the Bureauto sign 
some papers, and see that Fausseoopie took no 

H ft 
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WnTy JJrKjK.fT» Tmxt TIC Idv XftC JJUICOU SpEKfTiy rO^ 
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wnjyfiy vfnrn nvniffr WTwifrifw iiiv piRVC? fw cmR; 
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fjTwn unci iifTifcf ffmccf]^ ffuv ifrc fffcNT cfxVfcnMiovr WW* 
ptfttwtMM iitf ttttHmf ilHtt h^ frtifftitA Inf/ cMMf- 
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ckik» he omtioiislj, in a lialf wbkper, inform e d 
hini of Mr. SdbcrnDe^ lesignitioii of liis oSce. 
TUb was a matter of sunaim and great joy to 
^9 Sot the Binftn—nypMniMng integrity 
deepksft energy of the mayor had heen kiig 
a henrWendmg check on his paayion for maL 
practieeL Gkntte e xp reme d to him his certain^ 
dMt Mr. Bcnoirt, a ne^bonr of Ifr. Sober* 
¥iBe% voold be aiqpointed his successor, and 
his okgect was now to consult with his friend 
FnmfoisondKbest means of coming round that 
gcBllemsD, so as to secure his own confirmation 
in the oUce of adjoint. 

. Eansseoopse^ with his usual acuteness, saw, in 
an inslBiit ^eiK^ all the advaatsges to be made 
of the present state of sAdra. There nerer was 
aman sopeifiBGtlyauiiBd'tobe an instrument in 
the hands of waA a knaie as was our friend 
'P tf f .tm r Glsntte; and Fausseoonie's immediate 
nodoQ was to make him apfily to be himsdf ap- 
pointed successor to Mr. SuberviUe, makii^ the 
f g uspe c ti re engagemoit to reward his adyiser 
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with the utuation of ai^otiit. Hert he kntw he 
woald be most fully hie euperidr^i tnaiieri end 
without any heeitation he developed hie propoial. 
Olautte was quite *'JhmM '* (to use his favorite 
phrase) at this startling proposition. His am- 
bition^ or self-oonfidenoei had never soared so 
high. He hemmedy and hawedi and hesitated^ 
and rolled his eyeSy while Fausseoopiei not hMd-' 
ing his embarrasstnenti sketched a petition to tbff 
minister of the interior^ whk:h| in addition to tb# 
notorious lie that Olautte had for years per* 
formed the duties of the olHcei threw a sort d 
mde-windcd imputation on Mr. Subcrville*a 
present capability^ couched in the language of 
regret at his friend's misfortune having seriously 
affected his healthy and rdbbed him of the mental 
vigour for which he had been formerly dis- 
tinguished. The petition ended with most arer^ 
whelming professions of homage and devotion to 
the emperor, his imperial and royal house and 
djmasty. Faussecofrie thrust this up before tb# 
face of the bewildered doctor, whose eyes iCarted 
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Canrttd» in tkeir usual odd way wlieii any tUng 
nMtted him suddeidy firom a slate of mora than 
wiminnn auipidky. He lead the sketchy and 
a|ipto^v«dof il; and» by the denie of hit adnaer^ 
he wiole in his kaal ilkpble hand a fiur oopy^ 
which was put into the post office, and foiu 
waided by the same couiier that earned Mr. 
SuberaUe\i proposal of resignation* No sooner 
was this finit step taken, than Gkutte bdisved 
Umaelf poaseaaed of all that it was meant to lead 
so; he held himself up twioe as stiffly as before^ 
Hampfd hia cane on the ground ten times aa 
QonsequenliaUy, put his solitary gold ear-ring 
forward with a more determined air, called 
Franpois Fausseoopie hn best ftiend and the 
author of his elevatkn^ dn^pped off ftom hh 
Tisits to Madame Sidberrille, and treated with 
total neglect hn old friend and steady bene- 
fimlor* The immediate consequenoes arising 
fitom all this were, his fotmer patient getting 
perfectly wdl, and his oU patron being greatly 
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: Thif odkmi imtance of dall ingrttitvde htd 
a ftrikiDg contr«tt in the vcdatile dtmnteretted- 
iieii of De Chouflenr. Hit fint impalne oif 
Iwaring of the destructive fire» while it yet raged 
the moniing after its out-bursting, was to jump 
out of bed in his shirt, and fly off **aeooutred 
as be was ^ to the scene of actien, with hb ima- 
gination all full of flainesi and shrieks, and lad* 
ders, buckets of water, incredible exertions, 
fainting fits, and— Leonie. But on a momettt^s 
reflection, he hastily equipped himself in his 
every day suit of brown caniblet, and hurried 
off to the Vale. As he approached it, he saw 
the appalling prospect of a conflagration by day- 
light ; and that is the moment to witness such a 
scene in ita most hideous aspect-^when the 
splendid bursts of flame have no ground-work 
in the darkness of night, and do not clothe sur- 
rounding objects in tints of fantastic wildness ; 
but when a dreary blaze is looking nokly in the 
brightness of morning, and the desolate ruin 
staring out in plain and harrowing deformity. 
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Heav^i knows how Monsieur Hippolite consi- 
dered it, but for my own part I ooitfess that a 
burning at night has ever been to me an object 
of. excitement rather than sorrow, while such a 
scene in day time always filled me with a just 
and heavy sense of the calamity. 
. Poor De Choufleur was sadly grieved and 
grievously sad to leani that Leonie had already 
escaped— -and, what was worse, that she had 
quietly walked out of the house by the kitchen 
door. ^* Oh," cried he, <* that she had at least 
been flung senseless out of a garret window, and 
caught in a- blanket or a feather-bed !^ Undig* 
nified, however, as was the mode of her escape, 
he was still more hurt to find that he had not 
the least chance of seeing her. The gentleman 
in whose house she was sheltered, prohibited 
every attempt at disturlnng her or Madame Su- 
berville; and as for the husband, Hippolite 
never dared venture to approach him in his 
calmest hours, but in a moment Uke this it was 
impos^ble. All that was left to him was to 



Winder flbmii iti« diMoUtt jpf^nAfm M the di^f 
io4 All the ni/i^t tw» MAfcbiog Mimif the eift» 
din^d Ai)4 mbl^iib for iiny Ititte rriie cif Leonit^i 
popitrty, Ami btppjr U^yond dl $%jprmmGn Mi 
UnAUig A tAlvttf Mmhlo, a needle eeiie^ a luitf' 
emmtmd lAum^ Aod a rM)m mAi (like aII ber 
bAbilm»eftt#, wbif^) aII of wbieb lie vecognmdf 
wUb tbii MliAfptiefNi of A lover^A e^e^ m bAving 
formerly bt^Umgiid to her. Tbe«e lie eArefuUj 
aollei!t«d Mu\ foUb4 up in Iim a^wek^ (nHJUm 
fHmkai hmdUtfrahuaff mmlf to Mtow AWAy in tbe 
iUi\HmUiry of u\l bib otlu^r yulmihl^n^^lus HtUUu 
wood i'Ubkttt, J(i« gr<^ttt wili^it«(l« ttl)<iiii ilie 
Imrnitig hou^, und hiM frr^uc^nt (;m)u!ri«^» 
Umd)^d Mr, Hid>t^rvilltJ, who hml not f4ibid to 
abn^rvd hiM iriovi^HionU m th& inidiit of aII th(« 

Whil^ Mi|tiM)Uu» f^i^writid taking a k^t Iln- 
gwhig lo(»li ttl ihti g«|rttt|^ t4vity whiiih mitea con- 
tftinttil Hits window of Lumiw^nHmif And ju«t ah 
hti \H't'\mr^d to mH out for Jl(»tntn aftt^r four^And* 
twtjMiy houi'^ ni*urii\mn uud fAHthii;, Mr* Hubt^« 



^iUe^ hsYiii^ looked tat aonie moments on bis 
¥Po»liq(one oountauuuDe, sddxesaed. him m a 
iMMMfirr ap pio s duiig somediinff moie towsidi 
cmdiaBty than anjthiiig Hippolite had ever 
reochred from him. The latter was too guildess 
to make the mistake that a moie knowing fool 
would have infidlibly made^ and take Mr. Subar- 
Title's tone for the sound of an humbl*ed spirit* 
Hippolite only heard the voice of Leonie's papa, 
and fixgot all other circumstances in his joy. 
An iuTitation to come in and breakfiatst quite 
took away his appetite — for the moinmt. He 
accepted it with tears in Us eyes, and trembling- 
ly proposed that Mr. SubenriUe would *< suffer 
him tocontinue his attfladance on SlademoiseBe 
Leonie, without any ronuneration but the deep, 
dtqf^ D££P happiness such service afforded him."^ 
Mr. Suberrille, never dreaming o£ the tender 
sentiments which urged on this generous offisr, 
hdd out hts hand to Hippolite, who seised upon 
it, and pressed it between both of his to his 
iieait, as he entoed the house with his inciter. 
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On reaching the little room appropriated to the 
use of Mr. Suberville, and where Leonie was 
. seated preparing his coffee, poor Hippolite could 
no longer contain bis emotion. It burst through 
;..e.,iuic.offed»g,.^,J™ppi.gd...« 
his knees at Leonie^s feet, he caught her handi 
which be kissed with a frenzied air, sobbing and 
blubbering like a newly-whipped school-boy. 
Although the scene was the very, acme of the 
ludicrous, neither Leonie nor Mr. Suberville 
could witness it without being affected, accord- 
ing to their various gradations of sensibility. 
Our heroine could not smile any more than 
Veep, but she begged Hippolite to rise, with ex- 
pressions of heartfelt gratitude for his sympathy ; 
while Mr. Suberville poured out a hot bowl of 
caj^ au laitj and heaped a plate with huge slices 
of a large ^at^m^on, which bore, he thought, a 
stirong analogy to the fulness of De Chouflcur's 
feelings, and formed the most appropriate relief 
vto the emptiness of his stomach. The enrap- 
tured Hippolite had never felt so happy or so 
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huBgry. His appetite and his delight seemed 
both to return, and to grow on what they fed 
on. He ate, and drank, and looked, and 
fflghed, and ate and drank again ; and to crown 
all, he was assured of continuing his lessons to 
Leonie, though not exactly on bis own terms. 



IM rnu ^ovk% av mavc. 



(JIIAPTKR VIL 

TffK \m^mrA\!un}n fur Mr Huberville^f dumge 
of nVuhfiro wtrrc mnm vimtplcU^h lie hired a 
Urfi^v. Mu] lorig-dcMcrU'd IhhiuCi which^ with lU 
f»iirr(iuri<lifig pml(hK;k and dqn^ndc^ncien^ txire th« 
nmnc of l^v VhWotu hviu^ n\tuaUu] low dcTwn in 
tlir v«illry, /if, nhnui n (|iinrt(rr of a m'iU''n diManee 
frtmi Uh! vill/i^(* chyw! t<i whirii Ik? hud laU'ly 
livi'd. 'V\m lionw' l)rin/;( the fonnor ri^idcnec 
of lui crniprr/int. iiot^lffnfin, and in part dilapidaU'di 
wnn prrHiirnl /it /i rruTC'ly rumiirml rent; but 
m^wrnl rtHtuin w<t(? in a wry ffood »t«t<?, no tlmt 
it w/iH prniwly nu'tUnl to tlio w/uit* of itn m?w 
<M'('npantfi. 'i'o fnrniftli n Vrvuvh country hotine 
iM, in i\w l>(*Mt (^ir(!innfit/uin*fi, nn uncxpcnMVG 
fdlitir lo tli(« propriciori but in ihimc of Mr. Sul)- 



crriDe it cod fitde or nodiiiig. A tew rnxsh-bot^ 
toned dieny-tiee dudrsy some walnut-wood 
laUes, bedsteads of the suae mateiial, with the 
■nnor boiisdiold matters of niu^ woriunandum 
and aH boaght in Bouen at second-hand, — and 
the thiii^ was complete. The large and loftj 
apartments thus scantily and meanly garnished, 
wer^ dismal enough, and w^oie made more so by 
the desolate ideas of former grandeur whidi the 
gilded window-pands, decorated ceilings, and 
maiUe mantd-pieces brought to mind. In 
many places the walls had become damp, and 
the lidi paper hung loosely here and there upon 
them. In others;, large laded marks shewed the 
ate of rifled pictuies, and again, wide blanks, 
wiadi were once co^reted by immense lookii^ 
glasses, stated nakedly on the common observer, 
and spoke broadly to the moralist. 

This was a comfortless contrast to the warm 
and wealthy air that breathed in the mansion 
where Mr. SuberviUe had passed the best of his 
days, and Leonie all those €i wiadi she had any 
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DMmoryr Yet both one »iid the otb«f| tUmigb 
id widely differing in eburiKiteri were ilmoiM^ in* 
dtmitly rewiuiiled tii the ehfmge ; he Aram bin 
pblegmatie» end she tram tier rameutie mm^ 
Ue WA« somewbet of e ftiteli»trr-ihe a gre«»t dedl 
pf AD enthudiest. Thet it wm fete wa« enough 
for bim-iu being fihmgfi wm to )u»r every 
thing' Uut winle they rather ef^yedf or ei 
leeet did not suffer from this eiteretioPi they 
took ^^ptfiUl cere thet sl^e to whom it wonld 
h^ve been dreAdful» wes kept eomi^eretivety 
ignorant pf its ej^tent es well es its c^umi. y^of 
Mmlmm Suberville giH e serioos tiiun^k by tlie 
sight of the Are ^ eml bed sIm^ known ell its nM- 
chiefs tbet sliiock migi^t U^va been feteJ- But 
tlu>se elxmt l)er were t^tndious to iM (n^r know 
ofily A pert of ilm loss i end wl»en she wes i^ere- 
fuUy ref»/>ved from tlte l)i>ase witere she wes 
first slu>ltered| to the mw residemse wbiich I tteve 
jm^t desc'Hbed, she pro^ived m> idVsrmim iluU 
funiUi speek too pleinly. Him wmi mrrutd up to 
tlui cban^ber d^osen for iwr by Imt busbend 
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and Leonie, and there she found almost every one 
of the ajqoearances to which she had been so long 
accustomed* . . 

. Thus the nervous invalid . found herself, as it 
were, again at home; and in looking round her 
chamber and her calnnet, and observing Mr; 
Suberville^s calm, and Leonie^s contented face, 
she received an assurance of good luck more 
powc^rful towards her recovery than Glautte^ 
prescriptions had been towards her illness. D« 
Cboufleur re-commenced his daily, attendance on 
^ pupil, in whose good graces, as well as her 
guardian^ he had gained a very steady footing ; 
and he regularly received, in spite of his remon- 
strances and protests, the same daily payment 
for his visits which he had had from the first. • 
. Things thus went quietly on, Mr. Suberville 
9till strictly fulfilling the duties of mayor, having 
got an order from the minister, by return of the 
post which carried his ofiper of resignation, to 
continue in the office until proper measures coulfd 
be taken to enable the government to act upon 
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hii oommunicalioit He made known thiftdai- 
patch to GUutte offickiUy by letter, having, in 
hii peculiar cool and determined way, reaolred 
never to hold the least fiyirther eocnniunication 
with that bloated doctor and lalae friend, although 
he only knew of his abandonment, and not bit 
treachery, 

A good many of the ne%hboura continued to 
pay very kind attentions to the Subervilles ; but 
among the few who ceased even their inquirici» 
after one first and last visit of condolence and ciw 
riosity, was the sister-in-law, tlie captain^s widow, 
and mother of Alfred. She found, all of a sud* 
den, insurmountable difficulties in the distance 
between Rouen and the Vale— >had everlasting 
headaches, toothaches, and nervous attacks, and 
what was worse, she was doing all she could to 
infect her son with some or all of those various 
maladies. But he was an honost-hearted fellow, 
and despised her shuffling. He had very nearly 
told her so, on assuring her of his resolution never 
to neglect his aunt and uncle, and never to cease 
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loffii^ Us oousin Leonie. His molher, fnr the 
firat tkiie in her li^ objected to his calling her 
OMifnt, but started back with honor at hearing 
UmmA^ tar the first time in his life, << What 
would die think if he took a notion of calling her 
mftf^ She knew he was m sturdy and self-willed 
fidlow, and she being m wily woman, amifeci^ 
kissed him, and told him to f<dlow his own fancy- 
He aoeardii^y went ofiener than ever to the 
Vali^ and was reoeiYed with as warm a wdoome 



It wis now a fiartnig^ after the fire. Leonie 
was within two days of the completion <^ her 
^ftT«^i> year, and with it, as 'my readers will no 
doobt leooOect, of the term of that irow whidi 
devoted her to the Virgin and a white costume. 
A month hack, a rdease firom these obligations 
had been to her a matter of conadcraMe interest, 
and some amdety. She kxdLed forward to it as 
a new epodi in her life-*-as her entrance into the 
world, and her partidpatioii in all its joys. BaDs^ 
theatres, ooncorts, from all of which she had 



104 fKie vouAx av m^Ave* 

Imt flinoy in iMiwildw^lng emiftiidoiit and b«r bMd 
WM flllaU witli An imnisin^ WM^drobo of m mmiy 
eolmirii mi tlu) (mwnV, und ft rmind of pluAMif^f M 
briglit M dun-bwmfti und ftn fbiftlng «• th« windi. 
But Uio oondftfTAiion ihftt oonwinKKl ftll Mr* 
BubervUU'H wwUth^ nrnmA wholly to bnvt 
cbmgcid i\w notion wblob LiKmk bftd b^n to 
OQiMWvo upon tbn (lubj^t An tbn tiiM oftiM 
on fAw Mi knjsuid und UntlMiiy wopt ftod ii||b#dt 
•h« eould not t4$\\ why, md wMwA tb^ moment 
protritctctdv mIi^) knt»w not whtfrf^fiMV, (^lud^M 
JIM mIm liiul hitlturto b^n fnmi tbn worldi ^ 
tr(mii)l«d AM tAw Aistunlly Ap|iro«<slMid itA wid# 
tfftnui i Mul ulw tttli lilut ilm Hrd^ wbyi, bora 
And nurtur^^ in a mn/n^ mmm to titrow a long' 
iflg ttyo mnm i\w itimt AigbtM of lilN^ty, yAt 
flutttffM, AA if in AftWtiont un ihtt iiwmAuM of hk 

MAdAmA HuliATvill^t ^U b^W^ ^^ S^ ^^y 
u^{\xwi m ilm iHfiimim, An AiteAiwivAdovotion 
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had taken such hold of her rnindy that she saw in 
every thing which passed around her scnne sort 
of connection with supernatural alliances and su- 
perstitious rites, and her veneration for the Vir- 
^n harself was almost inferior to that which she 
tett for her more peculiar patroness^ Sunt Ursula. 
She had therefore, without any hesitation^adopted 
the behef that the unfortunate fire was deeply 
connected with Leonie^s approaching absolution 
£rom her infantine vow, not as a punishment for 
any fault of her^s or her parents, but as an omin- 
ous warning against the evils which awaited her 
enHuioe into life. Impressed fully with this 
idea, and taking a less irrational view of the 
^tered state of I^ecmie's immediate {»t)spect$, 
^though ignorant of their extensive change,) she 
had formed the a^ien( wish jthat har husband and 
adopted daughter would consent to the latter'^ 
solemnly renewing her vow, for the paiod of fiv.e 
additional years ; thereby securing to harself the 
pertainty of Divine protection, and throwing an 



MS TVBToiris Air BUkiic. 

■mligiininf chttm^if I wamf to easpttm it» to con* 
tend the daogcn wlucli tboae the ahnHidy pofr* 
matJ wore iikel j to altnct tomurds her. 

1 1 is Dol necaaaarj to dwdl cm the bmom whidi 
At took to i mprg a s all ihk upon ber hutband. 
Il b eoni^ to my itmi he oooMaded in all the 
ratboal part of her reaaotnng, and strengthened 
it br man J powerful suggestions from his own 
dear understanding. Leooie r ece ive d the propo- 
rtion with delight ; and the Terj morning thst 
was to have witnessed her enfranchisement, mw 
her rivet her chains anew in the neighbouring 
church. 

She was attended by Mr. Suberville« and a fe^ 
male friend, who officiated as her mother during 
the short and simple ceremony; and when she 
returned to the house, light in spirits, and gay 
in heart, INIadame Suberville wept over her ss 
she gave her her blessing, and said she felt as- 
sured that good luck must be the consequence of 
this pious and virtuous deed. 
That very morning the courier brought a lei- 
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ter to Mr. SuberviUe, while he was in his affioe 
at the Mairie, bearing the minister's seal ; and on 
cpemi^ it, in expectation of reoaving the oonfir- 
Hiation of his removal from his situation, he read 
an Older to continue in the office of major, with 
a testimonial of the emperor's satisfaction, in his 
nomination to the L^ion of Honour, and the 
amKHmcement of a pension of three thousand 
francs a year, — and a copy of Dr. Glautte's peti- 
tion was enclosed. 

Mr. Subenrille read the letter twice over. He 
was deddedly gratified by its contents ; for he 
was sensible of the value of emolument and dis- 
tinction at the present moment. He handed the 
despatch to Faussecopie, with orders to insert it 
in the registers of the office ; and while the asto- 
nidied, but self-commanding clerk perused and 
wondered at what was before his eyes, Mr. Su- 
benrille coolly opened the pacquet containing the 
imignia of the order of honour, which had been 
transmitted by the prefect of the department, 
accompanied by a most flattering congratulatory 
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letter. He then calmly tied the ribbcm to \m 
buttooJide^ not from vanity, but from respeo^ 
to the authority that invested him with the 
distinction; and while he sat inth his usual 
quiet countenance at his dedc in the inner Bu- 
reau, Glautte (having heard at the post^ce 
that d^patches had arrived for the maycnr and 
himself, and that a pacquet had also been (oxr 
warded from the prefect* bearing the seals of 
the Bureau of the Legion of Honour) came bus- 
tling into the outer room, breathless fixnn speed 
and anxiety, and a pale hue of agitation blending 
with the purple suffusion of his cheeks. ** Make 
way there, make way r cried he, shoving to 
the right and left some petitioners for justice, or 
wanton litigants, as the case might be, plenty of 
whom are to be always seen in the Bureau of a 
magistrate in Normandy. Having arrived at 
Faussecopie^s desk, he was rather surprised at 
the cold air with which thb confidential friend 
looked up at him for an instant, and then down 
again on the paper he seemed copying. " Why, 



THE TOUiE AU BLAKC 169 

Mr. Faufisecopie,'^ exclaimed he, in an authori- 
tative tone, ^ you appear to have forgotten who 
I am.^ ^' No, no, my dear Doctor,*^ answered 
Fran^*<M8 ; ^ you are, I believe, nothing more 
nor less than what you were yesterday.^ 

** We shall see that,^ cried Glautte, seizing 
the letter which bore his address. 



** To Monaeur, 

•♦The Doctor Glautte, 
"At the Mairie of the Three Villages.*' 

Glautte thought this a rather informal way of 
addressing a newly appointed mayor, and proba- 
bly a chevalier of the Le^on of Honour, for he 
was filled with the certainty of the first dignity, 
and the likelihood of the latter ; and his mind 
b^g so made up, that was its sticking-place. 
He opened the despatch, and read as follows, 
trook the same nunister that wrote to Mr. Suber- 
ville : — 

VOL. III. I 
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«• Sir, 
'' Your petitMm hu rvaohed in«i And I 1ia¥« to 
Inform you in replyt tliAt fbm this diito his nv 
Joitj, Um Emperor^ diipongeft with your m^ 
Tioef M idJjcMntof tbo nwyor Subervilk. 

be* KG* dto* 

Need I describe the doctoTi M ho mok into a 
chairi hig cyc« rivetted on the fittal {iiiper t or 
the molicioufi grin on the devilish counteniUN90 
of FauHsc*copic% while he read it over Ulnutte*! 
fihoulder? or the stare of ama/.cment from the 
surrounding peasants, who thought the dcK^tor 
had got a stroke {ft apoplexy? or the ehlll 
glance of contempt which Mr. Suberville threw 
upon him, as he passed at the moment from his 
office f or Olautte's reviving start of horror, when 
ho saw the volume-speaking decoration dang* 
ling from the button-hole of the mayor f 

I feel almost inclined, howerori to dwell in thii 
place, on the policy as well as tlie jutUco (whtoh Aff 



pnrlMi|» synonymous teins)of this copdact on the 
put of Nupoleon, and the proof ^diidi it alKirds 
dutty though mling France with an iron hand, 
he knew so wdl how to cover it with a glove of 
Tdret. It was just at this peiiod that his de- 
signs against the commoxaal interests of £ng- 
knd were assuming something of fieasibilitj; that 
^^erj thing whidi could encourage or do honor 
Id the raanufiKtuies of France was a matter of 
utmost moment; and it was then also, that in 
hb projects of gigantic aggressicm he sought a 
iesti]i^--plaoe for the lever with which he hoped 
to move the moral, as Ardiimedes believed him. 
adf aUe to ruse the physical wodkL That rest- 
iiq;:-plaoe Napoleon thought he possessed in the 
cuuiusiastic attachment of hk peofde; but while 
kboum^ to I17 the finn fiiundation, he found that 
it wns crushed even by the weight of the gloiy 
he meant it to ssqiport. In furtherance of his 
system, be bad made minute inquiries into Mr. 
SofaerviOe's atnation and diaracter ; and, in re* 

It 



warding hi« Mir vices an they AeuetyeAf he Mctif^d 
a steady and faithful odhefirtii to his cuLUms 

Possitigf how^eff from stich c;otitetnpktion« 
AS these, I must turn to the minor effects {pro- 
duced on Monsieur^ the Doctor Qlautte. He^ it 
must be understood, hod been always a violent 
admirer of Napoleon, and a determined hater of 
the ruined dynasty* In the early spring of the 
republic,* he hod been a perfect Roman of the 
better days of Rome. When General Bonofwrte 
became an emperor, citii^en Oloutte became on 
Aristocrat; and as the cme grew from greatnest^ 
into despotism, the other followed the paralld 
course from independence into slavery. But 
matters were now utterly changed. This one 
act, coming home to himself, turned him at once 
into an inveterote enemy of the mighty master 
ho had before idolized; and the imperial tree 
which thus shook a harmless insect from one of 
its branches, hod reason soon afterwards to feel, 
during the storm-gusts that bent it to the earth. 
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that the reptile had fast^ied on it again^ and was 
eating into its very heart. 

When Glautte recovered firom his downfall, 
which was magnified by the imagined height of 
his pnnade, he looked for conuniseration, at 
least, firom his accomplice Faussecopie. The 
latter gave him only scorn instead of pity ; and 
paid to Mr. Suberrille an increasing portion of 
respect and assiduity, that would have been per- 
t4ct homage, had its object been likely to take 
pride in its degrading expressions. Faussecopie^s 
dearest and nearest wish was, to obtain for him- 
self promotion into the place firom which his in- 
genuity had ousted Glautte ; but this hope was 
quickly destroyed, by Mr. Suberville^s announce- 
ment to the minister, that, being now fireed from 
the laborious occupation of his former life, he 
would devote his whole time to the duties of the 
office, thereby rendering the assistance of an 
adjcnnt totally unnecessary. This arrangement 
met with full approbation at head-quarters, and 
Mr, Suberville. thus gained a trifling addition to 



IT4 Twe wfmit^ av m^Mwe, 

)}i# U$mm mmAmm^mf md 0«etirMl iW bM pn^ 
<W0)iifi^(U>idlth4sbitMfi4W»rfbi#iUti^^ F«» 

Ui k^Af^ no riMim for ^amptniAt; mid kiy bjr^ m 
H w^», tar tbftt lid^ in hw Mm, whifk be mw 
bud 01^ y^t ritA^b^ higb^wnt^HMrk. GhmU^p 
ilumnh hfi Imi hm plm^i and wiib k a grwt 
4^^ <:^f bin profi^fHiiaiml pfmstie^, wm sliU «bk» 
frmn bi# long i»Avingf», And pmurimM bubiK^ to 
liv^ too w^U fur audi a mAn. Hn brooded ower 
]utf r^tt^ntnit^rito And disgrace ; And muti^ed 
tlir&Ats and hinU, too low for Any echo, And too 
Viigua for ttiiy object. With his nmghbouri h6 
mnk iiito utter neglect And ficorn. 

When Mttdttnie Suberville beArd of her huft» 
bAHil*» eonflriUAtion in hia office of mAyor, hit' 
iuereAsed rnhvy^ And new honorii, Hhe dropped 
down on her kneeii. And thanked BAint UrauU; 
Aiid »he priitei^ted tlmt every thing waa owing to 
l^MonieV httving ret^ewed, or rather remodelled* 
huv vow. iteame, wlUiuut ActUAlly bdieviAg 
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dbii^ ooaU notdhrest herself of the noftiaa that 
Hearen was not displeased at the act ; and she 
was thus made sdU happier in the step she had 
taken. Madame SoberviBe jumor was delighted 
at it, as wdl as at the renewed brightness of the 
pro^iects of her brother the Ghevafier (as she 
now alwie^s caDed him), knowing that the tow 
ncored Leonie's celibacy for fire years to come, 
and thereby presented her son Alfred from doing 
a fixdish thing ; while the Emperor^s evident &- 
Tomr mi^t lead to the Cheralier's frulber pro- 
motion, and make an eventual marriage with 
Leonie the very wisest thing that Alfi^ could 
effecL One would have thought that the roads 
had been all suddenly re-made, or her constitution 
whoDj changed ; for obstacles vanished hefare 
her visits now, m proportion to their former 
accumulation. This made no alteration in the 
inhalntants of the Yale ; and Alfred went on his 
old course, steadily attached to his rdativesy cdd 
and youngs but not one atom more in love with 
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hmmk from my of dm reemit dmnspm «b# bad 

Not m MoDdbur K»p|xAito* Er<»y wmA 
Ather ot good or evilf evarjr wind bir or foU^ 
iieeined to fix tbfi ueniimimt And bloir (the Ahoa 
thai WM At once devouring And bunung bU 
unliAppy beArt Leonie bad now beeonie Aceiif- 
tomed to bm extTAVAgAnce, And wiUiout knotnng 
rightly wlmt it meAnt» die waa grcAtly enter* 
tAined with itA didplAy. De Choufleur nerer 
offered An avowaI of hin ActuAl pAMion ; Alfred 
la^pt up the joke without euf&ring it t^i go too 
feir; Mn BubervilUt found Ilipiiolitfi a lively 
eubfititute for Glautte his former lumger-on ; lie 
wuA a relief ollogether to the monotony of tlie 
Hcena; and he lu^'ame almost a pArt of the 
family ; not injuring, if he failed to improve, tlia 
ama/ing strides made by his pupil in her 
favorite study. 

In four or five months, as soon in faet as it 
CMuld Arrive, Mr. Suberville had a hotter from 
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Phikddphia, which, though written in English, 
he supposed to be an answer from Mr. Mowbray 
to the letter which he wrote to him relative to the 
fire. He produced this to Leonie for transla- 
Ucm, and she very readily put into French the 
fi^owing epistle. 

Philadelphia, M^ 28th, 1811. 
Mb. Jules Subebville. 
Sib, 
1 am desired by Mr. Mowbray, my em- 
ployer, who is prevented by business from 
writing himself, to say that yours of March 16th 
came duly to hand. He is sorry for your mis- 
fortune, and will not forward the 550 bales of 
Cotton as per order. He guesses your health 
must be disordered at the same time, for which 
hebequaUysony. 

And am, Sir,^ 

Your humble Servant, 
for Joseph Mowbbat and Son, 
Ebenezeb Woodboove. 

iS 
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Mr. Subenrille amUed at this laconic oommii-' 
iucation» translated pretty literally and in a 
liiultering yoice by Leonie. She es^amined every 
fold, inside and out, for the postscript, but found 
none, nor any intimation whatever (ji Edward's 
existence but the word " Son,*' which shewed 
clearly that he was now included as a partner in 
his father's house. She wondered at 6rst at this 
altered tone of correspondence; but soon ac- 
counted for it by a thousand causes connected 
with Edward's entrance into business, and others 
as likely. Mr. Suberville saw at once that it 
was a connection the less — and he thought no 
more of it. 

The sufficiency of his income, his frugal hahits, 
and well formed plans on either a large or small 
scale, ensured a great degree of rational comfort 
to Mr. Suberville, in those circumstances which 
he had now no hope of bettering and little fear 
of seeing further reduced. For himself he was 
quite content, and for his wife as well. The 
great object of his cares was Leonie, and she had 

* 

every thing necessary for her own moderate 
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station in life. The wild aqpect of the house 
began to be modified, as additional articles of 
liiniituie came in, or the eye finom being accus- 
tomed to the scene became gradually suited to its 
dimensions. The garden, which was latdy the 
desoted emblem of aristocratic ruin, was put 
into order ; its k»g alleys retrimmed, its terrace 
newty decosated with shrubs and flowers, its fish- 
pond ckaned out and stocked again, its^ (Teau 
restored, its walks r^praTeOed — and altogether 
the whole place was acquiring a modernized and 
cjieerful air. Three years thus passed on, in a 
monotony of movement, but not unpleaangly. 
The calm was unbroken in upcm by any event 
wMth recording; until the whole world was 
diaken by the £elQ of the most colossal of its mas- 
ters, — ^when the Vale of the Three ViUages 
vibrated to the diock. 



180 THK VOViX AV BJJMC^ 



CHAPTER VIII. 

The great political events of the year 1814 
need not be recalled to mind. They must be 
quite fresh in the memory of most men, and par- 
ticularly those who have been in any way con- 
nected with the nation where they principally 
took place. While those astounding transac- 
tions were only known in their breadth and. 
magnitude to the other countries of Europe/ 
France was naturally doomed to feel in her re- 
motest comers the desolating details ,which fol- 
lowed in their course. Having, however, on a 
former occasion alluded generally to their effects,. 
I have now only to revert to them as they made 
themselves evident in the narrow circle of our 
acquaintance in the Three Villages. 

Just previously to the actual dethronement of 
Napoleon, all the efforts of zeal and artifices of 
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intrigue were secretly put forward to make eon^ 
Terts to the almost forgotten cause of Bonrbon- 
ism in. France. It wa» not till the country was 
forced to acknowledge the ruin of all hope as 
connected with the imperial sway, that its eyes 
seemed to open all at once to the necessity of 
removing the man who from being its glory had- 
bea>me its scourge ; and of replacing lum by the 
remote and little thought of race, whose fitness 
to such a distinction was not so much founded 
on claims of right as on the certmnty that if a 
change was to be, they were the persons most 
likely to ensure its quiet establishment. On this 
principle the great majority of the rational part 
of France were promptly united in support of 
Louis XVIII.; but before it was completely 
develcqped to the country, many worthless instru- 
ments were set at work^ and many amusing facts 
took place. 

In the whole range of the little district imme- 
diately under our present observation, the only 
boldly avowed Royalist was Monsieur Hippolite 
Emmanuel Nardsse de Choufleur. He had 
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been through thick and thin, in conquest and 
defeat^ greatness and littlenesSy an openmouthed 
reviler of Bonaparte and upholder of the 
Bourbons, Every thing in which the name of 
Napoleon mixed appeared discoloured in the eyes 
of De Choufleur; but this prejudiced insanity 
found very few parallels in France^ and made its 
possessor only an object of general ridicule. A 
man so devoted to his own cause and so despised 
by its opponents, was a very good instrument, 
notwitlistaiuling, when the cause began to flou- 
rish. Any secret entrusted to such a depositary 
was not likely to be sought for, and if voluntarily 
revealed would create but little attention. Such 
waa the reasoning of the IJourbon emissaries, 
and right glad were they to find so faithful and 
rcady-nuule a f)artizan iti a place where they had 
so little hojK^sof gaining a proselyte. 

I am not prepared to state the actual contract 
entered into with l)e Choufleur, or the minute 
instructions given to him on this occasion ; but it 
is certain that lie soon began to beat up for 
recruits, and that the first promising youth ht 
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feed on for an ally was no other than the growling 
and grumbling Doctor Glautte. 
• Glautte was soon gained oyer to the good 
cause, for he met the tempter more than half- 
way. What might havie been the inducements 
held forth will probably remain a secret for ever. 
They were certainly su£Bdent to make the Doc- 
tor a zealous advocate of legitimacy ; and he, in 
conjunction with De Choufleur, about the period 
of the invasion of the country by the allied 
powers, in the spring of the memorable year to 
which my attention is now fixed, began a course 
of desultory lectures on the merits of the Bour- 
bons, wherever an audience was to be found, 
as at the public houses, the barbers^ shops, 
the bleach-greens, or the little circulating library. 
These sapient coadjutors were thus the source 
whence the muddy stream of Royalism began to 
run, but which flowed filtering along through 
the good sense and rational discussion of the 
people, until it became at length a current of 
dear and pure propriety. 
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A sudden burst of Bourbcmism in the ScmtV 
of France decided the question. This ieeling^ 
rushed like flame across the whole face of the 
country ; and was irresistiblei when backed bjr 
five hundred thousand bayonets, and the indig- 
nant strength of long-outraged EurcqK) to urge 
them on. The mighty trampler of those freeboni 
rights by which he had been raised, fell from the 
throne he knew not how to dignify, and saw 
crumble into dust that power, which it required 
no common ingenuity of analytical misrule to 
dccon]|K>8e. The little triumph of liippolite and 
Glauitc was complete ; but to give utterance to 
it, a more skilful penman than cither of them was 
required. As they propounded to each other the 
momentous question of " Who must word our 
proclamation, and our address to the King ?*^ they 
reciprocally answered ^^ Who but Fausseco- 
pie !*' It was true that he had been united with 
Mr. Subcrville his superior, for some time past 
employed in the most strenuous efforts to keep 
up the failing loyalty of the Commune to the 
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anking house of Bonaparte. Eloquence, and 
reaaoning» and promiaes, and threats had flowed 
firom the ready pen of Fauisecopie in most 
copious discharges ; but luckily for him, the very 
day {M^vious to the final deci^on, and to Louis 
being proclaimed King, the associate actors in the 
Tillage reyolution addressed him on the subject 
of their embarrassment, and put things to him in 
so strong and striking a point of view, that he 
(^happening to know from official communications 
that the game was all up) came over to their 
demands, and drew up the required papers, in a 
strain of most fulsome Bourbonism and flattery, 
rec^ving the positive promise firom the joint 
agents, that he was to participate in whatever 
honors or rewards might come to their share. 

Preparations being thus made, the white flag 
was hobted in the village, under the auspices of 
the triumvirate, and in defiance of Mr. Suber- 
ville^s efforts, his life b^g loudly threatened by 
the consistent populace. Announcements of the 
lestoratioa w^ disporsed^ the Mayor and other 
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f4fwmAf M$d ihm ttiAtfd 6m fmrdttiitm id A» 
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tin fd\ th« em^AntimnU Mmnff ff(m» bi* (Alk$f 
wiih fiw \imihmi nWifheA Uf tif wei€ hrefotMy 
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it to bear a part in all such coundls as Mt:» 
Suberville had formerly been in the habit of 
holding with his wife. She, poor woman, was 
getting quite superannuated, notwithstanding the 
vivifying effects on her health, which had been 
consequent on the non-attendance of Glautte. 
She still bustled about a little — aired the linen, 
fed the poultry, et cetera ; but for the serious 
management of the house, every thing devolved 
on Leonie. 

- Mr. Suberville had maiiy overtures made to 
illm from the new«-formed friends of the restored 
dyaasty* with strong assurance^ that if he joined 
with the dominant party, and gave his influence in 
the neighbourhood to promote the security of die 
Bourbops, he might count on almost any recoup 
pence w^Mch liberality and gratitude could be> 
stow. But he invariably dedined all interference 
in public concems. He had felt it to be hi^ 
duty to adhere inflexibly to the cause of ^ 
baiefEK^tor the Emperor, while that cause ha^dl' 
•badow of bop«{ foe he knew how often political 
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success depended on the turn c»f a hair. Hd 
saw fuid lamented the aberratuHEis of the magmfi- 
cent spirit which possessed all the grandeut 
fitting a conqueror of the world, but not the 
goodness wcnrtby of the ruler of mankind. Whar 
Napoleon feU, Mr. Subenrille was as wdl oon^ 
vinced as any one that Louis was the person hf 
whom he ought to be succeeded; and he fer^ 
ventljr hoped that this monarch had learned in 
adversity deep lessons of wisdom. As to dyna»i 
ties, he held none in any particular reverence. 
He calculated that they all, like private fami-» 
lies, offered the same certainty of fools and 
knaves, and the same chance of honest and wise 
men. A Bourbon or a Bonaparte was, there- 
fore, all the same to him, provided they govern- 
ed equally well for the happiness of the country. 
But personal feelings of gratitude attached him; 
to Napoleon, and while wishing a peaceful rdgn 
to his successor, he was resolved never to take 
an active part in any of the political events that 
followed the Emperor^s fall. H.e^ therefore^ and 
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llnMii bis reduced inoome, fired more secluded 
dttun ever, eqojing only his &Tourite sport of 
diootiiig,acoompmied by bis steady old points, 
FkHe, iriio was, beside Leonie, abnost bis only 
campaniaa. He bad not qiute discarded De 
dKNifleur, but bad been rather gratified than 
die contraiy, by the spirit of fideUty which he 
had displayed* He was, made a fittle sore one 
nonui^ no doubt, at Hippofite'*s being an- 
Boonced by die serrant>maid, ^ Lc ChecaUer de 
dKNifleur ;'* and be fdt a momentary sentiment 
Bke indignation, at seeing the Teiy count^pait 
of bis own ribbon attached to Hi|^p(dite's button* 
bole. But this sensation subsided in a moment. 
Mr. SidierriUe fidt it was just that goT»iiment 
should reward thdr finmds; and he turned his 
attention, and with greait fdeasure, firom the rib- 
bon Id the ooat, wUdi, widi the whole aooompa- 
iq — M«^»t^ of his dress, told a plain tale of wos* 
peri^ and oomparatiTe weaUh on the part of its 
wearer. The fiKt was, Oiat indqioidaitly of 
die bonor eonfatied oa I>e Oioufleur, be bad 
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gol a haaiinome gratuity in ready money, and « 
plaoe connected with the cuetomt, which gave 
luni a revemae of two thousand iWmca a year, 
with a houte and garden rent-Aree, mtuated to* 
ward* the sMi-cuaAtt a tew mike fitm Le Vallon; 
and beeidea some extra perquiwitea ariiii\g from 
ilili places it wa» offered to him a» only a itep- 
|iing-)iitune Aroni hit former lowly circumitanoeii 
to a Mtuatiun of much higher value. Who then 
io gay as Ilippolite? Where was to be aeon 
auch a htindiftuiue aftaurtment of new nankin 
brtivhcs ^Ik. attK*kiugi, and cutitd uf the bright- 
tvn iH»lour? Wlio aliuuted Vix^e h Jioi! and 
VixYtii /<^j9 BonrboHS / m> ImtiUy a» the Chevalier 
do ChuuHcur? Who tthcwud mich a muaeulitf 
<)alf> or »praug au highs w cut nu many capers at 
Oie Uoaturation balla ? 

It would bo a loaa difficult taak to reply to 
tl)e intorrt)gatariea which I might put, aa to tlie 
cauM) of a total changt^ in De ChoufleurN bcaN 
ing towarda Leonie. He no longer approached 
her crii\gingly, on tiptoe^ and with fear» aoc 
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breathed a half-muttered compliment by stealth. 
On the contrary, he now stepped boldly into her 
presence, putting forward his foot and his shoul- 
der in reciprocal advance, and uttered broad 
and manifest eulogiums on her good looks and 
the beauty of her person. This was an altera- 
tion easily accounted for; it was the natural 
effect of prosperity on weakness, forcing the 
feelings beyond their just proportions, as a hot- 
bed urges a mushroom above its common 
growth. 

Hippolite had never, during his three years^ 
acquaintance with our heroine, conceived the 
most distant notion of marrying her. She 
seemed to him altogether in her grace, and 
youth, and innocence, a being of almost another 
sphere, and his adoration for her was like that 
which jsome Indians pay to a shadow, uncon«. 
nected with any notion of the body from which 
it proceeds. Corporeal associations never joined 
themselves to his thoughts of her ; and she ap* 
peared to him a pure emanation of all that was. 
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exquisite in mortality.' He felt in her preseanoe 
as a worm illuminated by a moon^beam, or a 
mote enlightened by the sun ; and this extrava^ 
gance of self-humiliation continued increasing, ia« 
ther than unimpaired, even till the time of Mr. 
SuberviUe's disgrace, and his own good fortune. 
But from the very first days of the Restoration, 
he began to perceive a new light break in, little 
by little, upon his former conceptions — and die 
moment that saw the order of the Legion of Ho- 
nour dangling at his breast, seemed to have pro- 
duced in him a total regeneration. Hi& confi« 
dence was unbounded. He strutted oflF to Le 
Vallon, shook Mr. Suberville by the hand with 
an air of unprecedented freedom ; threw a familiar 
nod at Madame; gave a patronizing smile to the 
maid ; and addressed Leonie with an air of im- 
passioned absurdity, which surpassed all the 
growing familiarities of his recent manner. 

Leonie was not so insensible as not to see the 
drift of all this. She did perceive it, and was 
more than ever amused, Mr. Subervillg was 
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not astonished, for he knew mankind ; nor dis- 
pleased, for he pitied its weakness. De Chou- 
fleur, therefore, met no discouragement, and in 
his growing boldness, was satisfied that his main 
object was not only seen, but approved of. 
"How indeed could it be otherwise ?**' said 
Hippolite to himself one day, standing upon a 
chair as usual, to view himself and his last new 
suit in the glass.- " How could she withstand 
my three long years of delicate attention — my 
smooth and soft-stealing entwinements round 
her heart — my ardent sighs — my burning 
glances — the ruddy complexion of these cheeks 
— the vigorous ixmmure of that leg T'* 

He reflected on the best method to be pur- 
sued for securing the consent of Mr. Suberville 
to his marriage with Leonie, she being for her 
part, he was convinced, only anxiously waiting 
the proportion to jump into his arms. He 
accordingly resolved on consulting Faussecopie. 
The latter knew well that Hippolite was most 
egre^gusly deceiving himself; but he saw what 
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a hold such a confidential intercourse as thin 
would be upon him ; and he was determined to 
encourage him to the utmost He had been 
some time longing for an opportunity of propos- 
ing to him an extensive scale of illicit proceedings 
for which his place afforded great facilities; but 
he was rather at a loss how to open his propo- 
sition, when Hippolite's disclosure of his de- 
signs, gave him a new chance of forming a red- 
procal confidence. He smothered for awhile his 
own intentions; and, entering with apparent 
warmth into the Chevalier's designs, he pointed 
out the great necessity of a cautious demeanour, 
and a not too precipitate proposal. 

As for Alfred, whom we have for some time 
lost higlit of, he did not stand, as Faussecopie 
supposed, in Hippolite's way as a rival; but 
sooner than suffer him to marry Leonie, he 
would have shot him through the head. He 
licartlly despised him as a man, and hated him 
a^ a politician ; for Alfred, like the greater port 
of the youthful ])opulation of France, was an 
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enthusiastic Bonapartist, and, like many others, 
was I*an1ding under all the uncomfortable feel- 
ings attendant on half pay. Soon after his 
uncle^s establishment at Le Vallon, he had been 
appointed a sub-officer on board a man of war. 
He had made a voyage to India, where he 
remained some time stationed, and had just 
returned to France in t^me to be discharged 
with other anti-royalists ; and was now giving 
vent to the stock of heat laid in under the tro- 
pics, in affection to his friends, and hatred to 
their enemies. Among the latter he of course 
reckoned the recreants Glautte and Faussecopie ; 
and he only kept on decent terms with De 
Choufleur out of regard to his uncle's and 
Leonic^s wishes, and for the excellent fun of 
quizzing him on all occa^ons. 

Affairs thus went quietly on during the re- 
mainder .of the year, and the only remarkable 
events in that which followed, were, the return 
of Bonaparte from Elba, and the worshipful 
mayor, Glatitte, having received a paralytic 

k2 



106 THE VOu£]e AU MhAMC. 

(Stroke* Tlia aforesaid poralytu; eitroke wm om 
of the luckiest things in the world for its teiu^ 
porary victim ; for Glautte bad, tlie very day 
previous to the attack, sketdied the beads of a 
letter for his adjoint to fiU up anad torwardf 
ottering an abandonment of the Bourbon cause, a 
return to his old imperial principles, and a ^^ des- 
perate fidelity ^' for the future, provided he was 
confirmed in his place of mayor* Faussecopic; 
alwoys on his guard, determined to wait the re- 
bults of the first battle or two before he forward- 
ed the ^^ adhcaiou," and the opportune illness of 
the mayor gave him a good excuse for letting it 
he over. He therefore kept it very snugly, and 
the emperor's final ruin justified his foresight- 
During the hundred days, the most fiiatteriog 
importunities were addressed to Mr. Suberville 
to step into his old place ; but lie, seeing die 
very hazardous state of affairs, prudently resist- 
ed them all ; and it was only owing to the liopt 
of his accepting the office that it was suffered to 
remain in the possession of Glautte. There, 
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however, Glautte remained, and at the second 
return of Louis there he was confirmed, acting 
nominaUy as a magistrate, and, for form's sake, 
wheeled daily in his chair into the ofiice, to doze 
away sdll more soundly than ever, during the 
causes which Faussecopie dedded according to 
his own fancies, and in the name of his superior. 
This arch rogue was now running a full career 
of petty tyranny and extortion. With the 
bloated body of Glautte, and all its corporal re- 
spcmsibility between him and detection, there 
was no ill-doing at which he stopped short; and 
the system of absurd seventy entered into all 
over the kingdom, after the issue of Napoleon's 
splendid but futile attempt, leit considerable 
power in the hands of every minor tyrant 
Fausseoope, aiBODg other misdeeds, had fairly 
drawn Be Choufleur into his darling plans of 
dieating the revenue, and they were both deeply 
implicated in such malpractices, as left them 
quite in each other^s power. 
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Durinjc all theae prooecdinga^ public tnii 
iniTate, Lconio* apait ftoni them aU| had arrived 
at ftdl maturity of mind and p^non. Then 
never wai a more analogous or m<»ro beautiful 
progrem made by the body and the intolleei 
They had both gradually reached a hmghtf a 
fulness, a bloom, a delicacy— all in just propor- 
tions, and rarely seen so exquisitely combined. 
During tJic three years which had elapsed sinee 
she first saw Do Chouflour, she had advanced in 

* 

growth until she arrived at two inches above his 
height, and her beaming blue eyes shot a ra* 
diaucc down upcm him that was enough to let 
u-blazing much less combustible materials than 
he was made of. Ihnocence seemed to repose on 
her broad fair forehead, but still to leave room 
for the expression of deep thought, which teni« 
pered the enthusiastic expression of her hslf. 
opened lips and their l)cwitching smiles. Then 
there were her teeth, and her nose, her eye. 
lashes, her golden hair, and Heaven knows how 
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xnaoy Other etceteras; these I must eTery one 
lesve to the imaginatioa of my readers, gentle 
and simile, fer tins is just sodi a theme as 
I must be cuitious not to get too deep in. Her 
romantic flights at fifteen had become very much 
restrained by the good sense whidi 

** Grew with her growth, mod streDgtheoed with her 



If she evor now thought of the Mowbrays, it 
was with a smile of mixed amusemait at her 
own rfiiMlA fttdly, in the first instance, and of 
coniempt for their full grown worldliness in the 
next. Mr. Suberville never heard of or from 
Phihddphia after the consolatory letter <^ Mr. 
Ebeneier Woodroofe, and he neither thought 
of nor cared further about the matter. But 
Leoiue coi^ratufaoed herself on one good which 
arose fixxn her fimcy of fifteen, namdy, — that 
it had been the impulse to make h» commence 
the study of English, in which language she 
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m gnti fnAimt^ indeed almost per- 
CfiGiy with tiie cxeoDtsoD of tlie p tK F" W !riatifTftj 
wkidbik had. Eke ber mailery at badly as pot- 
■hle. TheaequiraBcot of this language^ iHiidk 
iMd ovHHBaled Si a flriMO uuKVy and bad been 
bnhcffto iwed uj bar ai tke bgpit of a amt 
w—nMiMfntj AevasBoivfidljdeleniuDedto 
nan to abetter aeeomiL 9ie law witb pan 
tbat the oiaMMt eftfts of eeonoa a J wiegenot wifc 
icieaft to dloar tbe indalgeBee of those long 
oyorjred c wfii tt a wliidi bad become an absolute 
«Mt to Madbme Saborrille, who bkmdad witb 
ber ever gloving pietj a oonBdenbk lildngfor 
■anj of the good tlungs of life. But Mr. 
Suberrille and Leonie's pkasuie at witneanng 
the spifitnal cigopneiitscf tbeexcdlent woman, 
was eoBsidersblj danqped bj the conrictioo that 
bar worldly indulgences must be retrenched, 
unless some plan eould be devised for adding 
to their scanty incoaM: With tins view Leooie 
cooceiTed the plan, and p r oposed to Mr. Suber- 
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ville, that the mcnnent ho* vow exjnred she 
should become a teacher of English to such of 
the females of Uouen and its vicini^ as might be 
inclined to take lessons in that now wide-spread- 
ing language. Mr. SuberviUe had nothing to 
oppose to a plan that tallied so perfectly with his 
notions of right ; but Leonie felt that to fit her- 
self for the undertaking, it was absolutely neces- 
sary to improve her l^retched pronunciation. 
For this purpose she suggested to M. Suber- 
viUe the idea (which he inunediately put into 
execution, notwithstanding a strong national 
antipathy) of offering, through the Paris papers, 
board and lodging to some native of England 
desirous of improvement in French, in a family 
where the English language was well understood, 
though imperfectly spoken. Madame Suber- 
ville, De Choufleur, and Alfired, were all inform- 
ed of, if not actually consulted on, the subject. 
The first of these was a quiescent approver of 
all her husband^s and Leonie^s measures. The 

K 3 
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iwo Utter were enraged bcyood descriptioft, tod 
itroiijsly c^posetl the plan ; tlie one from indig- 
Htitiou at the slight cast upon himself and his 
knowledge of the Eogtish language, the other 
fmn hiitroil of every ii)diviiliuU of the nation 
wtuch effected the do«^nfall of biti idol emperor. 
Mr. SHbi-nillc and Lconic persisted in their in- 
tcDtioo notwithstanding ; and Alfted contented 
himself with swearing he would insult the Eng- 
tiahman tf any arrived at Le Vallon ; while De 
Choufleur l>egan a st'rics of ahiisc upon the 
counUy that had fonnerly given him shelter, as 
if to prepare himself for aiding in Alfred's pro- 
jected attacks. To comhine their measures effec- 
tually> he taught some scraps of miserable slang 
reproaches to his fiery associate, such as *' Milord 
Ro^uf,"* " Sir Plumpudding,^ '*Monaeur Bif- 
teck," Sec ; and beudes these, a song, with which 
they agreed to serenade the expected interloper, 
thechoruaof which (being the only part after- 
wards commuiucated to me) was. 
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De Engiishman be vfm ver bad tnaD, 
He drinka de beer, and he breaka de cann. 
He kbsa de vife^ and he tomp de mao. 
And de En^ishman be von ver God dam. 

This was all got by heart by the delighted 
Alfred, and he spent hours in rehearsing it ^vith 
Hippolite. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



The advertisement was duly forwarded to 
Paris for insertion ; and to allow fair scope for 
previous enquiry as to the family, on the part of 
the public, it was mentioned clearly that the ac- 
commodations offered were in the house of the 
£x-Maire Suberville. A week had not elapsed 
when a letter, signed George Wilson, arrived, 
stating that the writer, on Enghsh gentleman^ 
desirous of such a situation for a few months, 
and I)eing then an invalidy-^would present him- 
self the following day at Mr. Suberville^s ; and, 
not speaking a word of French, he requesUid 
that some one of the family, wlio understood 
English, might be at home to receive him. The 
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letter ooDtained r^eiences to a banker of the first 
respectability, and stated that terms were not at 
all an object with the writer. 

The prompt success of th^ plans was ex* 
tremely gratifying, both to Mr. Suberville and 
Leonie ; but if any thing diecked her pleasure, 
it was the contemplation of the cramped, crab- 
bed, and old-fashioned hand-writing of the 
letter. Though wonderfully cured of her early 
romantic turn, she had still aiough of it left to 
have made her form some pleasant speculations 
on the kind c^ inmate they wane about to have, 
and she half hoped for some young, handsome, 
and agreeable person, qualities which she settled 
at once to be quite incompatible with the pro- 
duction of such a sciawl. 

The next morning omvinced her that she was 
not wroQ^, and odtipleted her dissatis&ction. 
While she and Mr. and Madame Subendlle 
were sitting at their rathar homely IxeakfiEist, a 
postchaise drove up to the house, and as soon 
as the postilifm had dismounted, and the servant 



■ood, liiesie, Mppnmcbed the door, the pencm 
vitiuD pfvpacd to get exit. Leonie had had no 
iodueemeatf hvm the lOrle of the hand-writing, 
to poj anT poitaciilar attcDtiop to her drew in 
honor of the new oomer, and die appeared at 
the window in her neat but oonunon mormng 
deshabille — a white cahoo jacket, and a petdooat 
of dirohj, with white cloth s&ppersy and a cap 
of nnembeOished nniaiin, under whidi her 
beautiful rii^ets were all carefully tucked up. 
The first things she distinguidied, as she looked 
towards the chaise, were a pair of green spectacles 
raised on the forehead of a man, and a pair of 
dark eyes glancing towards the house, from 
under their bushy eyebrows, out of a sallow 
countenance, which was surrounded by a pro- 
fusion of clotted tangly black hair, and large 
whiskers, and his head covered with an ill- 
fashioned slouched hat. The next thing which 
struck her, was a jmir of long legs, muffled up 
above the knees in flannel, and she plainly dis- 
covered that the gentleman was a gouty sufferer, 
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of (as well as she could judge from his gait, 
face, and coat-muffled figure) about forty years 
of age. Seeing how mudi he wanted assistance, 
she quite fcnrgot all notions of the disappoint- 
ment which his appearance confirmed, and pro- 
posed to Mr. Suberville that they shoulid both 
go out and help him into the house. They went 
out accordingly, and walked down the steps, 
c^ering their asastance to Lisette and the pos- 
tilicMi, who were helping the stranger. When 
he saw the rdnforcement approach, he seemed 
to scowl at them under his spectacles, which had 
resumed theit proper place, and threw a still 
more sickly tinge on his dieeks. He then gave 
a jerk to the arms that held him up, and sto[qped 
short, crying out " Who speaks English ? ^' 

It is I, Saar,^ answered Leonie. 

Will you ^ve me your arm, then ? for this 
damned fellow tottering about in his big jack 
boots will throw both me and himself down,'^ 
added he, diaking off the postilion, and taking 
hold of Leonie's arm. 
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^ Yfit modi pkttute^^ replied dbe^ in her 
wtunJly gncioiui tone. 

He aeemed pkued with the sound of her 
duloei Yoke^ and looked for a moment in her 
fine. She auwoed the stare hj a deqp Uusb^ 
iriwn he turned away his eyes, and they pro* 
oeeded up the steps. 

^ Is that your fiuher ? ^ asked the stranger^ 
pointing to Mr. Suberville. 

** Dat is papa» Saar^"^ said Leonie. 

^ How d*^ do» Sr ? very glad to see you,^ 
said the stranger. 

'* Papa does not speak English, Saar,*^ said 
she, smiling. 

<* What nobody but you, eb ? " 

** No, Saar;' 

^^ So much the better ; *' and with this gruff 
reply he reached the parlour, where Madame 
Suberville had remained. He acknowledged 
the civil bows and short speeches of her and her 
husband with a nod, and, turning to Leonie, 
•aid. «* What^s the use of their talking to me? 



« 
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Didn\ I SKjy in my lettier, that I knew nothing 
of thdr lingo ? Tdl them to let me alone, will 
you. — ^What^s your name« my dear ?^ 

<< Hun^ !— What's the En^ish for that ? "* 
** De Een^ish, Saar ? It is a jxtiper name, 
'ds de same in dl languages.*^ 

Ha ! ¥ery wdl thai, Lionie.^ 

Ltfooie b my name,*" intefnipted she, smil- 

" WeD, thoiy Leonie, let me be shewn to my 
chamber, will you.^ 

In obedioioe to this wish Leanie was stepping 
across the room to call Lisette, when she struck 
j^^ajttst the strainer's dressing case, which had 
been j^aoed on the table unpoceiTed by her. 
It tdi on the floor ckise to Leonie, without 
tDuddng her, howevetz but the strange, who 
saw it fidl,'and qf^ieared to think he might 
catdi it up ere it could hurt her, q>rang from 
his chsdr quite actively towards the place. Mr. 
SubenriUe, as wdl as di^ surprised*and pleased 
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«t this proof of politoficfM no unsuitcd to h» 
gouty appcarinco and grulT iiMintiers^ looked «t 
him in Mtontshmtfnt, but w«ro lorry to perceiti? 
him 0toop down us if he hid stnunod his kg in 
the exertion^ while Uie pain it cauted neemed to 
hare driren every drop of his blood into hit 
mIIow face* He appeared anxious to avmd the 
otMervation, as if annoyed at the exposure ci 
his infirmity, and merely replying to Leonie^s 
expressions of fear of his having hurt himseift 
by short answers of ** It's nothing at all, nothing 
at all, now don*t make a fuss,^'— he hobbled up 
stairs, occfmipanicd \jy all the family « Great 
pains hatl \ieen taken to make his apartment 
comfortable, and he cxprcMed himself (|uite 
Mitisfie<l with it, and the party retired from his 
room, all c<mvinced that he was an eccentric 
specimen of John Dijllifim, but on the whole 
pleased with him, rather than the cixntrary. 

Lconie felt that slie hail alreoily maile an 
immense progress in F^nglish pronunciation. 
Hbe immediately perceived there was something 
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markedly different in the sound of many of the 
stranger^s words, from the very same when com- 
ing from the mouth of Hippolite. " Nothing," 
for instance, ,was so unlike " Noting ;"" " Sir," 
so different from " Saar ;*" *^ English'^ from 
^^ Eenglish,^ and so forth, that her ear seemed 
to have been new tuned. The first thing her 
curiosity prompted her to, was an examination 
of the stranger^s passport, which Mr. Suberville 
had caused her to demand in order to scrutinize 
it, and send it to the Mairie within the twenty- 
four hours prescribed by the law. She there 
saw Hot only his name, " George Wilson,'' and 
his height, " five feet ten inches and a half," 
and the colour of his complexion, but also his 
age, *^ forty-four years." This last item sur- 
prised her, for she thought he did ifot appear 
quite that, to the imperfect glances she caught 
of his mu£9ed up face ; but she was delighted 
to find him designated " Native of London,'" 
having fallen into the notion, common with the 
French, that London is, like Paris, the most 
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perfect ichool of pronunmtioii ; and little 
thinking that a thorough-bred cockney asking 
'' What'0 the noatr or talking of his «< Mx» 
coat,^ (to say nothing of the horrors coimnitted 
by the agency of his w% Vn, and r's) is as wide 
of the meridian of good pronundationt as the 
Ayrshire peasant or the Tipperary turf-cutter. 

While Mr. Suberville perused the reoommen- 
datory letters from the banker and a commercial 
house, whose Mgnatures were quite fiuniliar to 
him, Leonie busied herself about making pre- 
parations for dinner, the stranger or, (as I must 
now call him,) Mr. Wilson, having expressed a 
wish to dine in his own room, and repose him* 
self after the fatigues of his journey. The day 
passed over very quietly, except on the part of 
the new inmate, who kept walking up and 
down his room till almost evening, was seen 
frequently at his windows, looking out with a 
spyglass upon the landscape; all which con- 
vinced Leonie that he possessed an intelligent 
and inquisitive mind, in unison with his jnercing 
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lilsKk cjRB.. 9ie was in &ct dctenmned to fike 
Mmr m wfke cf ha luat yqudScey for she hoped 
fiD mp ffKti^ i"*—*^* Cram a constmt mCeffcooRe 

A fiftde bcfoe dndi:, Hqipofite and AI£ned. 
tiv& to dicir iBtcntiaD, came to Le YaQoiu and 
hawing aa r wiunff d that the lod^iGr had aniined, 
dbcx |i l aB<rd dm n iaina under his window, 
anvaveof theFoam he was to occnpv-, and began 
fio 9Bg: tngciher dieir soe^ 



"^ Ssr Eagfi^BUBi be loa ver bai bkl,** iix. 



Tbej had starodr fiimhrd the fiist vief^ 
when the new coDBor adranted to the window, 
which w» cfien, and fi^omig fer awfaiie, and 
then loakaog stemhr on the intmdas, he dosed 
dse caapinent and walked away. So did both 
Alifined and De Chonflenr ; thej came into the 
home, and decfaored to Leonie that there was 
^Booaething 90 commandu^ in the stranger s look, 
that they woe uttcflf unaUe to stand his gaie 
cr proceed in dieir song. Tber took an eari j 
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leave, and Leonie went to bed, thinking much 
of the odd-looking and stern-glancing new 
comer. 

In the morning Lisette brought her a neat 
billet from Mr. Wilson, written in the same 
crabbed hand with the letter, requesting that 
she would favour him with her company for a 
few turns in the garden after breakfast* which 
he begged to have in his own room. She gave 
n ready assent, and about twelve o^clock she 
heard him come hobbling down stairs with 
Lisettc, wrapped up just as he was the day 
l)cforc, although the sun shone in all its bril- 
liancy. Lconic had paid a much greater atten- 
tion to her toilette on this occasion than on the 
previous day ; and when she came out of the 
parlour to meet lier hobbling acquaintance, she 
l(K)ked 80 much more beautiful than before, in 
luT neat cambric muslin gown, with a slight 
gauze fichou loosely tied round her neck, and 
her profusion of golden hair shinii]g in tlie sun- 
beam which shot across the hall, that Mr. Wil- 
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son started back as her figure caught his eye, 
and he fixed just such a look upon her as he 
had done the day before, when the sweet tone 
of her voice seemed to penetrate to his heart. 
Leonie blushed now as she had done before, 
but she did her best to shake off her embarrass- 
ment, and offered her arm to the invalid. He 
took it, and leaned on it awhile, but as they 
walked in the garden he involuntarily, as it 
seemed, changed its position, drawing it gently 
under his, and supporting his feeble movements 
entirely on his stick. In this way they conti- 
nued to walk up and down the long alleys, on 
the terrace, and occasionally reposing on the 
benches, until, to the utter surprise of Leonie, 
Li^tte came to announce that it was within an 
hour of dinner time. They had been full three 
hours at their promenade ! Leonie did not 
know which to be most surprised at, the rapid 
march of time, or the active movements of her 
companion, whose vivacity seemed to bear him 
up against all the eflTects of infirmity and fa- 
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tigue. He had talked and listened to her, (it 
seemed to her at least,) with equal pleasure, and 
she certainly had never talked and listened to 
any one with half so much enjoyment. She 
was so delighted to hear Englbh spoken to her 
as he spoke it, with such a distinct enunciation, 
so marked and determined a tone, and^ wonder 
of wonders ! with such gentleness— for he did 
not seem the same person that he had been the 
day before. Then there was such good sense 
in all he said, and his eyes had acquired such 
softness! It was altogether, thought our he- 
roiiie, very extraordinary indeed. 

Mr. Wilson retired to his chamber to prepare 
for dinner, and when he appeared at the table 
he was rs stiff' and abrupt as ever. " The 
gout (thought Leonie) has seized on his tem- 
per as well as his ancles, and he is angry with 
me for having made him walk too much."^ But 
the next morning the same thing occurred. 
They walked again, and still closer to the din- 
ner hour, for Lisettc was obliged to summon 
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them twice befoie ibey le-ciitared the hoiue. 
The third day the soup was actually oq the 
table when they came in; and sp matters went 
on for a fortni^t. 

The fsYoarable cbai^ produced in Mr. 
Wilson in this short period, was very erident. 
JOonie appeared to ha^e effected wonders greater 
thm the Etm Me£cmalei and her patioit (for 
«o he was) dedaredf that be was a new man. 
He b^an to throw off by degrees some of his 
w rap p i ngs and muffings, and his figure seemed 
gradualty to grow more upright and firm, and 
his &ce to im prov e so mudi upon acquaintance, 
that had it not been for his horribly sallow 
cdour, his savage looking hair and bushy eye- 
brows, she would have b^un to think Imn a 
handsome personaUe man. Mr. Suberville 
and his wife were both mudi gratified to 'find 
Leotue so wdl fdeased widi their guest, and 
c on gr atul ated themselves that he was a middle 
iffied and gouty invafid, as tiiey felt no danger 
m trusting her to be so constantly with him, and 

▼OL. 111. 1^ 
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f»^ M4 /^^ witb if ^»p(9^/ ff# fj^i^ 
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George Wilson, native of London,^ with his 
sombre cheeks and veidant spectacles, appeared 
to the unhappy Chevalier a mingled personifica- 
tion of that ^^ green':eyed monster^ that was eat- 
ing into his own heart, and the green and yellow 
melancholy that made him pine in thought. 
He saw the progress of affairs with a keen obser* 
vaticm; and as he, day' after day, marked the 
growing intimacy between Leonie and the rival 
he had wilfully conjured up for himself, his 
whole inward man seemed to fail. He never 
could utter a syllable in presence of this formid- 
able personage, when he dropped in of an even- 
ing, or came by invitation to dinner. Wilson 
shewed a marked dislike of mm, and almost 
withered him by his looks. If he came over in 
a morning, he was sure to peep through the gar- 
den-hedge, and as sure to see Leonie and her 
new old friend walking arm in arm together ; 
and many a time poor Hippblite was pushed on 
by his curiosity to creep slily into some of the * 
arbours, and listen to the conversation, till fear 

L 2 



MMud Co t«riub bim iMck bf ili« ikirli «f kit 
cMt, A« ta (b# mMi iMtter of rir«irf vMi 
tbi« oboovkHM ioMliipiri Hippolite liid no! far 

90^9^10 w^ ^^ w^^w '^V ^^•'^^Pw ^w^t^w ^^^^^Ww9999 w^^^^w^^^^^^ wW^w^f^^^^^^^ ^^ 

ctM oliiirf wbitfli bo n#r«r, in bi* bobbit MMi^ 

U4bJMA'0 inOf ood kt btoi (toko hir bM4 biMij 

tlio olbor ifdo of b^r, ojf^big ood iligbioff iol 
ftquBS'/iiig in bU tfiroi ho mw tbit ibsro vm 

Ut wiM quiui wHulM all of A wjiiden ; bi« ifi* 
riift «w^i)ii<l diMd arul buried ; Ii6 wiu» cr^HtfaJtaf 
liAfftrtli^y ttiid it would aluioNC mm haptikm $ 
Imi kiii wa« not quite 40 in r^Mlity* Ho tmur 
bliMgly r^iiskonal (in iht nunmniM wUm Ms mu 
|>iring courage iliifkefi4 in Uui ioclufi) 00 tbi 
iUi^f) imprt'iwion he uiu«»t have maii^ on Loooia^ 
lia imi^Uid much to Madame^v good ofllioiMi, to bif 
INfTKoiml advanlageM over Wihfoni to bia tick af 
tJlu^valiar, and to tim ribbon at bia buttoo^bola# 
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He fliw things go oH wedi after week^ with H 
aottof dopentepatiefio^; and he had been only 
dettned from acknowledgiiig his jealousj^ and 
at onoe putting matten t^the test, and propoa^ 
phnnply tat Tdrwnie, fa^ the nerfooi pveaeiw ^ 
he had of hairu% his feus coofirmed, and 
hisaffniclused: and thai imaginafinn ahrajs 
ciMyarod up the horae-kugh of Alfired, the dia* 
bofical grin of Fausseeqpie^ and his own sneak- 
ing ^ipeanoMx^ in case he diould be fbrindden 
die housa. He^ thcfefix^ shnoik from the 
point that would hsfe put his present state of 
COBpsrative prosperity in jeopaidy* 

Bat there was a minor nusery attending on 
allthis. Alfred, the fermef staimdi fiknd of 
Hippoiitft, at least aa l^ipoite thought, the 
pnaused persecutor of the KngKAwian, the 
psfA in bodi sia^ and song of the downcast 
GhevaBv, die inretente hater of John Bull, had 

widitly gone over to the enemy! Fromalmoat 
the lint day ct Wilson's annral, Alfred had 
all his prqected plans of hostility. 
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htHeUkea 

a want done to make lii^k 
vidia flHoOangof Fiendi, had 
httmnmrotUMT. Tbiare- 
dbnmjglktke sedimi of Leooie, 
ht anooid not expoie bim- 
acif^ Inr hm hmm^mg mtrfmpk% at a new lan- 
AMnd nadiy eowartcd, and Wilm 
■gerinlHaappiication,fotliat^ to ffippcv 
'svoodofiu and great di i ple at ui e, tfacy were 
cfiiHiLair. unamiiiiiiwij vboieTCT mison was not 
cE^£iQ5cd v5di Leonie: a horrible anoojanoey 
HisppDkyie AoKs^bfif to the Saj^naaded Alfred, 
who did DOC ipeak a fgntence of Engtidl, and 
was the wars adapted pcnon m the world to 
teach hk own langua^ to a foreigner. 

Week after week pased orer, De Choufleur 
aiithin g under the chain ot suspense, whidi 
mi i vM i sitj aecmed to hare livetted round 
him; Leome speaking Engltrfi almort like an 
Engfidtwoman; and Wdaon baring, by tbci 
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diot €i aiqparent Fesolutkm, advanced rapidly in' 
Frendi, in whidi he was now able to make him- 
adf understood by Mr. and Madame Suberville^ 
though committing frightful trespasses on the 
dnnmins of grammar, mixing genders together 
m promiscuous oonfuacm, paying no respect to 
persons, and jumbling the tenses indiscrimi- 
nately, according to whatever mood he might 
lumsdf hqqpen to be in. Alfred used to burst 
into fits of the most violent laughter <m the 
occaaon; Mr. Suberyille used to look as grave 
as he could; Leonie could scarcely keep her. 
countenance, thou^ evidently mortified at the 
ridicule cast upcm her new friend; who took* 
eveij thing in good part, and used even some- 
rimes to mingle in the laugh raised at his own 
expense, with an almost boyish enjoyment 

This state of things had gone oa full four 
monthw, wba^ it being thai the sqpmer season 
of 1816, and Lecmie only wanring a few weeks 
to complete her twoitieth year, and to be freed 
fom her ¥ow, Hqqpolite saw that matters must 
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mmm al kit to db bog difrrrad nd moA 
dnndfid cmik I0 inie meotianeB widi thf 
rimniBf, m w»fl m the AirpiiBlitrfaaw, gtt«i 
Mm bjr Iw pMMn, ht bfld IweB Cpr loaie tiflMr 
kying atBrfa^ wfaidi Aouldgua himtiieiiil^ 
port flT ICfldnw Suborvilk m hk jkrtfaeoauiy 
ikckniks of kfttt, aod the soncotoat doMnd 
whidiwttttDlblknrit. Fordttipiirpoiehehidr 
hem catifkmly oBdarnihing the pliMinf fool* 
kg which Wibon jyfNewd to hero gnied k 
Medene^e opbkii* It k not mttmarj to enter 
into the detaik of Mondetir Hippolite*e kfinuv 
tioni for thk purpose; the dark hinte he thraw 
out of the •tranger^t intcntkni ; the filfipe he gave 
to hii listener's prejudjoes against the English; 
and, above all, the stress which he kid on WiU 
son's being a heretic : then, by artfbUy coupling 
the mention of hU great indmacy with Leonie, 
raisinga host of horrors in poor Madame Suber- 
v{lle*s mind ; and softening down all again, by 
devoutly expressed wishes that Leome might get 
a husband sensibk ot her merits, and one whose 
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rank and prospects in her own country might 
ensure her a happy establishment. 

All was prepared. He passed whole mom* 
ings in working up Madame^s feelings to a pro- 
per [ntch to xec&Ye and favour his proposition — 
and he made it at last in his very best manner. 
No sooner had he explained himself, than the 
old woman flung herself upon his neck, melting 
with joy. ** Oh ! oh ! it is what I always wished 
— *chis is my happiest day-*oh! Saint Ursrula 
be praised I — Oh, my son, my son !^ exclaimed 
flhe. *^ Oh, my dear Madame," cried Hippo- 
lite, (enfolding her fat person as far as his arms 
could go round it). Ah, if I durst hope to say 
my dear mamma r* 

^^ Say it! say itl^' exclaimed she, weeping, 
'^ and make my old age happy T 

f^ Oh then^ dear good mamma, give me, give 
ui your blessing !" uttered Hippolite, dropping 
down on his knees. 

'< God and Saint Ursula bless you both^ my 
children T stammered out the doting old lady, as 

X. 8 
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if T^Mf fciil liiiB liiAlii liJH and diey both 
cvbaoedy wA flMtlcredy and UobboPBd ton* 
dKr^ntil Mi: SobmFilk'^cHW m fiom the ad-' 

attnctid bf lAat be dmigbt the 



^ For bonpcflTs fld^e lAaf s tbe mattar^ my 
dcar?^ adud be, CBtoing Ua wife's dumber. 
" MiMJpnr de CbouBcur I in God*a name what 
are joa about?" 

^ (Ni, nodung wrong, nodung cajminali my 
dear ur^ rq£ed Hippolite^ in agitation. *' Let 
no suspicion enter your heart against this feuth- 
ful wife, and inestimable woman.^ 

^ Suqadon against my old wife, you block- 
head ! What the devil do you mean ?— answer 
me immediatdy.^ 

This command Hippdite was totally. unable 
to obey. He was too much terrified at the first 
desperate {dunge thus made in thisaffair, andhe 
could only remain pale and trembling, and half 
chokii^ on his knees, thumping his breast^ and 
crying out. ^ ^tis here ! ^tishere! 'tishereT 
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The task of explanation feD upon. Madame, 
and she executed it in a very cool and collected 
inanner. The first buist of pious enthuaasm 
being over, she was able to relate^ not onl j 
Hippolite''s proposal, but to mei^on, in a very 
luminous manner, her own views of its imporu 
moe, and the reasons whii^ wdgbed with her 
tor giving k support. Mr. Suberville listened 
attoitively and calmly, and was only interrupted 
in his thoughtfulness, by Hippolite taking ad^ 
vantage of a break in Madame^s oration, to en- 
treat him plaintively not to forbid lum the 
house, for his hopes had sunk already fSar below 
MOOj and he gave up all for lost. ^' Foibid 
yod the houae,^ cried Afr. Suberville, stretchii|g 
out his hand : ^^ on the €ontnuy, you may stay 
and dine if you like it** 

^' Oh, genefous inan T ezdiaimed ICppcdite, 
kissing his hand in revived ec^acy ; and then, 
apringii^ across the floor, he seized his hat, 
mdied to the door, Uiined round for a Bonept, 
put himaelf in the third positicm, daf^ied his 
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liaiid to hit breast, rnado his Ust bow^ and 
flung bimsslf out of ths room. 

When be wu gone, Mr. Suberrille poodeiid 
bMig and seriously upon wbat was said to bim 
by bis wife. He was at first struck witb a werj 
dbngreeable sensation at tbe bare notion d Dt 
Choufleur beooming the busband of Leoiue. He 
bad long observed his foolish and absurd 
attabhment ; but the idea of bis nuurying her 
never {^aneed across his mind ; but be bad besn 
juit beginning to calculate coolly the prt}i and 
OMU, when HippoUte made that plaintive sp- 
peal which was answered by the invitation to 
dinner. The cogitation ended in his resolving 
to leave all to Leooie*s decision, a plan which 
did not at all Miit his wife's notions of mafTimo* 
nial arrangements. 

At dinner Hippolite behaved much in tbe 
numner of Jack Pudding at a puppet^diow, or 
a UDide of Korman cider after the cork flies out 
He bounced and grinned, and overflowed, and 

iiaade up of gertkulatkns, giiniaoa, and froth. 
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VniiGfii and Leoniey irith Alfied, who was |tf^ 
senty tboaght he was craij; and Leonie was 
^nto^anfimifid in diis cypinian, when^ upon her 
qoildiig the loom to gH some sweetmeats for 
the dessert^ he bounoed out after her, and adz* 
ing her by both hands^ m the hall, he flung 
fahnadf down on one knee (without thinking of 
the nankin that coYered it), and with rapid and 
insane ntteiaiioe, asked her- half*a-dosen times 
onr, ^ Will you be my wife^ lovely Leonie? 
kffdiy Lecniei will you be mine?'' 

His wild and infuriated air terrified poor 
Leonie, while the grasp he hdd of her arms 
hnrt her violently^ and deprived her of all 
power, and she felt herself quite fiiint^ and 
uildng upon the floor. Hippolite, attributing 
tins to the overp o w e r ii ^ emotions excited by 
his ardour^ thought he had nothing to do but 
catxii her in his armfl^ and simost smother her 
with ktsses. He did seise her, and was just 
]pNparii^ to perf w rn the rest of this ceremony, 
when lioonap,' perceiving his intention, screamed 
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doud^ and atn^gM ^ get froDH him- At Uie 
«nl of het muwm, Mr. SuberviUk Alfred, 
«h1 Wibon mthedout of the dminguiooiD, oiily 
jmtni SB invene oiderDU that in which I hare 
wiitten thar nmes. Wilna qpnoig into the 
hd^ with the nctiTity of an cntagied tiger, and 
f*M ^ die state in whidi matters stood,' lie 
cbaped Leonie in his left arm, and with- the 
idiole ficMPoe of the other, sdaed the astomsh- 
ed phevalier by the oodar, and swung turn 
acTOGS the hall. Hippolite tottered along, 
with his arms extended like a ship in full 
sa^ tiU his open hands and forehead came to^ 
gether in contact with the opposite wall, from 
which he rebounded seyeral paces^ and then fell 
flat on his back. He jumped up quioker than 
he had fallen down, and clapping his hands on 
his fordiead (where a large bump had instanta- 
neously sprouted out, huge enough to have 
pu22led the whole school of phrenologists), he 
ran out of the house, into the back ground, and 
lowards.tbe .garden, screaming, ** Helpt mor- 
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der! diieves! thieves/ murdtf ! help!^ Al'^ 
fied pursued him Id quiet his ahurm, but he, 
quite oeftsin that h« was feBowed by the f erod- 
01:15 WiboDy redoubled his sjpeed, roaring lustily, 
and making sundry eScurts to quring ov^ or 
burst through the high thick hedge which sur- 
rounded the pleasure garden. . He was quite 
deaf to the mixture of haHocnng and laughing 
by whidi Alfined was netely suffocated ; and at 
last he made one terrific plunge into a holly- 
budi, whore his kind pursue caught him. 
While Alfined pulled at his kickii^ 1^, Hip- 
polite plunged further into the hedge, so that it 
was with great di£Bculty AUred, fiEtint from 
laughing, could succeed to extricate him. Out 
he go^ him at last, still struggling and praying 
for mercy ; and, with his clothes and &ce torn 
by the prickly hoUy, he presented ainost dole- 
ful spectacle. Alfred, after many efforts, was 
at last enabled to convince him of his safety, and 
he led him panting and trembling towards the 
house, which be insisted on entering by the i»ri- 



Ml nil toiris Atf iLAiro* 

¥ite tuunow italrcMM liNiditig up to IfadiflM 
Bubtnrilk'i t^Nurtmetit 

A Mene of dreidAil ocMiAlikiii hid tflkitt 
pli«^. Maditne 8ubcrtUki hiiring wlittt wai 
IMMMiig, hid buatled out of Ute diniiig-fOMi ii 
mlxid iiudely far L«otil« iud Hlpfiottti. Tb 
Uuter hid mide hii MttqMi wh«i ihi iMchid lh« 
iOMM of iotioti, but iho hiifd hli lorMtMf iad 
MW her diiighUfl* fakkd to the^ twioiii of ih« 
vtle hereUo. Tht« WM i spMticlo too oHib 
powering for Midatnei who flung herself into i 
chair in strong (lymptonis of hjrsteriosf oilling 
iloud on Lisettei her huftbindi and Bihit 
Ursula. The two former flew to her iSHstMM 
immediately^ and employed themselves in mtfj* 
ing her up stairs. Leoniei recovering from btf 
fright, accompanied them leaning on WlIsoflTs 
arm, and having ascertained that Modomi 
Buherville hod shaken off her flrst alarm (whieh 
Wis followed by loud expressions of exeontioil 
igmnst Wilson) a feeling of confused sensi* 
tioM, quite ifideflnible to Leonie herself^ Hh 
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dfleed licr to yield to the moyemait by whicb 
he gently led her firom the room, by the prirate 
ilttrs towiffds the garden. As thqr descended, 
he neasBiired her bewildered spirits in his most 
soodm^ t<Hie, and was growii^ at every step 
downwards moire wann and t^ider, when just 
as they readied the bdttom^ they saw Alfined 
enter the little door, bearii^ op the lacerated, 
bumped, and ghastly head of Hippdite, with 
one hand under his chin, while the other sup- 
poMdi his body. At sight of Wilson, De 
CSmoiear uttered an exckmation of horror, 
flung himself with a oonvukive twist from 
Alfred, and attempted to escape. Alfred held 
him fast by the sky-Uue kerseymere coat ; but 
the first pun tiwe it from stem to stem, leaving 
a huge portion in Alfred's hand^ while Hippo* 
Sle having thus slipped his caUe^ was {Htched 
Corwards by the concussion, and feD bocffly into 
a large cider vat that stood in the yard half 
fiDed with water. 

As he scrambled out, dripping, and crying 
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a child at his miserable appearance, and 
while Alfred stood almost convulsed with his 
favourite occupation — laughter, Wilson and 
Leonie, both whose feelings had reached a 
height of excitement quite abstracted from the 
enjoyment of the farce, hurried on towards the 
garden. I must pass over the scene wliich was 
displayed in Madame Suberville's room above, 
when Hippolite presented himself before lier, 
and wheti, being -a llule revived by the encou- 
ragement and commiseration she gave him, he 
avowed his resolution to steal after Leotue and 
her heretic companion, watch their mavetaeaU,- 
and listen to th^ secret converBBtion. All thit 
he did, while Mr. Suherville remuned conac^^ 
ing fats afflicted helpmate, and Alfred scampered 
off no one knew where; the results t^ De 
Cboufleur's enterprise will be recounted in 
taoHier chapter. 
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CHAPTER X. 



If I contemplated paying a bad complin 
ment to the sagaci^ of my readers, I might 
perhapB de?ote a page or two to a short retro- 
spect of the .intimacy ^wluch had he&i for four 
rormths fooning between our haroine and Wil- 
son. But can even one paragnqph be necessary 
to eaqdain its consequenixs to the quickaghted, 
or would a Tcdume be sufficient to derdqpe 
them to the dull ? Few I bdieve need be told 
ihat Wilson and Leome were lorers. The sus- 
QiptiUe (andy aftar aD, the happy) beings who 
hsie been similarly situated, may well ima^jine 
lAal strides lore makes in the heart of a man 
who his for four months^ mc even four wcdu. 



i9§ n« ^OTte M9 

been whoQy devottd to » iBtcnoone in&i 
bencifal Md amidble |pil$ mad tmk ihojitdgf 
iA the SMkxAxj with windi * geadtsv^ mmd am 
nmat the eonciiiiMl accadKi of «i «dtac tfdl 

th«t MM ipeenkcife diwmiy amj tA o# 
giwltMl iidriflMn aid e progmnire fMMi: 
the M«Mitel kncyfr wdi thit die htflrt ie fliirays 
teken by iorprifle It ww mp at itut fnmm 
ocMnon et eii el^enti $ md wben LeiMie tegtt 
seriously to enquire into the iUte o# hefs, the 
natiire of the attack, and its metm of defence 
•be found that it had been kng in ab0oiiite poe* 
ntm(m of the a«Mlant She sabmitted to the 
lorn iHth die li^tleMneM of youth, and hugged 
her chmie with the ferroor of an enthmiaat^ 
for entbundaaU nte alwajrs the readiest akret. 
0he rffiiied her conqueror into sxt idd, and alv 
idutely adored him, in spite of bia jreOow akin, 
his tangled locks, oterhanging hrows, gcMy 
legs and green spectacles. We need not dwifl 
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on his feelings. He loved ! that is enough for 
those who know the meaning of the word, and 
it is for them I writp. He had not yet, however 
actually said ^^ I love you," for he knew (as 
wdl vas my readers) the luxury of lingering long 
before the direct avowal bursts forth — the rich 
enjoyment pf midcing the secret felt before it is 
indulged-— the voluptuous indulgence of letting 
the eyes speak while the tongue is hushed. He 
knew all this, and much more, of those feelings 
that prompt the lover to stand, as it were, in the 
centre of a charmed circle, which he hesitates 
to break through, from mingled awe and adora- 
tion of the spirit he is about to conjure up. But 
Wilson had also other reasons for his silence. 

The mwient had at length arrived. The 
hurrying feelings called uito action by this 
bustling day, broiight on the crisis, as it ought 
to come about, in all the feelings of unpreme- 
ditated emoUon. . As he paced the garden with 
Leonie, agitated and listening, at his side, one 
arm round her waist which his fingers barely 



tlMMMW iMll IKMMra WNhQ tO^ pfOMf ilwj ■ OM 

wflH^iM^ (n^ (iMMV^i ^ml in i^ ri^d phroM of 

Kmih Uii»hii^Y« iwu^llyi. tmnMinglyi Hilently, 
wittfo K«^ iH^d »i^^mHHl u> i¥^iA| and she trod 
wiib n Mt>|^ «M )i){)u iImiI «h« thmight ihe movod 
kitt MA t^iih \im\ m^ An imMuaI ttonfoiibn of 
\w^ which hiiA Ut4i lm)|i ^vidt^nt brforo it i» 
wwtf6A% \m\ W AUt«(Hi««d to 1^ nn aflUr of vory 
few wtmlm mh( th««^ mv Axivti and nrntu^^o^ 
fiM»t lUit 1% Aud my nMuit^nH and Wil«on, 
tHHild wcrv iMU^ tif UM vuulwclvr (if wo thmiffltt 
it wttrth \\\\\W) thouniuftinuiHl in Huvh cHmccm^. 
\\V might «i\v('ll long m\{\ ililnto lnrgt*ly on the 
iAUiiklogii'M (Mul |HutMort» )mromhri4oi>i and vnrin- 
tionHft tho IooKk. \\\v htglmi uiul tho litmtnttotui 
whii^h lUToiupahY thr diiHvt iHnUVnMMm. All 
thin, howrv( i\ I Wi^w to tlu' inwtgioutlon of thoM* 
who hiivr not .uxpmHKHnl tho liki% ami to \hv 

■ 

nn?nior)r of thoNi^ who hnvo ; and I nhiill nitiiply 
bi«g to (!ull thu littrnlion of InMh onc« and the* 
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odHT ID the %iiie of Monsieiir k Qievafier de 
ClKMoiBeiir, ciccpiiig on Ilk liaiidb ai^ 
behind die tnni-cnt boK liedge dial d&rided the 
walk occupied bj Wilson and Leonie firom the 
ftdagpr^ or kiichei garden. 

When Die Ghoufleur anived bj a windaig 
p^age at the spot, and took hk station in die 
cabfaigie-bed^ Wilson had got tcij fur into the 
Hsligject matter of hb dedaiadon; and, as he 
gveir more waim and animated, Hippolite 
caoi^fat ooca^onai gfimpses of his &Ge, which 
seemed to ^ow with a ctdaaring that tinged Ins 
jdHowdieek^ fike the rajs of the setting son on 
die &£i^ foGage of a^ beech grore. Leoiiie 
wjs^ ffoshed at one moment^ and pale the next. 
Her eyes beamed bri^t, yet were occasionaDy 
i^^ widi tearsw Her lips were parted, as if the 
sE^^hs which b^nst in sfacirl and quick successioo 
cDuHd ZKJ^ ^ire them time to dose. De Chou* 
fieiiir heard sued siw enough ; and to accomplbh 
hk mkery, he can^t ^Bsdnctly the fbOowing 
words» acd <aw deailT die actions which accom. 



Here WilaoB*s Eps |MiMtil th cmws hrti i to 
Leone's band, and nodiiii|; readied Hippolite^ 
for a feir minutes but a confused m un a urii ig, 
vith deep-drawn sighs. 

Thej made another turn, and again sp- 
preached the Chevalier, who had advanced his 
head still further into the hedge, and widened 
the if>erture he was peeping through. As thqr 
came on he heard Wilson once more. 

<< Tou can love me ! What me— Leonie ! 
look at me again — old, infirm, weather-beaten 
as I am ! Can you ?'' 

<^ You never appeared old to me — I don't know 
how it isybut youalways seem only half your age.^' 



iC 
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" What, with these muffled-up and gouty 
legs?'' 

" But you step so firmly, and are on some 
occasions so active." (De Choufleur shrunk 
back.) 

But these spectacles ?^' 
Why, your looks seem to dart through 
them, under them, and over them all at once." 
(Hippolite doubled himself up.) 

" And this deep and sallow skin, Leonie ?*' 

" Oh I if you could see the bright glow that 
bursts through it now !" 

" Then in spite of all, you can love me r Oh 
say so, Leonie, tell me the only thing that is 
want^jig to complete my happiness ; confirm my 
hopes, and let me prove to you that you have 
not thrown your heart away on old age, ill 
health, and ugliness.^' 

Here they stopped^ and Hippolite with 
breathless wonderment, stretched out his head- 
again. Leonie looked with a mixture of de- 
light and fear cm Wilson, and murmured- 

VOL. III. M 
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toftly " I cto love you, be you who or what 
you may T 

** My triumph, my hap|)ineM i» then com- 
plete !^ cried' Wilson in ecstacy^-and quitting 
for a moment his hold of Leonie, who stood 
without speech or motion, he tore from his legs 
the unwieldy gaiters that had so long concealed 
their fine proportions. Hipi)olite glanced hii 
eye for a moment back at his own calves— but 
turned almost despairingly towards Wilson's 
again. " Away then with this disguise !" cried 
Wilson, (flinging anide the gaiters) " and these 
jMH)r counterfeits/* (duHhing the speetoeles 
against the ground) and these— and these — and 
this " — accomjianying each exclamation by cor- 
responding ))hickings at his whiskers, his eye- 
brows, and his wig. *' Oh tlmt I could now 
wash out the atrocious stains which have so lung 
disfigured the real colour of this face, and con- 
cealed the deep workings of a heart that Im 
wholly yours ! Dearest Leonie, do not be 
alarmed— If you could love roe before, believing 
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ore te be what I seemed to be, surely I cannot 
le less pleasing to you now, being what I am ! 
f forty was bearable, is not threeMand-twenty to 
e tolerated ? Why don't you speak to me — 
Vliy do you gaze so fixedly ? are you afraid of 
le?" 

The last tone touched the chord, she burst 
[to a flood of joyous tears, looked for a mo- 
lent or two more (as if to remove her doubts) 

his brilliant eyes, his arched brows, his short 
irly browia hair, his smooth cheeks, and even, 

believe, gave an involuntary half- quarter 
ance at his handsome legs, and then, as if 
lite sure of her man, she flung herself into his 
ispitaUe arms, and cried as if her heart was 
Bsolved by sorrow, instead of being filled witSi 
light. 

After some short time spent in this way, 
iring which De Choufleur found himself be- 
ining to get horridly cramped and uncom- 
rtable, in body as well as mind, Wilson 
idually loosened his grasp of Leonie and set 

m2 



her at wuuiked'for Ubarly. ^' Noift mj (WiH 
Lfionie/' Noidbe, ^^wgrewitp«ttor»fli wMm ; 
go now into the house, go into the jpr&mee d 
the excellent old couple witbio* and tell tbew 
what tuM (Misfied : I will be immedieteljr witb 
you," 

** GfKid God ! I dare not venture*^ 

*^ Oht you muiit, you must^it imM be toUi 
and will come best from you,^ 

^^ But wluity what could I iay r* 

<< Bay nothing. Shew youmelf to tbem with 
that Muihing face» those streaming eyes, and 
•niiling lips. If tlieir minds are not chilled, 
mul their nieinones lot»t; if they ever knew 
wliat it is to love, u> tell it, and to be told it 
for the firbt titiie — they will understand and 
pardon you* Go, dearest life-~l will join you 
quiclly."* 

Leonie instinctively following the wise law of 
nature— obey L*d. As she walked slowly toward* 
the house, Wilson hastily gatliered up his dis- 
carded disguises, and while he waa tying them 
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up in his pocket handkerchief, De Choufleur, 
feeling himself abandoned as it were to his fate 
by the retreat of Lieonie, was resolved to get out 
of the neighbourhood of his formidable rivaT. 
He therefore crept quickly along, committing 
various depredations on cabbage, turnip, and 
parsnip beds, afid when he at last got out of tliis 
v^:etable territory, with his nankin breeches, 
and buff waistcoat, and the remains of his coat, 
besmeared with all shades of colours, he looked 
not quite unlike an omelette aux fines hcrbcs. 
His first feeling, after the flurry of wrAchedness 
had subsided into something approaching to a 
fixed purpose, was to fly and recount to Alfrt^ all 
that he had seen and heard, not doubting but that 
his exposure of the treachery and baseness of Wil- 
son would rouse his indignation to the utmost, and 
induce him to join in measures for his total 
discomfiture. Full of these hopes, he was 
making his wav towards a little shrubbery which 
would lead him round again to the offices, and 
so into the house, when he perceived Alfred, 
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who teemed to have been^ Iviiur in wait fikt 



himeelf, go quiddy towaids the walk when 
Wihaa was still employed, ffippoltte wm 
afinud lo call oaty lest the Uoody-minded 
F.iigHshman nught poonce upcm him and tesr 
lum to atoms; and while he was picking up an 
apfd^ whcfewith^ to givea geode hint to Alfred 
to turn Toiindy he was beyond all fonner sur- 
prises^ surprised, at seeifig him and V^lsoa 
meet together and roost oQsndiaily emfaraoe. The 
new a|^)earance oi the latter seemed nothing new 
to Alfredl any more than the purpose on which 
he had been employed ; and could Hippolite 
have doubted for. a moment the fact of Alfred 
having been all along in his secret, and that he 
was an arch impostor, it became now too truei 
as Wilson told him aloud, with unbounded 
delight, and in excellent French, that the 
avowal was made, the disguise abandoned, and 
he the happiest of men. Alfred received this 
with strong symptoms of sympathy and warmth 
of friendship ;, while Hippdite, half frantic aft 
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the oomhiBatioD oi his miseries, had no resource 
left him but to run off as fast as he could to 
FaiisBecppie, and unbosom himself completely to 
that ready reposit<ny for every secret which 
oonld in any way be turned to his own ad« 
vantage. 

Hippolite had scarcely left the garden, when 
Mr. Subenrille accompanied by Leonie, fen: 
whom he had come out to search, approadied 
the place where she told him in broken accents, 
die had left Wilson. She had not had time to 
explain, even if she could have summoned 
courage, the metamorphosb in the man whom 
it was quite unnecessary for her to designate as 
her lover. Mr. Subenrille therefore took off his 
hat and made a low bow, qualified by an asto- 
nished stare, when he saw Alfred come forward^ 
accompanied by a young man, a stranger as he 
thought. Wilson soon, however, undec^ved him, 
and offered to remove all doubts as to his identity^ 
by untying his pocket handkerchief and pulling 
out his masquerade dress again. Mr. Suber- 
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villtf, wh0 f^nidittlly riO0gii{i0d Im fffm^ ii 
npita of tha Himtcjr with wbidi btipolwFMMk 
Mid Um youthful (doqiMitteif of bb iQrIo «rf 
miuiiifiry wtived tli'm ovkkmoa of bit inpiftura ; 
ami in tomw of di'cyv& authority d fuw a do d m 
uiitpltf (»xplatUitiiMt <»f hiN nu^tivcii^ hs» dlijMti^ 
itinl \\Uk Mtuiitioti. To thin the oiher fvpiittl 
with gri«i humilityi Acknowkdgtng thtt eir- 
r uttiNiimceif ImuI forced him to • •trtt«gmi wbidi 
h« hid ftfit AbiH>lut4^1y neecuMry to onaMo Mm 
fully to l(itow the obJMst of all hii» prefent «ilh^ 
liohN. Ho d«isltrtid binisi4f u» hairo boafd of 
till* h(*ituiy uiut thi» viriutiwof L«f>mi*^ and that 
<U'tcfritiin<*(l Ui Mi'c tttui jud/^tt for hiiriM'lf, hcf had 
iivftiliHl ltittiM4*lf of the fnir iH'Vixmm offvrcd hy 
Mr. HulKfrvilU«'H lulvcriimmM'tit, He now pro- 
clititni'd iitttiM«lf lii*r dc*v(>tc*(l luver, and, in a 
siiwM half vi'liciiUMit and half dc^ndiHi, Mwore 
thai no obfitacli} Hliotild kcvp her from him* 
Pri«Nia«(l hy Mr* Huln^rville to announce! \iXk 
fantilyi Inn eoniuTtioris and Airtunet he dc*- 
cliiu^d ; Myin^ that iin{H'rative circuinfitunci'» 



THE VOU££ AU BLAKC. S49 

opposed themselves for the present to a more 
unconditional statement. That those impedU 
ments had alone prevented his sooner avowing 
his sentiments — ^for he knew that on their be- 
coming evident, he could not ¥rith propriety 
continue under the roof with her whom he dared 
not at once make his wife. Here poor Leonie 
b^an to turn pale ; and the keen eye of Wilson 
seeing her emotion, he quickly re-assured her by 
most solemn pledges offered to Mr. Suberville 
of his honor, his frankness, and his faith. He 
appealed for a confirmation of all to Alfred, 
whom he said possessed his entire confidence 
under a vow of temporary secrecy. Alfred 
declared that he was every thing that was 
upright, and honorable, and brave ; and Leonie 
recovered her reliance, and even went tlirough 
witli a good grace, the ceremony of a farewell, 
which seemed to herself almost to rend her 
heart. But she felt so bewildered, tliat it was 
not till an hour afterwards when Wilson was 
fairly gone in company with Alfred, that she had 

m3 





duit €fAt vautokd ber, wd 
hmmt flUkBd Iwr Efe co Alfred^ 
Sfe ihutlui* Mcv fhem dnwe mrnwf m a 
Mb vidktoknUecMBpoMire; and If r. 
ftdhnrrillt oMBaMflncalcd to lib wifie^ in Ut 

9 Ac vnofe TTiiHifftan^ff; ni 
not jct made up. Mmkmc 
^aherviBe d e c Lir ed her conricfion that Wiboa 
was an a diqiturin g Tilbmi, whase purpose had 
been to nun Leome and rob the house ; and 
g^vv particular direcdons to Lisette to count 
the forks and spoons, and carefully barricade 
aU the windows, and look under the beds, before 
she went to her own. 

Francois Fau^seoopie was not by nature a 
laugher, he sneered»and kered, and smiled some^ 
Umes; but. as far 9K I could authentically 
ascertain, he was known to laugh outright but 
that was when he peiceiTed the 
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figure oi De Cboufleur enter his lodgings, after 
having effected his escape from, Mr. SuberviUe^s 
garden, as before related. Faussecopie certainly 
laughed heartily, and was probably very much 
astonished at fincfing himself gifted with this 
new faculty. Hippolite, on the contrary,^ was in 
the melting mood that evening. His exertion 
and agitation caused the perspiration to How 
profusely from every pore,^ and he moreover 
wept bitterly. He related with as little circum- 
locution and as much precision as he could, the 
rapid march of circumstances from his fore- 
noon's explanation with Madame Suberville, 
down to the period actually occupied in the nar- 
ration. He demanded from Faussecopie in the 
first place vengeance, in the next advice. Faus- 
secope promised to give him both one and the 
other when he had duly enquired into the case 
thus stated. Hippolite voted against any delay, 
and called for summary justice, — and he pointed 
to his bumps and scratches as living witnesses 
of his wrcMDgs, and invoked the slumbering 



idfaiMI in JMlMW todlfr IMBMOi 
^wfeMN^ VMJkflfPPV Mil Wdl VmMH IIk dMMQVMIIM 

<if dW wdttn^ 9ttHct^ vwfe wmmi liiiii« 
iriwrmtiiHwMKii! ^kril AkSrad )Mi» alniii u hour 

Ai( kwf« ^ < »Yq >s g it«» MMldidi ftoni binii 
«» be doabceU imA iW vinm luid ftxt. Thii 
«tfc» vvnr ^QOtt wii&rvwxl by « rHiim to Lc ^'Al• 
;v«k wbeiv hi^ A^wirc^uvNi^l the fact ; mhI wlmtt^ver 
ttxi^c lu\t^ W^u hU dUap|MMUtiii<»)t en tlie mcotv 
o<' bU b«l8t^l ho|)^ $ of v^i^NUic<^> he wan mnply 
rv|MHl iu the ii^Hurity fnkui diu^r» and in the 
ofK^tt ddkl which wa^ nuw left hiui for bullying 
ot' ih< luo^ cxirav«^^u kimU Ho imuiecliately 
munpett^l forth all through the villages the un- 
uouiweinent of hi» renciuitr^ with the nfciaway 
£ngli4\uuui» who» ace<«rding to lun version of 
the story » had» after a cowardly assault. (UhI froui 
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ins threatened vengeance, and left the prize of 
their cxHitest, Leonie, to be the reward of his gal- 
lantry and affection. Having tlius paved the 
way for the affair becoming public, he next pre- 
pared a statement of the transaction to be pub- 
lished in some of die Journals of Paris, in 
which ** George Wilson, native of London,*^ 
was denounced as an impostor, assassin, coward, 
and various other epidiets, in accordance with 
the strictest delicacy of the French language, 
and the Chevalier^s character. This distorted 
and abusive statement appeared in due time — 
and was in due Ume duly answered, as will be 
seen in the sequel. 

While De Choufleur was occupied in his ful- 
minating fabrications, Faussecopie was employed 
in taking more material steps. He had all 
along had a serious grudge against Mr. Suber- 
ville, who had continued to treat him with 
haugUty contempt, notwithstanding liis ill- 
earned elevation. Glautte, too, had never 
ceased to feel that deep hatred which roots 
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itself so firmly in the breast of those who have 
returned friendship by treachery, and given 
back injuries for benefits. They had both 
often darkly talked over the means of injuring 
the object of their spite ; but they feared so 
much, and knew so well his high standing with 
men of all parties and opinions, that hitherto 
they had not ventured to throw out an asper^ 
sion or aim a shaft against his reputation or his 
peace. Now, however, a fair prospect seemed 
to open before I'nusBecopie to effect him serious 
injury und embarrassinent, and when he pointed 
out to Glautto the vista of villainy through 
whieh he saw it, the Doctor rolled his eyes and 
licked luH lipH, as if somewhat of the gusto of a 
favourite (UhIi had wafted its savoury perfume 
to his senses 

Fausseeopie immediately set about preparing 
a string of charges against Mr. Subcrville, 
founded on the fact of his having harboured a 
stranger in his house, who after months of 
secrecy, had been discovered to be a disguised 
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impostor, who had terminated his concealment 
by a fierce and treacherous attack on the person 
€{ an 'eminent royalist, Le Chevalier de Chou* 
fleur, and had then fled, accompanied by a 
notDnous Bonapartist, one Alfred Suberville, a 
nef^ew of the accused ; all of whom were no 
doubt secretly engaged in some treasonable 
l^t. These were the heads of a denouncement 
drawn up with all the tortuous casuistry of 
which Faussecopie was perfect master ; and it 
was forwarded to the higher authorities, with a 
demand that full powers should be invested in 
Glautte and his adjoint, to «ft the business to 
the bottom; preparatory to which, it was de- 
manded that Mr. Suberville should be put 
under sunmUance ; and it was added by way 
<^ postscript, that from the name of the impostor, 
little doubt could be entertained of his being 
a relative of the notorious ^^ Sie Wilsok,"" who, 
with his associates, ^^ Sir Hutchinson,'^ and ^^ Sir 
Bmce,^ had acted so vile a part, (in the opinion 
<if some wise well-wishers to the Bourbon Dy« 
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tiAity, its honor unci glory,) by afTording bheliet 
ton fellow being, who had thrown himielf on 
their generosity, instead of binding his hands 
and turning him over to the executioner. 

To add weight to this formidable accusation, 
the signature of l)e Choufleur was demanded 
by FauHHecopie. Poor Hippolite turned pale 
and hesitated, for he knew its falsehood, and 
had a strong feeling of attachment and respect 
for Mr. Suberville ; besides which he was afraid 
tluH sUp would ruin him in the opinion of 
I^ronii*. All tlirHu objcctionH were, however, 
lulird to rrHt by tlu? iisMurances of Iuh orat'le, 
I'lUiMsccopii', tlmt MO far from bt'ing a bar to- 
wards the a(!(!om))liHlmient of bin views, an 
embarniHHiiU'nt <»f this kind thrown before Mr. 
Subervillc would greatly faeilitate them; for in 
euHe of liconie being unfavorable to his preten- 
Hions, a Halutary threat of hiH power to ruin her 
|)apa, or a wcll.given hint of his ability to save 
him, would naturally work miraeleH with her in 
liin favor. " (iive me the |)en !" eried lliiipo- 
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ifte, convinced and enraptured, and he wrote at 
the foot of the paper ** Le Chevalier de Chou- 
fleur," with a flourish at the eiid of it tlmt I 
could not attempt to imitate. 

This afiair once put in train, all Hippolite s 
attentions were now turned to re-establish him* 
self in the favor of Leonie, and for this object 
he commenced an attempted renewal of his assi- 
duities towards her. But he had become utterly 
odious to her ; and when she thought of the 
pollution which her cheek had been on the point 
of suffering from his protuberant lips, she shud- 
dered with unusual disgust He next threw 
himself on the friendship of Madame Suberville, 
and received her promises of the most strenuous 
support, and every encouragement to persevere 
in bis suit. He sounded Mr. Suberville's senti- 
ments, and was told by him with coldness and 
composure, that he could not oppose the wishes 
of Leonie, that she was impenetrably resolute in 
her rejection of his love ; and that he requested 
him in consequence to absent himself wholly 
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from Le VaUon. Thii thiew him into diBi|Mir 
and rage, and he innated opon hearing Ua ttta 
from I.ieome henelf. Mr. Subenrdk had no 
objectiois and be called' cm lier- to gratifj D^ 
Choofleur hy lealiog bit senteBce with her own 
▼oioe. She came in comequenoey and unmdted 
by bif emotion^ unchanged hj bia aflbi% and 
unruffled by bia tfateato, die cut hia {deiidKttgi 
•hort by m deep ioondteg command to quit her 
tot erer, and then she retired from the ioon» 
Mr. SuberviUe accompanied her, and Hippo* 
lite walked out of the house, giving the door 
such a pull after him as almost tore it from its 
hinges, and had nearly shaken Madame Suber- 
viUe out of the easy chair in which she was 
reposing above stairs. 

The accusation against Mr. SuberviUe, and 
his assumed connection with the deeply dreaded 
^ Sir WiUori^ and his friends, caused serious con- 
sideration on the part of the government. Ample 
instructions were given to the Maire and hia 
adjoint, to take such measures as their wisdont 
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THE VOUl^E AH BLAXC. 259 

suggested to examiue the affair ; and strict com- 
mands were issued to the police to seek out the 
irunaway impostor and his companion Alfred 
Orders were immediately issued at the pressing 
instance of Fausseeopie, for the arrest of Mr. 
Subenrille, the examination of his papers, and 
such further measures of rigour as might seem 
requisite. He was accordingly arrested by his 
former clerk, accompanied by a party of the 
imlitary police, whicb is at one and the same 
time the best security oi the person, and the 
surest debaser of the mind of whatev^ people 
may be subject to its degrading jm>tection. Mr. 
Suberville was carried to the prison of the capi« 
tal town, seals were put upon all his papers, and 
I leave to my readers to imaging the affliction 
of his wife and that of Leonie, who was obliged 
to remain with her as her only support and 
solace. 

Mr. Suberville being placed in secret confine- 
Bient^ no direct intercourse was allowed him 
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with hij» family, or the few friends who were 
di»\)oned to compromuie their oim safety by an 
attempt to see bim; and Lconie was left for 
more than a month in all the agitation of &us- 
pemie aj$ to bis situati m, and without receiving 
one word of intelligence from Wilson or Alfred 
Her only comfort was the faithfid Lisette, who 
kept up her spirits by a mixture of cheerfulness 
and scmse, and who never failed now, in good 
earnest, to barricade the doors and windows, 
and look nightly under the beds. 

During ih'iH interval De Choufleur waf» not 
idle. He ma/Je a thousand efforts to see Leonie, 
hut without effect. Lisette would never allow 
him Lo enter the house under any pretext, 
threateniug him and his fine clothes, whenever 
he appeared, with discharges of sundry liquid 
armoyances from one of the windows, at which 
she .nvariabiy stood prepared to make good her 
menaces if he failed to retreat. The better part 
of vahjur hfn\ its full bway on these <x!casions. 
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and he was at last forced, as his only hope, to 
consent to a plan formed by Faussecopie for 
getting Leonie most positiTely into his power. 

Whatev^ may be the relative merits of 
French and English jurisprudence, there is one 
provision €m the side of English law, that may 
be either an advantage, or the contrary, as peo- 
ple choose to consider it. I mean that which 
allows of suits for the recovery of damages in 
cases of broken promises of marriage. This 
possibly salutary, but po^tively most indelicate, 
procedure has never yet been publicly intro- 
duced into France, and I believe it was reserved 
for the litigious province of Normandy, and its 
arch-litigant Faussecopie to attempt an importa- 
tion of such a custom, even in the modified form 
of magisterial interference. On the occasion 
now in question, he positively counselled Hip> 
polite to proceed (or at least to threaten pro- 
ceedings) against Leonie for breach of promise 
of marriage! 

There never was an idea more monstrous, or a 
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iMmi km Uki4y In MimMdi tn ttM flrrt t^iM% 
LiiNite hilt tmi» ittidt» mmIi m pnmtM i In tbt 
wmMHli if (^vtM Htm hudi iIh* wm ndl of nit ip 
Miik^k to tmik« HU«ti ft {iramlw* k^ i in itw 
iMnli It WM tfknir ihim wm« m ifvy«fN« t)Mt 
ili« hftd tkiM» m) Mul iiftiH' ill thill thriv wttf^ i» 
I b«Air« mMi tMi iiiw ill Piitw« to jynltfy mmIi « 
)iKimMliii|ri «ik«*«|it llml whitfh MyihM4iMM4h«htfw 
Iffttii imIIiiiI mtthfkf ^m iM^ thftt IH| ft fymiiiM 
iti«il«i wiUi ft ftirfeil ill (««t«« <if iln br«tt«hi T(i«i» 

U'M'{^ (if nHittlMiiif*. IhM thi*f*f> WAn tto |itt>t«>iit «^ 
A nirfHt hi Uti« rf»K*> lhi( nil llit<M> filiM^'kn 

iImIIII)} Mf l^ttMiiM'Hi|»ip 1 AImI tilHMlit* wah Ciflifl 

i«y til* Chmilli'iir Id ni'iit^r M^^tp lite w^frnh\\f 
fill itmyMr of UtM ^J1itiH> VMIa^« iitt fh«> SrOfti 
tlttv mF CMoln^r. iNtlli ki Attiiwi>r IiIa (vmiplAlM 
(if lim* H<(V4Mil f(i (HMttpty with liin JiiM i^JipMiM 
()(iiiii4 fdKtcml hy \wti^\t9 Mitil her own \MpiU4 
(iiiAtilwi to hmme hU Idwful wlf«i 
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A sudden blow was given to these jMxx^ed* 
ings by an unexpected order {or the liberation 
of Mr. Suberville^ But the proceedings were 
not quashed by it, for he had himself a strong 
spice of the Norman spirit m him, and he was 
not averse to let Leonie try the question, that 
would afford him a good opportunity to over- 
whelm her persecutors with disgrace. He, there- 
fore, answered for h^ that she would obey the 
summons, and appear. 

I pass over the particular account of Mr. 
Suberville^s Uberation (the steps that led to it 
being to be related hereafter), as well as a de- 
scription of the great joy which it produced in 
the inhabitants of Le Vallon, the despair it 
struck to Hippohte's heart, and the brazen 
villainy which it strengthened in Faussecopie. 
It was, moreover, very nearly giving a second 
stroke of paralysis to Glautte. The freedom of 
Mr. Suberville was never contemplated by 
Faussecopie when he issued the summons for 
Leonie^s appearance to answer De Choufleur^s 



164 Ttis rovitL Av BLAirc. 

flotiiiensical chaise, tlin cdcuUitioti wwi ihit 
/car Iff the cMUKX|ueDCi»i would hftrc been fas' 
CMtit itulueeiiicnt to her to oomo into the Che- 
vftlier'n viewer and it may be unneeesMify to mff $ 
that he had bi» own interest in pervpeetive. He 
Mw tliat Ulautte was going dT faat, and he had 
alreaily begun to make underhand repreacnta* 
ttons to government, which might lead to 
auperiwding him. Ilippolitc pramiaed )m 
ancc (which wa» great with the royaliat party) 
to accomplish this object at the price of MicceM« 
VnunM^VAifw thiiH HtimulnU'dy waA resolved to 
|M*rHi'Vcre ; and be thought that by new etnl>ar- 
niMHiiicfitH lH;ing thrown in the way of Mr 
Hnberviilc, Li;onie might, after all, be forced to 
conMJtit. to \hv Hupplications of Madame, and 
the Huit of Do (!houfleiir« ^J'he day fixed for 
thi! hearing before the niaycn*, was the one fol- 
lowing Leonie*H (Mmting Ui the ago of twenty 
yenrfty when her vow being expired, she youkl 
ap|)car, for the first time, out of the costume it 
injtM>si'(l up<in her, and be (or look at all events) 
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licensed for secular enjoyments, and liable to 
secular pains. 

Leonie was utterly shocked at the idea of 
appearing in the public office of the Mairie, 
confronted ¥rith De Choufleur on such a dis- 
graceful charge ; but she had a mind naturally 
strong, and still further invigorated now by her 
confidence that Wilson was watching for her 
safety, and would snatch her from this threat- 
ened degradation. Mr. Suberville longed for 
the day, for he was quite determined to meet 
this charge, and to hurl such overwhelming 
exposure at Glautte and Faussecopie, as would 
inevitably force them to hide their heads for 
ever. 

But I hope that by this Ume my readers have 

been asking themselves, " But where is the 
author— the walking-gentleman, who is thus re- 
counting us this long story, without ever once 
introducing himself on the scene ? We should 
like to know what has become of him, and how 
did he collectr all these particulars ?*' I must 

VOL. III. N 
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therefore^ state, that the very day of the tnal of 
Hippolite versus Leonie, I came, by a curioa>, 
and, I cannot help thinking it, a lucky adven- 
ture, to be actually present, and in some sort s 
party concerned in the cause. The next cht^ 
ter shall faithfully and shortly detail the cir- 
cumstance. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

On the eveiuDg preceding the memorable SOth 
of October, 1816, I had arrived, after a loDg 
day *8 march, on the summit of the hiU, of which 
it may be recollected I made some mention in 
the opening of this story. To bring hack the 
aoene to my readers' minds, I must beg leave to 
refer them to the short description of it, which 
is to be found somewhere within the first dozen 
pages. Placing themselves there with me, they 
will be pleased to look down upon the varied 
and not uninteresting prospect, and have the 
goodness to lose th^nselves, as I did, for a 
httle time, in a reverie, which began by those 

reflections oo numufacturingf as opposed to 

x2 
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natural^ landscapes, the result of which was, in 
my opinion, highly in favour of the latter. 

After I had gazed and thought enough on 
the prospect, and the associations arising from 
itH view, I proceeded, with our old friend 
Hanger at my heels, to descend the little bridle- 
path that led down to the valley. It wound 
round the hill so as to lengthen the way consi- 
derably, but still render it so much the more 
easy for the peasants coming to market with 
their little horses or asses, laden with grain and 
garilcu-HtufI*, or returning homeward with their 
pinvhascH. I, as well as the before-mentioned 
animals, bore my burthen ; for I had had good 
sport that day, and J carried, besides my knaj)- 
Htick and gun, a hare and several brace of birds 
in my game bag. The evening was warm too, 
for a heavily laden pedestrian at least, so that I 
went very leisurely down the hill. The view of 
the country was soon lost to me, and I had 
nothing around on which to moralize, if such 
had been my mood, but the trees in all their 
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Ysriety of autumnal huesand appearance. Some 
of them had already neariy lost their fcdiage, 
while others sturdily maintained thdr coreiing 
in spite of the season's diange. All the broad 
ieaTed flaimting tribe, the sycaniores, limes, and 
horse-desnuts, which had, during the summer, 
disfdayed such luxuriant profusion, were now 
neariy stripped of their fine ganu»its, which lay 
with<ared» crisped, and crackling under my feet. 
The hardier sort, on the contrary, had scarcely 
lost their dothing; for the beedi and dm, less 
showy than those when the whde wood was 
dressed in its holiday attire, had now a great 
adTantage, and woe still comfortaUy, thoi^ 
not gaudUy dad. Thdr robes shewed little 
chai^ of tint, as if their rou^ materials wene 
ci a better dye, as wdl as of a coarser web. 
The pofdars, so stiff and statdy, that they 
looked like the dandies of the grove, were los- 
ing all dianoes of concealment, with the scanty 
lemains of yellow drapery, wluch drof^ped from 
ibar thin Ivandies. An alder by the path-side 
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WM A perfect ikeletcm. Its twigs were trem^ 
blingt though there was scarce one breeze 
abroad, and at the extremity of the topmost of 
these, a solitary leaf was fltttteringi as if it long* 
ed and laboured to escape ftom the tree ; and 
(could wc but suppose the latter endowed with 
immortality as well as life) it might be thought 
the last spark of animation struggling to quit its 
frail and expiring tenement. While the rea- 
(it*r searches for the moral of all this, he may 
HUp])osc vne to hare got to the bottom of the 
hill, emerged from the wood, and entered on 
the level road, which followed the cc^urse of the 
rivulet directly towards the Villages. 

Ar I lounged along, a rustling in the branches 
above, and the sound of horses^ feet mingled 
with rough voices, caught my ear ; and, looking 
upwards, I saw through the openings of the 
wckkI, a party of mounted gcns-d^armes coming 
down by the very path I had just left behind 
mv. Tlie appearance of these military protec- 
tors of the peace harmonized well enough with 
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the artificial air of a maau&g^turiiig landscape, 
and produced a sort of civilized picturesqueness ; 
but the union had no pleasing efiect upon me, ' 
and I heartily wished myself once more among 

* 

the volcanic remains of Auvergne, or amidst 
the primeval wildness of the Pyrenees. In 
accordance with this feeling of dissatisfaction, I 
rather increased my pace, wd, as if the quick* 
ened movement, added to my, perhaps, suspi- 
cious and poacher-like appearance, had excited 
the attention of the party, they immediately 
increased their speed, and when they reached 
the level road, they followed me at a round trot, 
and soon overtook me. When the leader, who 
was an officer, came up with me, he pulled in 
his horse, and fell into a walk, and after eying 
me with the sharp glance peculiar to a thief- 
catcher, he accosted me, touching his three- 
cocked hat : — 

" You are a sportsman. Sir ?^ 

«Yes,Su'." 

'< And so am I too. Sp<»ting's a Me life, 
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when A tnan can follow it honontly. Yoo hate 
had gcxxl luck, Hir^* looking at my bag* 

" Wliy ycii, tolerable.^ 

^* May I auk whore you have been nhooU 
ingf 

^* Wherever I could g(^ leave, a» 1 came 
lilong.^ 

*' Have you travelled far to-day, 8ir?'' 

" From Drionne :'^ a town about thirty-five 
milcH off. 

" DiabU I and a-foot ?" 

♦< To Ik; mire.'' 

' K/(a(l, thnt'.-i Urn much of a gCKKl thing 
though. I tnyHi'lf gri a HiuMiting Hometirneft, but 
u round of u c()U[>le of k'Hguc'H Atttinfiefi me. Ik 
that lui Kiigl'iMh gun ?'' 

** Itidijcd it i» I'' 

** Will ytiu lei ine hwik at it awhile?'^ 

** (Certainly." And Huiting the a<i^ion ti) the 
word, I handed him my Joe Munton. He ex- 
amined it a moment in evident admiration, and 
then gaK* it to one of hin four followers, iiaying 



THE YOUiE AU BLANC. S73 

** Here, take charge of the gent]eman''s gHnf-— 
he must be tired of carrying it after his long 
days march.'' 

The man took it, while I expressed myself 
obliged for the civility, and readily acceded to 
die officer s proposition, that another of the 
party should carry my game-bag at his saddle- 
bow. Thus lightened, I stepped on briskly, 
and my vanity being a little excited by the offi- 
cer's praises of my fast walking, and wonder at 
my slight apparent fatigue, I went forwards not 
a little pleased at finding my equestrian compa- 
nions obliged to rise into a smart trot. As I 
outstripped the leader before he put his horse 
out of its walk, I observed, and thought it was 
more from familiarity than disdpline, that two 
of the men came up to me, and kept one at each 
side of the road. The other two approached 
closer behind, and the lieutenant himself giving 
a sacre or two to his shambling-gaited steed, 
trotted up aloiig-side of me, swearing that I was 
the best fnarcheur he escorted with for many a 

N S 
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(lay* While* we clmtUrcd together, and at hU 
(liF-hand gcxxl-tempered manner rather leMeniid 
my general diiilike against Wm M[)ecief9 we a|v 
[)rcittched tlie ftrit uf tlie Three Villoged ; and it 
wa« arranged that I i»hi)uld go on to tlie necondt 
and that we fthould tup together at the inn 
where he al wayi took up hi* (|uarterii| and whieh 
he aiMured rne wm the only decent one in tlie 
ajnirnune* 

Ah we iMUMed along in tbiit order through 
iUi' liitlc Hiriti*i iff tli<* village*, I oliHTved rnttijy 
|X'(;|>I(' ('jnmt out of ith |x;|mjI<;ijh dwi^lJiiigK, uud 
hiartf mnm uh witfi vurunih cxprcff^biont) of lumii^ 
UnaucA^f and wlien we finally reiuJicd the imi, 
whidj wtiH (lihUnguiHliifd by a dangling tluuh 
over tilt i\iH)r pur{Kirtitigto be a gn'</n, red, and 
yi'llow c(Kik in the awl ttt crowing, willi tlu* 
wonlh *' Le Itcveil Matm,^^ encircling him, a 
Jiirge crowd, for buch a plxu^i^, wan aMMinbleil' 
I h/iw many of the g/i/«*rH make enquirii'i^ Unmi 
iIh' gifniMp armch oi* tlu^y led their horNe» inl/i 
the t»ud)le-yard, and many a wtare ()xe<l ou tlie 
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lieutenant and myself as we entoned the house. 
He led me to a little back parlour, looking out to 
a straggling sort of a garden, where I saw fix>m 
the window that one of the m&i had alnesdy ar- 
rived, and was walking carelessly up and down, 
with his sw<Mid in its scabbard flung across his 
arm. I remarked to the officer my surprise that 
he had abandoned bis horse so soon, but he 
replied with an air of indifierence— :'< It is aU in 
good time — he is food of flowers and a great 
lounger.'* 

^^ Loose discipline this t^ thought I~4)ut it 
was no such thing. When we were seated, my 
companion asked me to let him seemy passport. 
He said it was a mere matter of form, but that 
he had a devilish strict fellow to deal with in the 
adjoint of the Maire, and that just then there 
were some un^deasant feelings against the Eng- 
lish afloat amc^ the authorities of the com- 
mime. I gave him the passport immediately, 
and also, at his request, my licence f<Hr carrying 
arms. He then b^ged me to remain quietly 
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where I was, while he went to order supper, and 
stepped up to the Mairie to shew my papers to 
the adjoiDt. 

I accordingly, as he shut the door, set to work 
to pass the time in the way usual in such situa- 
tions. I looked at all the coarse prints, until I 
waa well acquainted with every feature of the 
various saints, marshals, princes and criminals, 
^ho certainly bore a most marvellous family 
likeness one to the other. I examined as 
keenly as any trained phrenologist the plaster 
bust of Louis XVIII. which stood upon the 
mantel-piece ; and as I removed the wreath of 
artificial roses which had withered over the 
brows, where some royalist finger and thumb had 
placed them, I wished that I knew enough of 
the science to find out the boss (if such exists) 
* of wisdom in governing, that I might have 
reason to reckon on, what I hoped so fervently, 
his making the country free and happy. I do 
not know what Spurzheim might have found, 
or fancied he found, had the bust been under 
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his hands instead of mine, but I know what 
boss I should not look for were I so to occupy 
myself to-day. 

A quarter of an hour's occupation of this 
kind, and the thoughts arising from it, made 
me find the room not large enough for me. I 
was tired of its narrow dimensions, and wanted 
air. I therefore opened the window, which was 
raised about six feet from the garden, and was 
just going to jump down, when the flower-lov- 
ing lounging gens-d'arme waved his hand as if 
forbidding the movement, and on my not under- 
standing the hint, he advanced towards me, 
half drawing his sword from the scabbard, with 
a civil request that I would not come out under 
the penalty of its blade finding a sheath in my 
body. I dreW' back immediately, supposing that 
the man had been drinking, and on opening the 
door to make my exit in a more regular manner, 
I saw to my great astonishment a six feet, raw- 
boned counterpart of my garden neighbour 
standing outside, sword in hand, and he gently 



.♦.". 

^ 
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putting liM arm before mey requentad ibAil 
would ^' do him the pleMure of giving mymlt 
the trouble to re-enter the room» nw I wma 
priwiner.*' 

I mode mmiQ fuitonUlied exclamation^re- 
peated tiii liuti word, I belier^^-^but h» wa# 
peremptory, and I Ntqip^ back, much to Um 
Miti»factir>n of Uanger, who ieemed to think h^ 
luid walked enougli for thai day. While I 
chewed the cud of tliin indignity, which it wtl 
rather diflleult to Nwnllow^ tlie lieutenant come 
b/u'kf ttud he anticipated the rqirooclie* I won 
about to hcafi on him, by Nuch hearty expre*' 
HitniH of regret, and by i^ueh an overwhelming 
torrent of a|K)logieM (^crunlmiff my liandw all the 
tiuKt between \m) that I abamhrneil xuy right of 
bein^ any^ry^ and t4>ok a great liking U> my vmU' 
panlon, particularly a» he looued hi» luild, while 
we hat down to a >'up|K'r of the beut tin* liouw 
afforded. 

'Yhii lieutenant ti>ld me that the mljoint, Moti* 
hi( ur KauMtecopie (the firMt mention I hod hi^rd 
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of hu name, howero- <dd an acquaintance he 
maj be of my readers) had found ereiy thing 
ri^t in my passport and my licence, and that 
I was quite at liberiy to pursue the tenor of my 
way the next morning if I thought proper. 
This I assured him I certainly should do ; and, 
our repast finished, we separated and retired, in 
great good humour with each other, to our re- 
spective bed-rooms. 

When I got to bed, I was kept a consida^le 
time awake by a party ci noisy fellows, who 
were drinking cider and brandy in a room 
bekyw, and wiging and talkingmost boisterously 
in hcHior of their having gained a lawsuit that 
day at the assize court of Bouen. This is the 
greatest of all victories to a Norman ; and I 
have very little doubt that William the First 
would have made light of his conquest of Eng- 
land in comparison with the glory of gaining a 
chancery suit, such at least as they exist in our 
days. That being the case, I was little sur- 
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prised at the enumeration of measures of cidar 
and bottles of brandy which were poured out 
on the present occasion, as I was duly informed 
by the chubby, sabotted, high-capped damsel 
who led me to my chamber, and received the 
amount of my expences overnight, it being my 
avowed purpose to start very early the next 
morning on my way to Dieppe and some of the 
interesting places in its neighbourhood. As I 
turned round at last for about the twentieth 
time, in vain endeavours to give a deaf ear to 
the merriment lx4ow, I heard the dtxjr barred 
and bolted within, and as the ejected party 
straggled off*, one fellow exclaimed in a voice 
that sounded gloriously tliiek and liquory, " Go 
along then, go along ! for my part Til hleej) on 
the straw in the stable here, and dream of 
Lawyer Dupres beautiful argument.^ The 
others laughed at this intimation, but the fellow 
persisted, and as their footsteps died away, I 
actually heard him rustling about in the hlraw 
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as if he was making his bed. I then fell asleep, 
and was awoke by Ranger licking my hand 
about ;ax o'clock in the morning. 

As I looked out into the garden from my 
window^ I saw the trees beautifully marked 
upon the sky behind them, every leaf and 
branch looking like filagree work, while a breeze 
was brushing over the grass;, and carrying 
akHig with it the firaganoe of the last flowers of 
the year. I saw that this was just the morning 
fir Banger and myself, and he seoned to snu£F 
the gale as if it bore to his kecii nose the scent 
of some feeding coveT> or a laiy hare that had 
not yet quitted her warm seat to nibble her dew. 
covered lureakfast. All was therefore soon in 
marching order, and we descended the stairs verA' 
quietly, opoied the street door, and walked out. 
There never was a more complete picture of 
repose. Not a soul seemed stirring in tlie little 
hamlet ; not a wreath of smoke ait^e fn>m any 
chimney; and the brick houses, marked with 

ix transverse beams, and studded with many. 
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paned lattices^ appeased to have no life within 
them. The crowing cock over the door cl 
*^ mine inn/'* seemed to open his beak in mockery 
of the real scene; and although I knew my 
right, by previous contract, to leave the house 
to its fate, I was still a little anxious to give 
notice to some of the inhatntants that I was 
going. I therefore walked round to the yard 
There, too, it seemed as if the genius of deep 
had waved his noiseless pinions over the scene* 
The red-eyed dog lay dozing in his wooden 
house, the real cocks and hens were still on 
their roost, with their heads under their wings ; 
and a group of geese was in one comer, some 
iying down, some standing on one foot, others on 
two^ but all fast locked. If Young's line 
speaks truly, not one of their lids had been ever 
" sullied with a tear.^ 

Having done every thing that conscience die- 
tat(?(l, I was trudging away, when just as I 
paHsed by the stable d(X)r, which stood ajar, I 
heard a sound ({uite in unison with this sleepy 
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region, for it was a deep-drawn snore. I imme- 
diately bethou^t me of the drunkoi fellow that 
had so long kept me awake, and I thou^t it 
but a fur lelaliation that I should now break 
in upon his slumbers. I accordingly opaied the 
door, and there saw him lying stretched upon 
his badi on the straw of one of the stalls. I 
roused him up^ and with some difficulty made 
Um understand that I wished him to look to 
the house till the femily woe stirring. As soon 
as he oomprdiended me^ he swore that ^^ he had 
nothing to do with the house^ and that he was not 
bound by any point of law, asreoqgnised by the 
Code Napoleon, to keep watch in another man^s 
premises. That he would go home^ and that he 
should be yeaty ^ad to accompany me if I was 
going the same wa;y with him."*^ 

I saw that the fellow was still oY^-abundantly 
drunk ; and as he said he Uved a little bit on 
one side of the road to Dief^pe^ I thought it 
would be rather an offer of diarity to help him 
on his way ; and I must confess that his assu- 
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mttw o4f hiH bKHjny dbite to kait ttic straight to 
cwt> ivvvvH v»4f pturtrkl^e^s ^"^^rtghcd with me not a 

\\ v ^ift oiF tv'|[:^h«r» but wtc hod icttrcely got 
v>ut K^ thif viUti^ wfeiett «dl th«^ wmut of his 
vljcuMkvu 40v( v(w»w9T »YttipiiiiiM dine on more 
vu*lvtttW tK<itti <ev^. He beciittie deadly aicic 
;mu( ^w\ vttut w\th<il 90 ^vevtfMne br deepi that 
t w<in «bi«i4tttvly l!\«rv*ed t» be<ir hiin dong. He 
Km^( jM9t !«ie«y!ie e^Hi^ Mi t» point out a little 
bv Juitv wh^-K twrtw^l v^» he !»«iuK towards the 
|uirtnil«iVH ;%ihI U^f* hvums mud \\\ this dirvvtion I 
li^i Itim An tuHir'* wxM-k \\^\ not Unnight U5 

iltuoKi vIvH|»tiir\M vxf s{vHtu\jc k\w firllow^ ^in. He 

v'v n.^\ l»v tlux Iauiv-Iv Uue, which tonuinftUd in 
■\ w\hhI. t\>r '*i»nic time Unij^vr, h^tuhn^f aiuI |nill- 
ttij^ cU \ttv wmj^rtotvHi. uucU ill Icnjcth I wa* out of 

U.ou^vr in<*kv' d iic«ivl j^nut in ;i tirld I^-mJo u<. 
Uc-^i^ivwl mH tol>euttorly dt^^pi^Mnttil. I deter- 
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mined on placiiig my companioQ comfortably in 
the ditdi, where he might sleep his sleep out, 
and lie safelv« while I weal after the birds, unt'd 
I feU in with some house, or met some peasant 
to whom I could hand him over in charge. I 
accordingly placed him high and dry in the 
ditch, and I then stepped up to Ranger. A 
brace of birds rose, I fired at them with both 
barrels, and missed nght and left. Away they 
flew, followed by the rest of a large covey. I, 
resc^Ted to have my rerenge, loaded and pur- 
sued than; first, however, stepping back to 
take a peep at my sleeping friend, who presenied 
a beautifid picture of undisturbed repose. 

The country now opened out into wide com 
fidds, and I went on n^dly over the stubble, 
getting several shots. I at last saw a cottage, 
and I ajq[Hnoached the door to give my intended 
information, when a girl put out her head, and L 
immediately recogmzed her face for a very 
pretty one that I had observed the evening be- 
fore in the crowd about the door of the inn, when 



off thi fim»-4*amii» Mt m momp ytnrffii 

lliA InriMuBinr and AmI amom dM ihlAi 
AflSMiMiiitd bv A itunbl iMbinjf iauiktbMt rfi» 

iMIf inlll A pHwinNV nl Ml lliM# N0( €9fMttf 

iMiniMt miipit iMNM » I 1^ tM ivpuMMi 
H|;ii(i dif^rtbn« aii4 Wftlkid a« iii#lt «i I mM 

Haft in \fm tbm liAlf m bmir » m f m\\\^ tftm 
itut watkI Ui th# <iar(v i^f wt^y » f \mA A\fmd 
my fkt»\m9 1 tmnA mymlf firrm44 \fy ^ pwr 
mmf (it tuM Hhy fmutmu^ nmh Afl4 (mmhf wb(v 
immwd to \m^ti wp\mi fr^m ^ mrtii la im*ff' 
i*4iffi uty ffmUi, 'Viwy fnfid^ m^ ekamrom 
m\U mfmU$ imrrmdtir^ tml tm my fih4mingf^ 
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jrttidL. I thevefoie thoagbt it wise to make a 
paikj, and I prandaed them to go quietly back 
to die Tliiee Villagea^ profnded thej kit my 
gan mmiolested in mj hmds. TUs was con- 
ceded, and hadk we went, the peasants poming 
out honiUe repfoaches against me, and evi- 
dently restrained fay the £ear of the Joe Manton 
from offiering iiolence to my person. • 

We were Tcry soon joined by two of thegois- 
d*aimea^ who had been sent tat on the first 
alarm. I was handed into their charge with 
dioatsand execrations, and to my great astcmish- 
ment instead of their immediaftdy liberatiug me, 
thej informed me I was accused of having mur- 
dered a man, the fioher of the gai who had 
giren the hue and cry, who had been just 
d is cov e red dead in a ditdi, and who was seen to 
leave the inn in my company a couple of hours 



I was really very much shocked at this inteL 
ligmce, and had it not been finom indignation 
at such a charge, I should have given way to 
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thoflc emotions f»o natural in such a case. But 
I repri*ssc(l every thing that might look like 
an expression of weakness^ while I heard the 
nearest peasants mutter to each other, ** Oh the 
hardened villain !'' ** Atrocious dog T dc 
During this scene the good people did not a 
moment forget their provincial peculiarity. 
They chattered away on every point connected 
with criminal law, and anticipated every form 
of my indictment, my trial, and execution. 
They offiTCcI with a common voice to go all 
;iH witTicsfH'H on the occa.".i()n ; and one veteran, 
in order to have the most strikin/r pr(K)f of my 
^nilt, profM)»ed that I should he confronted 
with the (lead Ixxly. This met with unanimous 
approval, and the gens-d'-armes consenting, we 
rut into the little lane, where the corpse wa« 
said to he lying in the position in which it was 
first diseovered. 

As we ap[)roached the spot, and I saw my 
late unfortunate companicm lying on liis face in 
the ditch, a sort of compunctious thrill seemed 
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for a moment to shoot through me, and I felt 
as if not quite justified in having risked a fellow 
oieature's life for the sake of a brace of partridges 
—but the thought came too late. ^^ Watch him 
now!*' " Mark himwellT " Look sharp at him!" 
were echoed by the by-standers to each other, 
as one of them desired me to touch the dead man^s 
hand. I took up one of the dirty paws, which 
had fallen on one side, and lay in the channel 
formed by a little stream. ^^ Now look at your 
victim^s face !" cried another. I therefore turned 
the body round on the back, and gazed a mo- 
ment on his countenance. It was pale and 
death-like. The nose, which had in the morn- 
ing shewed a clear crimson tinge at its globular 
termination, was now a livid purple. The 
mouth hung open, being naturally of immense 
proportions. One eye was wide extended — 
but that one had been long blind from some 
accident which had contracted the lid and kept 
it from closing ; and the other, which when 
waking turned from its fellow with a most 
▼OL. ni* o 
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daughter as chief nioarner, were admitted into 
the office; and I theme found an ill-favoured 
personage of about fifty« with grejish sleek- 
combed hair, no frcAit teeth, small feline^Iike eves, 
dressed in a green coat with large mother -of 
pearl buttons, a white waistcoat, and black pan- 
taloons, and atting in an arm chair. This was 
Mr. Francis Faussecope. A ragged clerk 
occofued a seat at the table, which was strewed 
with blank paper, pens, and ink-stands, while a 
figure which I need not describe, it being that 
of Le Chevalier de Choufleur, stood « with a 
Aigfacfiil expression of countenance, and a white 
handkenjdrf held to his nose, at the greatest 
possible distance from the supposed corpse. 

While Faussecopie darted some keen glances 
at me, and put a few questions to the gens- 
cTannesi, a door opened, and the approach of the 
nuTor was announced ; and immediatelv came 
in. wheeled in an arm chair by a servant, en- 
Tck^ped in a brown wadded silk gown, with feet 

ipped in flannel, and a black silk cap on his 

o 2 




dtuk nrgrmmtwni rfflto itwMJbtiT 

Sir X -mm m^ Sm tSi^ MffMMi par' 
T iwiii y X.. nsr fi^fi. and jMniicS' 



* ji iiMt niner Jdi, •ir,/ mffviv^ the 
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• T^it=ii He rrtrr liar I luw *T,i«nmf 'xS wr- 
ttfTrt tie jucr.ir. am le '▼la icsariu^ r wia«^^ 

n-TTHi^ jne i!im<^ jc lie i^^'i^r laii :iu» t.: 

iui» * X^i^ ire. IS oift :rae. linsui m ^ <mmtf 
^nQDpk±L lu uiuiir Lscri ism. sS, ancii jet zhe 
uBft2?aiii^ je ^dr iir — dur I perotne Umh 



^ TbasCsjML wbA I thooglit.— Do now like 
good ftOowscanyil awsj P cried He Choufleur, 
jJAciMP g the attendants and pressing the 
KMitllrTn l T ^* f igtiH doaer to his nose. 

** Prisoner T eiriaimpd Fausaeoopie, ^ what 
have joa to say fiir joaisdf ?* 

^ Notlui^'" icpfied I. 

^Good,"^ answered he; ^ pot that down"^ (to 
thederiL). 

** Hare joa any witness to caUr* addressing 



w 



^ Pot that answer down,^said Fansseoopie to 
theckfk. Tlien tunnB^ to me i^ain, ^Prisoner! 
caD your witness."" 

No sooner had I veoored this command, 
dian I l i tep ped nener and stooped down to the 
sleeping rietim, and thon^ somewhat sorry to 
dUbnb lum, I haDooed out inth aU my might 
into his ear, two or three dhouts at my highest 
pitdi. Tlie ne a nnu i nt ir spdl that broke the 
rest of the deeping bennty in die wood, oooU 



iaivt imd s ^ner efftici. The dt^ad tuao 
vgmm ht^ f«feu iipsiioi im <*yt^ and 
junnjMtl vif wt^ ft |{ii)v8iur spring ahnom to "dbe 
miiqig. iUa^ thr ksx mcwemenl fsT one fjwt 
thrmipi^. tin^ Inson. Xlkimav and facurcir »suujd 
ii|wn' tbt^ ^lecamHv FauMixifiiiir and Ue I'Imni- 
Ikrin, witii tkt ciedv and the wt^oahr epmxkg 
friiai tiieir «tflib^ and rwibud 'w^ d^^^nf ul } eUt^ 
ll«imni^ tUr imir side ^onc^ l^nadkn^ doi^ii 
ciuirrs and tabieK, and ctnn^ileteh t^Mfrttis^ cU 
ttianm^ ah riie^ tumbled al(m|r. *J be witm»(«ff 
st'iviinuHi anc rusiifd -Hiiiipfilujr u>v^^d^ liit* 
>:vtv. tMiimiift , vhiit vxtm i\w fn-nut ^t'n^- 

Irinn. ciiiuri)^ -i»« niitviuni. and burst t»ut o< 
«f ilir ViHim Tilt supptwrd r(»r|ist' rushtnJ niler 
ititni.. mid \w HiVAMc.r did iu- j.irest'iii hiufNtJi 
iiiivc uiK. vt'ii w Un cTov^d vitliouu thaji tIk- 
af!!'u:*ir. o! :iif luuiuiutit- vuh rcmi}.iiet.e, aiid the 
disjKM'situi oi lilt' vluiit m4ls^ prt^uuni sucli a 
sct^iK its n«i> lit miitii'iiu'd iit>t itJd. Jiut *o ail 
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a beautiful contrast. No sooner was she as- 
sured that her father lived, than she flung her- 
self round his neck, with no feeling but recovered 
happiness ; and she clung to him, sobbing and 
crying with joy, in spite of all his astonished 
efforts to shake her off, and get an explanation 
of the scene. 

The affair ended as may be supposed. Every 
one came, in a short time, to his senses. Thq 
court resumed its dignity ; the tables and chairs 
and their occupiers were replaced in their pro- 
per positions ; the crowd dispersed, an immense 
portion of it following home the drunken dog 
so miraculously patched from the grave; and 
they pronounced the adventiure, with one voice, 
as fit to be classed with the most wonderful of 
the " Causes Cttebresr 
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Mi fu foois sMfWLjmc* 
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CHAPTB& XXIt 

WttiM dw oonftiiloii hid lUrly toMdid lal 
erdbr wii rMtondi FamiMoiitt faidflMittd M 
JM with many fewning oliriMMi tli«t I irii fti^ 
AwfKHf and having Motived evei^ aawwiiea 
that I had no farther tnoletitation to tew, and 
«ven an otfkt of one of the gens-d'armes at an 
eioort on my road| which I eivilly refused, I 
was juit preparing to quit the office^ when I 
was arretted and literally fastened to the ipot 
by the entrance of one of the loveliest ereaturea I 
had ever beheldi dressed in a plain but moet 
becoming morning oostumei and accompanied 
by an old man of short stature and spare fbrmi 
but of an air and appearance most imposinaly 
respectaUe. I need not say that I gaied on 
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Leome and Mr. SobeniDe. Serend penons 
cmie after diem into die room, and as diej 
placed diemaelTes at die bar wbere he (as my 
readers know) had so long presided in nu^s- 
terial dignitj, I obserred die odd-lookii^ little 
old bean, (De Choafleur,) die s uptraim nal fd 
Maire^ (Glaotte^) and the rognidi adjoint, 
(FansKoopK:,) aD gire sjmptcans of uneasineaB, 
wUcfa were erident more or less aooordingto 
their respectire habits of mind. These symp- 
toms, as wdl as the interest cxiigaed in the 
countenances of the bystanders, onninoed me 
there was something more than common going 
fbrwafd; and curiosity (a laudable quality in 
ftory teDen) determined me to see the issue of 
the affinr. I accut din gly got amon^ the lis- 
teners, and after a fitde circQmlocatkxi and 
desokary talking among die parties, the hearing 



The case was stated by Faossecopie, who, 
though ^irtoally the judge in all the causes which 
came before that court, had ahr^ the cunning 

oS 



^^ ^^^^F ^"^^ ^B^^^^^^*^^ ^"^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^r^^r^^^p^r^ ^^ -^^^^^^^V^vy 

MmI flCtcA flfl OflEMMMI MmMlvd tO UMtlfv* flS tli# 

«lviN»if of whitfefw ftrnj^vii^ mna to jn^ 
iparehbaid. lathe | i fiKat anlwcc ht twotridl 
feisHKlf ■• actipg » tlni cspacitj ftr w ipjtuBd 
flmtlflm^ wluiitt iMiaaiit ttJiM^^ of aiunnib 
iM the wvMig Ii» Ink! suflinnNl, quilo dmkkA 
Um IraiD if9«kii)^ IB hk owo bdialf ; ml |o 
ill.«l»u lb. «»el»i| pict».e W d»«^ 
Vie CboMifltMf'ft ntflkriM% hm pohittd to lun 
where he lal in A caraer, hk face coreied with 
bin pucket handkerchief^ aimI Im toe [icnDted lo 
«• to shew hi* Itrg in the most pathetic poMibk; 
pof»ttion. llaring Mtatecl the whole i^ogrett cif 
the natural affection, (an he called it^) even until 
the introduction of the heretical impoftoTf (to 
call him by no wonie name,) into the bcMom of 
Mr. Suijerville'*! family, Fatmecopie next began 
to prcxliicc hi» pufofn of I>conie\ encouragement 
of IlippoUtc*» paraion. Among theiie were 
Ut be reckoned the great intimacy with the 
family, tb^ welUknown approval of Mr and 
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Mmimme Suhsrfille, ^tandi^g ia tbe reUlions of 
fittlier and mother to their ad<qpted dM^tar; 
^ but More stroQg than ail thaae," exelauoHxl 
FwaamBOQfift^ with a tender whine, ^^ are thoae 
gentle and delicate tokens whidi nothing but a 
veltiqg aensifaili^ could have presented as tbe 
revard of the moat unshaken faith."" With 
theK words be produced a satin-wood casket, 
and fipom it be drew forth an elegant little silv» 
thimble, a needle case, and the greater part 
of a white satin shoe. 

At this exhibition an exclamation of astonish- 
aent burst from Leonie, and a loud laugh 
finom erery one else in the court except Faussl^- 
copie, De Choufleur, and Glautte. The latter, 
notwithstanding the fillip given him by my 
adventuie, and which was renewed by the pre- 
sence of Mr. Suberville, was beginning to shew 
the symptoms usualfy produced in him by Fau»- 
aeoopies somnolent eloquenoe. The laugh 
roused him up, and he Aook himsdf, exclaim- 
ing, '« What's all this? Whodares to insult the 




He 

'b^9 iqffMKOii ^ "^ mciptt» kn>e tokens** in 
"idK^ -Mr^iv^w «»0if ; «Hi jw f iiuy i ^ Ids next 
TiiMiww; >y :awB»f »<iCTtf wi3 ptwagd ohsenrations, 
;^M£ oMhtv ^Kir I?' :^ «:c aK air cif itaEiv, he 
AMf«v i^ra ^atriM^ jKCseis vhark l»e assured the 
itme^ cuocaifsiNt uk^ vansest esfveseiaBs of 
kf^^ and xbsA wfixa fvowiie of ma w M y , 
whisk had iafthKed dhe' heartJuokm Chrrafier 
x^ riana hft» wgnhtp'^ procectiaa» and appeal to 
the tiihtraah of to coiMstiy far wdreas. These 
Vtiars w«ve addraaed to I>e ChouAanv and 
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bdnjf ojpGOfii by FaosseccfHe, and shewn to Mir« 
Subarille and LeaniC) they produced an eTK 
d«tit smsatxMnt not only in than, but on all the 
qxetatorsu ^^ It is certainly her handwriting, 
I confess it,"* exclaimed Mr« Suberrille* Leonie 
turned pale and trembled, not at the instant 
penetrating the plot which was thus laid for her* 
*• Aye^^ but,* said Fau$i^eeofnie> ** here is the mis- 
fortune. Those letters, written in Knglish to 
escape detection by the parents of this false- 
hearted young latly, an> inexplicable to the 
coiut except through the meilium of herself or 
the worthy man slie has so ill treated,** 

** Here is the Englishman,** exclaimeil seve- 
ral ^xaces from those around me. ^* lie can 
interpret thwu."^ 

At this proposition Fausseci>i:ue gave a doubt- 
ing glance at Hippolito, (who had grown bolder 
and flung aside his handkerchief,) as much as 
to say, ** May we venture ? Have you read 
them to me truly ? ** De Choufleur shewwl a 



MM TItll vmiK AH MAMCs 

km of fgtmi oonfldctMNit and 1 w« 'uniuA Ur 
tnuMlali! Um kKten. I MiiMiiUid rrndSUfftai 
iMgitti with the last of thoio which I hiiro loi- 
iBMrijr tratnaribed for tnjr nttdfln. 

Much iiitemtod «i 1 had bwti for Loonier 
aiid ittiprvMed as t wai by tho eontietion thai 
ihe tiairer coiitd haiHi givan tho aMUousd aoeoo- 
rageotctit to luuh a thing ai Hijipdlita, I wai 
atrtaitiljr much staggcrrad by tho parusal-of thii 
qiittle, acknowledged to be in Her hand-writhig« 
If however puaitled \ij some parta of it^ eodea- 
vourcd to ri'cunc'ile the difference <if idioni and 
Im(I <t)H'llinf;, and proceeded to put it into 
French, nccHirding to the Ix^nt of my conscience 
and obilitiri*) an follows:— 

*' Nuit vi jour, matin ct aprcs midi^ men fien- 
s/'es mint i) toi. Dans TKglisc ou h, la prome- 
nade, duns Irs profondes mysteres du sommeilf 
ou en pk'iti jour, cest toi, mon cher, (|ui es 
devant men yeux/' 

•• Yes, yes I" cried Hi|i|iolite, interrupting 



TiUB ¥Of;££ AV MLAXC. SOS 

me, ^' *tis that predselyy won! for word i Oh, 
what a happy mao I am, to have found so faith- 
ful a translator.'" 

Faufiieoopie smiled, and every body stared 
with astonishmeDt at these tender expressions of 
We, and no one more tliau Mr. SuberviUe. 

Afker some time order was restored, and I 
went on. 

^ CTest toi, moD cher, qui es devant mes yeux 
la tete oourfaee par le hart ou je desire vivem^it 
d** etre liee avec vous, sans meme la ceremonie 
JC eVre attachee par mes parais. Croyez-moi 
jusqu*" a la mort la tr^ j<die 

" LnoxiE.*" 

I could scarcely tiuish this sentence intelli- 
gibly from the loud shouts of laugliter that 
burst out, and in which Faussecopie, and even 
Glautte, seemed with difficulty to restrain them- 
selves from joining. Hippoiite started up and 
attempted to snatch the letter from my hand, 
vodfia^ting that '^ I was a £alse and perjored 
interpreter, bribed by Suber\ille and the vil- 



Jiff 9LSMe» 




te jMuuuflL I nd now 
jotd ooDtiooed faithfullj. 
fst k pciteoce T (bere 1 
«K ntt/'m^g'fd -v^ peak loader than befoce,; 

acrec tmi» qtucnd met 



-Si 

of fsrr. 



bereat ittbrif^; 
jcod bewfldend «t the 
dasr »fed bki her Cve id llr. 
vliiie Hjppoile, id a tnmi- 

IIp CB tlxr tjMf^ flMtciltd 

duit fifan tbe acsm to 
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Write, was what my readers will recollect or 
rrfer to in Hi(>polite^s translated explanation. 

When he had finished, a dozen different 
voices cried out, " How do you know she meant 
to say all that ?^ — " Who put those sentiments 
into her pen ? ^ And at this moment Leonie, 
;is if struck by sudden conviction, started from 
her seat, and advancing towards the table, with 
an air something like inspiration, called out, 
*< Oh, gentlemen, I now see it all ! This is one 
of the old exercises the wretch used to dictate 
to me in the first days of his attendance, when I 
did not know a word of English ! He pre- 
tended to bum them all, but I see he has basely 
preserved some — that ii^the whole truth of his 

infamy ! ^ 

However litigious may be the spirit of Nor« 
mandy, there are no people in the world more 
alive to an act of base injustice than the worthy 
plaintiffs and defendants of that province— and 
these designations include on one occasion or 
another, the whole population. As soon then as 




tm tuimtng^.. uut tut i^nr; «a» liMit^MrCl. 

:%untiir. it iiHKi*«iinii: niv ^^m m»iidiic jimn^^ MM: 
:iiii«'n4^ It; 'wett: Jtiiii: 'tr tuv a^xiA* far ^ttyitUMr j||«r 
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(laiioe; and as the byestanders separated aiul 
f|aitlied him in compliance widi his «i:ih (^all 
thiowing longing ^anoes (if admiration at 
Leonie) he addressed me^ and professing himself 
deeply oUiged by my sorioes and attention on 
the tiial, if I may so call it, he invited n«e to 
accompany him to his house and pa$s the day 
with him. As it has alvays been a maxim with 
me that peo|de should accept even' invitation 
that b well uieant, and that does not clash with 
more material occupations, with a proper feeling 
uf ones own little consequence, or with what one 
owes to that of others, this of Mr. Suber\'ille 
not coming within any of those exceptions,. I 
doied cheerfully mith hif proposal, aiid walked 
with him and Leonie straight to Le Vallon. 

As my readers know the house better than 1 
did at first sight, I shall not describe it ; but I 
must delineate the scene which took place on our 
airival. We were met on entn-ring the liall by 
a firesh-iooking lass, in a tight boddice, and 
s&iffeiied cap, about half the height of her jK-r- 
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ion, whom any one of my readers would in- 
ftantly have recognized for Lisette, whose face 
beamed with joy that even my presence could 
not repress. She called out **Ah, my dear 
Miss Leonie, who do you think has arrived r* 

*^ fVhoj dear Lisette r* cried Leonie, ttuming 
as pale as the best burning wood-ashes, and im- 
mediately glowing as red as the selfsame sort of 
ashes when the fire is relighted. 

" Who but Monsieur Alfred ?^ answered 
Lisette. 

*^ No one else ?" faltered Leonie ; but before 
Lisette could reply, a fine-looking youth rushed 
out of the parlour and embraced Leonie most 
cordially. This youth was my readers^ old ac- 
quaintance Alfred. I hope they will not look 
so dissatisfied as his cousin did, at not seeing 
any companion with him. 

** All in good time," said he to Leonie^s in- 
quisitive and anxious glance— and I say the 
same to the reader. 

" Now my dear Sir," continued Alfred ad- 
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dresdbg his uncle, ^' the negociation of rather 
a delicate business has fallen upon a great 
bungler ; but I hope you will excuse my bad 
management for the sake of my good meaning. 
I am just going to introduce to you a gentleman 
with whose name you are familiar, but whose 
person is strange to you — Mr. George Wilson 
of London.^ 

*^ Strange to us !** exclaimed Leonie with a 
delighted smile, as she followed Alfred with her 
eyes, while he entered a room at tlie right-hand 
of the hall, the common sitting room which we 
were entering, being to the left. He returned 
in a moment, leading in a tall, sallow looking, 
dark-haired man of about forty years of age, 
but not, I could plainly see, the person whom 
Leonie thought she was so sure of. This gen- 
tleman explained himself to Mr. Suberville, in 
an easy flow of sufficiently bad French, and 
apologized for having lent his name to an im- 
poution, however innocent, but which he now 
appeared f(« the purpose of fully clearing up, 



SW twe Toiir ACT ilavc. 

fii« ^rKLX to 3lr. Sobcrnlle luod his family, but 
WfhM&Thc woML Tins was all irnxMoiprehensiblc 
«fi mu^ ben I ihdl tdl things as they happened, 
iqiffK^sBsq^ mysM «& wise then as I became aftcr- 
«ieNS$w ndMT thaai confuse my readers by a 
4miMi <f art co^isaaions and conjectores at the 



Mr Svbenilic :uitA Leonic were dvil but 
ladier «ilc«t ; but the ^siiai^ Mr. Wilaon sewn 
VKNBtdeJ tbcM tio attcntMU, bj begging they would 
fnf^i^ih "ihc <niTanc^ of the person who had for- 
?r»rr.y w^uryicv! Hi< n&noe, a5»*imcd hh appcar- 
*Tx'v. atk\ ^:a:]!5icd, hv hxs frolic, &uch manifold 

"* 0>,. :^v^r^. «^^^«% where is he? Whv tor- 
:^;r^ ;;> <4t> • \j€i him come in ?" exclaimed 

The wci:^ u* W45. amusingly i)laccd for mc, as 
my Trader* h^ve no doubt oliscrved ; but at! 
Mih:<'rfupc^ of e5:prc«<vion were rendered unne- 
cossjiry by the outhurivUng (from a closet where 
he had b«^ placed bv Alfred) of that hand- 
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some joong fdlow whom my readers have, I 
hope, be«i longing to shake hands with once 



I cannot attempt eTen to sketch the scene — 
die transients of the joung man — ^the agitated 
ddight of Leonie — the pleased astonishment of 
Mr. Suberrille — ^the mixture of awkwardness 
and enjoyment which I myself felt — the friendly 
sympathy of Alfired and the real Mr. Wilson — 
the anging and dandng and crying of Lisette^ 
in the style so common to all the warm-hearted 
kindly peasants of France — and to crown all, 
the rilling (if bdls, and thumjHng against the 
fkxMT, which proceeded from the room ahove, 
occttfued, as I afterwards found out, bv the in- 
vafided Madame Subenrille. 

^^ This b really overwhelmingr exclaimed 
Mr. Subenrille. ^^It is almost too much— but 
it is certainly very like hi^piness. We must 
not,^ howeTor, go too fast. I cannot doubt the 
sinoerity of these emotioos. Sir ; but tdl me, I 



itt «n fotii At ifiAMi 
piy ywi fidly Md flwdy^i «^ 

« ^ Wlioi»II^ cfMthi ]wiMf flHfr--^ irff 
jKNiiidfi ny dbif good llr«-«(^ Who 

OMlfLio^^ SoiiMljNNirhitfttM fottf 
Who widd I hi Wt idwifd yMkmj^fpm 

lAiOfitd hiiihiiiil fcan IndmiTiMniit hnmid W 
ImmI BranifML tml luiitid Imf th# dMMi^ ^ ifl 

tii% 1^ fmUmffit iid fmim ( Do jmin 

MMMiIm MA* flif P f ^JiiA 1mm IImB M liMit 

infiiy firrivnl lutw r^iitj^s ttt^ hit dlli iiiii« 

whMt i»» fuiw WMHlifiK to ffiiik^ ffi« wit4 wMi 
«« ttoM. tiuld, t4(iwHfd r (<M Mr. WiiMH--- 
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taking Leonie^s hand, and kissing it with raptur- 
ous expresaim. 

The secret of a story (where there is one) 
once openly divulged, or the main point of in- 
terest detailed, I believe it is wise in the narra- 
tor to compress, and hurry over, and wind up 
the auxiliary matter as quickly as possible. I 
shall, therefore, with all due brevity, perform 
what remains of my task. 

From Edward Mowbray^s explanation, given 
with a most laudable rapidity, it appeared, that, 
from the first dawning of reason, he had felt 
precisely the same sentiment, but in a much 
stranger degree, towards Leonie, that she bad 
indulged in towards him. His father encou- 
raged it, for his views always were to establish 
Edward in some of the commercial ports of 
France ; and &om the strong impression made 
on him by Mr. Suberville, during his hurried 
visit, added of all he could coQect of his cha- 
racter and circumstances, and his admiration of 
the child, he actually planned the future union 

VOL. lU. p 
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^nm^ «■!: )fe. Humdnm; In^ a armi of the 

nfc-iMTJnyrug JagpoM^ftr Aogfiiililiiaj>if it 
Ik mc Imih m -mgin^ if jjiiU^ itAi it him duty u» 
.nK mm f^ian -^m^g^ iban B^waiTs and, 
tiac -la^ inw wi ili s Aribny^i rftwri i iMj q ly Kl of Int 
lAUu-ft vtj^ws TTt iir -aufw TOi a Touih of 
•^Witt^^i^ ^^anv ws i^iiA¥« T^iiinr di&mh ; mod in 
at: :^ouo«. itt iiuui^ ji 1^ iir unpcHtfahk. £d- 
W4iTi!v xtsniie! weMt^s^Htf^ xtxmh vi ^hM\ impetu- 
iU2^ j^i^mmirT i^aifo^ if u^k^ iriiih masr noble 

fiu£ i»rnihrr uirdpni an ^ fpe«rli recorded just 
ii;>¥ Tuc^^ «Qiftimt\xiu lnvc nod nurtured in 
li 9pisxi i'S ivmaoinr^ fti» oaiural to the bigh- 
Y>iaiati3 jxusxf*t vt a hxd dt libertr^ had gained 



THS VOUis AU WLABC. 315 

stiengtli firam oppofiiticMi. Edward pkased 
hnnadf with the iioti0n of the siiigiilarity of his 
attachment; and he so lon^ indulged himself in 
fimdes ci ai ne n i in g the fittk white creature that 
had been growing up with him, as it were, firom 
ddldiood, that no real afiection for a known 
olgeet could have exceeded the strength which 
this aoquHcd. To fix him more steadily to 
busmesB, and flatter his pride, his father had put 
his name as a partner into the firm ; but Ed- 
ward, without being insensible to this great 
proof of confidence^ or the advantages to be d&- 
rived from it, always calculated the latt^ as 
half for himself, and half for Leonie ; for he 
was resohred never to abandon his romantic 
attarhment, while a rational hope remained for 
him to ^ng to. A first step towards his pur- 
poae was to kam French, and this he accom- 
pliahed by means of an emigrant Parisian, with 
such ardent attention, that he became a com- 
plete adept in the language^ and spoke it with 
great ease and good accent, in acou|ileof years. 



^^|J^^^^s^^^^^J| ^A|^^Mfc B^^^ '^^^^^^^^^H ^^^^ ^^^^i^l^^^^^^tt 








known, unMen, imd pefhftp» kxrt to Mm tm 
€9tx^ b]^ mttrna^ dr even db tfi n o n e 6t}ier 

Be #a% how«^^er^ extremdy gpmfd^d wkh Mi 
flH^iefy anct jHV comftetely ^ yet gfe^dmifyf fmi 
ke cleetinad tA menlkm of hff^ th^t^ «t Ihe im^ 
meot fit iiM (iiipdytare Imt Vmmm^ thm Mkn i^ 
yekcftA m tiie b«Kel dMf he \eA l^m nH i^mMii 
of him tsaij tmey, But be wm tmdee^ed h^ 
tvee die ^if^ wfci^ bore £^erd inrivf ^ kerf 
sailed Mt eltigktef kMdf; Imt * Itltet^ wtiIImi 
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bj the latter, and left with a finend to be deli^ 
veted to his father immediately after his depar- 
ture, told him^ in a strain at once dutiful^ affec- 
tionate, and firm, that the chief impulse which 
induced him to quit his home for the first time, 
and to part with his only parent, was that lead- 
ing hope of his life — which I need not here 
dilate on. 

His earliest letter finom England, wh^ne he 
first touched the soil of Europe, was to the same 
effect; and when he proceeded for Paris, early 
in 1816, a oco mpan ied by Mr. IVVilson, one of 
die partners in a house intimately connected 
widb that of Mowbray and S<mi, he most fiilly 
admitted that goitleman to his confidaMX. By 
Ids agency enquiries were made as to the state 
of Mr. Subeanrille^s circumstances and situati<Hi, 
widi particulars relatiTe to Leonie, Alfred, De 
Choufleur, and the other perstms less intimately 
connected with Le Vallon. Edward had thus 
acquired a fund ct intelligence, and was devis- 
ing with Wilson some plan tor gaining admit- 
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lanoe to the fiunily, when the advertisement in 
the newspapers caught ther attention^ and it was 
quickly agreed that Mowbray should make use 
of Wilsons name and passport^ and diflginse 
himsdf as he best might, for the support of bis 
assumed diaractar. The success of his stratfr* 
gem has been detailed^ and he wa3.not a wed& 
under the roc^ with Leonie, before he wrote 
once mote to his father^ with a vehemence that 
carried every thing before it Answers to his 
letters arrived, but not till he had quitted Mr. 
Suberville^s house, and been more than a month 
at Parb, enclosing him, as he required, certifi- 
cates of his baptism, and his father*s formal con- 
sent to his marriage with Leonie, without which 
docmnents the celebration of the ceremony could 
not take place according to the French laws. 

Bat even these papers did not allow of his 
immediate return to Le Vallon, for the repre- 
sentation made to the authorities subsequent to 
his flight, the suspicions attending on it, the 
persecution of Mr. Suberville, and the proceed* 
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mgs, aomelhiiig very like outlawiy, against 
Alfired, formed a host of difficulties which it 
required great pefsevenuioe^ no small interest^ 
and much time to overoome. All this may be 
well undersCood by those who have had oocaskxi 
to straggle with the looseness, litlleness, and slug- 
g^mess that dog the mareh of even small mattei^ 
of Frendi government. AU^ however, through 
the main exertions of Wilson and his connec- 
tions, was finally arranged. The whole case 
was examined into by the prefect cS the depart- 
ment, and sudia host <rf circumstances came to 
fight, coRobocative of the misconduct of Faus- 
seoopie, and the incapacity of Glautte, that the 
Older for Mr. Suborville^s liboadon, the excut 
pation of Alfied, and the pardon of Wilson and 
Mowbray for thdr infraction of the strict police 
regulation rdative to passports, was followed by 
a ddiberation on the propriety of dismisang the 
mayor, and the adjcxnt of the mayor of the 
commune known to me and my readers by the 
name of the Three Villages. 
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WWm Mttwbrijr Hud SalihMl hit ibort nM 
«(lifc)i^ iHftd iluft iwnry of ft«Ung and flutter* 
iN^ ^ iMin wUtth Kid ngttelttd thta party mora 
«ir k«s ImmI MibiMhMH tlia flM maaiurtt of Wil- 
«Mik M^wfaiNQr% and Alfir«d| waa to go to tba 
MaMa fer dia i^fpaaa of praaantlng thamialvai 
and iMr dw ma aul a b all dua form. Tbay 
wtw wia d wa lo aMMiipai^ Ihtet* along with 
M^ SttbttttUK aa a aoo^ of aradlUla witnasiM 
VilgHi ba viatMoiavjr In klMdr daalbga with Muob a 
>*H|^»^ |«m«^na)t« a» 1!^Ottae«opla. Whan wa 
w^'hvsi i^w \^\v^ >*t^ wiw OlauKc wltiiig (luitc 
^\\\ \\\ \\\>^ vtM\r. wluW Fmui;t«t» wnn |Hniring 
\H\^ ^^MH^ whv«|vr\H( i>^<M^HuiV|{ in hin «Hir. An wc 
a^*>^>Hiv^lw*i k\w \Wy\\\x UM^tratOt ho wan cvi- 
\\^\\\\ #K^M\v«^ivMi )>u( tv^^vrring, in a MH.Hmd, 
h^it ^\h4 »tMvw\lM^{Mi« ^4" Uv^^^. he cxantiitcii iho 
>ta^^HV!» |m(v\^ (Mf\HHm\K'^l all \k\ he riglit, cx- 
|uv«ii^i \\^^ )^«|'|»ii\KMMt ^^\ \\\^ mutter having trr* 
M^ii^u^^v^i M» !MivMWuviSlv i (Aiul wa» j|u»t lK?giu* 
«»io|^ tv vva\i A mhmthI l««ii^m lo Mowbray on the 
MU)^v(^'t^t.v \^ hl^ vvinlnvt^ wlien tlia latter 
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abmpdy begged him to SKwe himsdf the trou- 
Ue, Hid lequired kim to regnhily icgister the 
fiist formal amomioement of £dii»d Mowhntys 
and Leonie Siiberville'*8 joint engagenia[it (tf 
marriage, sanctioned by tbe (xmsent ol their 
respedrre parents in all the r^;alar fmms of 
law. 

I hope I have not taken my readers by sor^ 
pnse, and that they will not consider this mo- 
mentous affiur too hastily decided on. In case 
any such qoafans sfaoold arise^ let me entreat 
them toreorilect that the parties ware imimatdy 
and daOy known to each other for four months, 
and that the legal fovmafities lequiied a dday of 
three weds befive that 



"* Cc Mmmm i J tioa devoudy to 

time enough in all co nec i fn ce tar any couple 
who seriously intend to many, and who hare 
method enough in Aeir madne« to remember 
that most appropriate of adages, ^ delays are 



p S 



'» Uood cf Ae honcit 




Tim fr «nrftc» Aewed m mdi 

c o l uufiB g •§ Ab; bm die bile cfUicaiiitimtaoo 
msi •!! iuUlti inM ifcau end tmmd the ydkwr 
ti^ge of Ue cheek slo s kiad of ttvny enoge* 
He peneed^ fenhArij took up Ue pen, knd it 
dcnm igehi, opened Us le^itry hook, and after 
a shake of the head whidi seemed to settle bis 
purpose, and having wbiqpered a word or two 
U> his superior, who nodded consent, he pro^ 
tested, that ** however anxious he might be to 
give immediate attention to the natural wish of 
the amiable and respectable parties, his warship 
the Mayor felt bound to pause awhile, in cchw 
sideration of the unsettled claims which another 
gentleman put fcnrward to the band of the young 
lady." 

*^ Out on hb filthy claim T cried Mowbray^ 
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vtrikiiig die taUe witk hk denciied fist, ^ and 
dare you, as a magistrate, at bere to talk thus? 
Take care of yoorad^ Sir. And as to your 
piiBcipal yonder^ who doses while you act, 
neidier he nor you are aware of the danger you 
are running, fiom the outraged jUfldce of your 
country; nor see the tisSied. si^xd which hangs 
aoiqiended over your headsr." 

At these wofds^ CHautte started up in his 
dudr with sorflrising animation, cast his eyes 
upwards, and roared out lustily, ^A naked 
swoid! Treason, treason^ minder! Jacques, 
Jacques, I say ! Whed me out, wheel me out 
of this den of thieves — my life is beset — the 
English are around me, — ^long live the Emg ! 
Long hve the Smpennr !— Long five the Bour- 
bons !-^Long live the Republic! Oh, ykbere 
am I, where am I ! Oh, Oh !"* 
' With these expressions, growing more &int 
at every fSdl, he sank bad^ insenable in the 
chair: and while he was wheeled off, Fausse- 
cofne made the required entry in proper CMnder ; 




4f vBnul dniT )ip ^or 



:b. jL^'^riakMfer^ .^^ftois; Jiis^ iinmw ihiiiurfa not 
ju^.41a:7- jnattn. ust niSi P^r walkad in ihe 

tnn< ji> )i; i)9«ytf«. tr "KilMiiiV dtuiiaiid« tiua he 
sih/ww u ;r'V;fr% uuxu Thmfcrng^ )io4p«"ivt« from 
A\ ^HrtV .AUnuuttv timi lu^ inu<iii ^'tmixuv to be 
<u%ti, 4V. ^^MH^Mtu)^ ipigmiKibiiur to iu he i>n 
t4x^». .«)» T^-^AiUAiiAn. jwyjiur ilun lie IikI no in- 
wntKi. 4)^ u^iUTtn^ Mr, Wihimz bui that he 
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would heap with the utmost odium, the villain 
who assumed his name and appearance, and who 
fled finom the chastisement that he panted to in- 
flict on him. At these words, Mowbray burst 
into the room, followed by Mr. Subenrille and 
myself. Whai Hippolite saw him, he looked 
¥rith incredible velocity right and left, as if he 
balanced whether to throw himself out of the 
window, or dart up the chimney ; but Mow- 
bray'*s rapid advance decided him to take a safer 
movement, and he betook himself to his old and 
favourite attitude of supphcabon. He threw 
himself cm his knees and on Mowbray'*s mercy 
— and I need not dwell cm the rest. He signed 
not only a ftill recantation of his aspersions on 
*^ Greorge Wilscm, native of London," but also 
an ample disavowal of all his cdaims cm Leonie ; 
he gave up the fabricated love-letters, as well as 
the ^^ precious tokens," to use Faussecopie's 
phrase, on the possession of which, his asser* 
tions had also be^i founded : and to put a finish- 
ing-8troke to his meanness, he turned voluntary 
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Jrorer against liis accomplice FausHccofne; 
bting in the confc-Ming vL-in, betrayed ihe 
lie secret of tlieir clandestine tricks upon ibe 
enue. 

^nned with these " Iwief," but very strong 

lUthorities," we oil retired; and Mr, Suber- 

wnit in the very net of declaring his inteik 

ion of preparing a who 3 staicmcnt of Fauft- 

ijrio'K conduct to be fM^arded to govern- 

snt, when a messenger met us in great hastej 

landing the immefiiate pruM-nce of Mr. 9iK 

berville at the Maine, where the prefect hiul 

juM arrived for a spedal purpose, and where 

death, in his own proper person, was per futmi ng 

the same aperatiaa upon Doctor Glautte, which 

l>octor Glautte had so frequently perforiDed 

(during his professioiul practice,) op toaaj » 

poor patient. - 

We forthwith retraced our steps to the Maitie, 
and were received by the prefect, a venerable 
and respecuble lookitig tnsD, who advanced to- 
wards Mr. Suberville with a gnunous and cot' 



dial demeanour. He bad received £rom govem- 
ment the final directioiia that Glautte and Faus- 
aecopie should be superseded if, up<m minute 
enquiry^ he Was satisfied of their demerit ; and 
be was -osdeied to prooeed to the spot for the 
purpose of examining the affair, announcing 
their dismissalj if such dicsdd be his deci«on, 
and lepbuang them for the present by individuals 
of hb cboioe, until defimtive measures could be 
adopted* This bdng the fortunate moment to 
dinch the fate of Fausseoojne, and his worthless 
superior, Mr. Subenrille detailed his evidence 
with great deamess, and De Choufieur, sum-' 
inoned for the same purpose, deposed to his 
former oonfesskms. The prefect was prompt 
in his proceedings. He called in Faussecopie, 
and announced to him in no pleasured or minc- 
ing phrase, his dismissal from the trust he had 
abused. Faussecopie endeavoured to reply^ 
and in proof of his worthiness, betrayed the un^ 
happy, and, as bethought, dying Doctor, by 
offering to produce his letter offering allegiaiiit 



■<> 

l» Ml|Kilnm Jwl i g tilt iMtiidiid dijf^ held 
^ik^ aft KHMMMBit iMiiitedfe ckAw though 

Tilt fiift t t iikid Un ifiMrtliiklbiit.whioh' 
kftMnidlkMiitvuNAMtdi Iml H oould not tmiiw 
Alt Imn fgpt tt Mir. 8«liirfUli| i^iMBiiiMd 
ll ^iMi wt^ |himI| vhI *tiPO Of tinti 'wi^pit 

IMM militlt tf f«MMIM|Ni« Not fiOQ>iliQttn|^ 

HQ^ «ki^^ m h» ftm tmA Oltutte^ Mrawl pen 
ki )mi^ h(^ w«^ firobtbly fw the first time in 
HU lU^ Ukt^ cJT his gunrdi Mid he eonfeaaed 
iKi^ |ll^H^ But in f^fiy to the prefect *a demand 
w)\]f W ftukd to iiUorvi the government of the 
ui«^i;MUV of whii'h he avowed hia diaapproval, 
)M»iv|i)Wd lh«l gratitude towarda Glautte had 
lieeu hi« UH^ive for eoneea)m«it. ^^ Oratitudei 
haai^ iMan ) ^' exelaimed the indignant prefectt 
mii\g IWvM hia aeat» ^^ How durat you profiine a 
uawe «o aarred ! No» it ia too late«« nothing can 
tax'e you fttwu weU«inerited dii^raoei Retire 
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from my presence, and hold yourself ready to 
enter into the amplest account of your two 
years^ conduct in the execution of the sacred 
office of magistracy, which, like our blessed 
religion, cannot suffer pollution from the vileness 
of its ministers." 

^* Monsieur le Prefet, hear me," cried Faus« 
secopie in a canting tone, ^^ revering as I do the 
throne and the altar"^ — 

*^ Impious miscreant, away ! ^' reiterated the 
prefect, " or you wSl force me to proclaim your 

baseness by calling in the arm of the police to 

rid me of your presence ! ^ 

The miserable culprit walked out, and, fur- 
nished with a passport agned by himself, he 
quitted the vUlage that evening, and has never 
sinob, I hope, been heard of in its neighbour- 
hood. 

De Choufleur was stealing off by another 

door, near which he had been snuffling and 
crying during the whole of this touching scene, 
but the prefect stopped him by calling out 




r ili< Cliimlluiir, liMvn I jrmt Iwre di*- 

ml tliK rinkii' U) w)iidi y'»> IktIuii;; ;" (htm 

lu> |i(il, lliu i>]>)}»i>ilu Hup lit hi* etiat trrvT 

rvt\ rllilmn) " ynu liuvv itiilliwl ynur luAAe 

(pvrry driij--''-' --*ii'ii up mUfUtnfmx) 

but your ruiilfMliii clnim iitniit- indiil* 

MK: I'nftirliiii ivi' now iio llaslilli! 

•hi'ltiriou, wlivro a ii. Irirlli ami aUustum 

ilgtil Ih> iiiiU'tly iluiL 111 [niiiiil)»il witliout 

iblU'ly iIcKriuliiiK Kit f ly otirl niiilu You 

Aty l)trrrriiri< fNni|N< li'ttli ptiM'ii)hniuiir nnd KX' 

(nrturc. I Rimll Uy yotir com Xtttitn tha king, 
III ilifl tnnatitimc rctlra to yoiir rttnUonco, keep 
(|ulct, And iv|K*nt.'* 

" Oho I (>hn I oho I " lobbtiil UippoliW w he 
■tola twty t nnd that lritt«r tone wm tho tut at 
hU tlmt 1 t<vt>r Imppenod to htiiir. The prefoct 
roMtlvnl to miNpdml all dtviiionN on the uffkir of 
(llttuttf, MM hlN doitth might mvo the neccMity 
of liU dlNgfoce I but Glautto hod not tho ImM 
Intrntioii of dying. Ue oerttinly had t ftvth 
tmrnlytio atroke* and wm lubMKiuentlj' rtplicod 
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by a new mayor, a respectable mbabitant of 
one of the villages ; but for aught I know he still 
lingers on in his miserable dead-and-alive state, 
without exciting the least regret, and scarcely 
the least commiseration from the inbabitantsk 
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CRA^mjor. 



•mAa, iMwmm Ike 



fmttaptiei m ihe tun ji hini' of^aQojriiieiii nindi 
in» dvoiTB tfouod flD; fir creo Madame 
SUxniDelnd tfadkcB dT HipfjoSl^ and was 
fccoBciksd to nis iwaL I bad dfiippiEd niy 

Kcsed neenaarf to its ciMiipletioii^ rather 
Aan an intmaoo on lliednef a^jatii; ^oad while 
dbejr, en their parta, aecsed ptewed to caaiAgx 
mm mAt E^itc^ ametd dioK casual pieces of 
goodloek, Cnnfiaflj called a God-send; I, in 
dd waj, enold not hdp getting deeply inter- 
» and atriviaig to be intiBMitrily inlbnned in 



\i' 
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the minutest details of th^ former lives. I do 
not think I can convict myself of having had 
the lightest intention of committing any of 
this to print at the time. How could I ? for it 
never occurred to me to venture myself to the 
fiery ordeal of publication ; but merely from an 
inquisitive turn in interesting matters, I strove 
to make myself master of all I could. The re- 
sult was many a close conversation with such of 
the parties as were within my reach ; and some 
ficu^ts relating to the others I had at second hand. 
But my great help was in the journal kept 
faithfully by Mr. Sub^^ille, from his wedding 
day, in which was recorded (with a regularity 
and precision quite worthy the emulation of 
those who are.prone to that method of catching 
folly as it flies, and pinning their insect ob^erva- 
tioins to paper) almost all the leading.paijticukirs 
of my story. . I always thmk it ^ell to state the 
sources from whence my materials are drawn ; 
and I hope my readers will approve of what 
appears to me a laudable desire for accuracy. 



A% tlMT t^MTttt i^r 



^^V\ 



%*(»i^. "^^Wl^ ¥^« ftntlllM \^f<^ i«lh^Mtt^ 1^ tht" 

Vvs^\ iW vN^v xt^^i sNVV<^\\\l As\\>^\lu\^^ U» 0>\ IV 
\\Vx V \\S-^ ^ ^V" VN'AM H^>M UkvlN U» Ih^ 
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chance and change which hover over human 
projects. 

This letter was from the elder Mr. Mowbray, 
and it stated in substance^ that since he wrote 
last, he had experienced a severe though not 
dangerous return of illness. Thai under those 
circumstances he found himself utterly unable 
to cope with the perilous cares of business, un- 
aided by the presence of his son. That he coo^ 
sidered it essential to abandon for the present, 
the scheme of transplanting the old trunk of their 
prosperity, to a new soil ; for as to carrying on 
both establishments, he pronounced it impossible. 
He spoke of the hope of seeing his son again, 
with his beauteous bride. He finally prayed 
him to get married as quick as possible ; hoped 
his letter would arive in sufficient time to bear 
his blessing as their accompaniment to the altar, 
and begged that instantly after they were united, 
they would embark in the first ship sailing from 
Havre, and remcwe all his doubts and fears of 
their compliance with what he would not call a 



su 

vmmmaA, koomag that io ^ving it the fonn of 
a request, he ensured its amplest and most im- 
ifywli***' fblfihueat. 
. Thu OUiwd fpcal and sudden grief to all the 
putics ^wept Edmnd, and ercn be fdt straag^ 
for the onhififRneis about to be inftetod ab Mr. ■ 
SuberriOe and bk.wife. Madame wqit.jden- 
tcoualy €n thu oecanon, but Mr. SubcrviDe ' 
■notbcr«d all appearance of emotiaii* and «u 
the first to say to I^eome agd .Edmnd, *f You 
aiutt go-" I was pnaeitt at dus wene, md I 
was certainly astooished at his apparent indif- 
ference ; but I found afterwards that his feelings 
resembled flints, which, though poseesung cokU 
oesB and hardness more than oHninoD, yet, 
when Btnick upon by the proper metal, send 
forth sparks of a brighter flame than softer euh- 
Btances may emit. 

To get fast to the «id of my story, Leonie 
and Edward were married ; and, a week aftcT' 
wards, having taken leave of Madame Suber- 
ville^ who was cheated into a belief that they 
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were soon again to return, they set off for Havre 
to embark for Philadelphia, aoGompanied by 
Liselte, who would not abandon Leonie, and 
escorted to the sea ade by Mr. Suberville, 
Alfred, and myself, Mr. Wilson having some 
days before set out for England. 

Our short journey was truly melancholy. I 
may be well supposed to have been the person 
least affected, but I really could not witness the 
scene unmoved. Alfred seemed deeply to regret 
the loss of his dear couan Leonie, and his 
valued friend Mowbray ; but there was a man> 
liness in his honest sorrow that kept him up. 
Mowbray himself, with all his happiness, felt as 
if a heavy cloud were passing between him and 
the bright rays he 'had been basking in. Lisette 
was blubbering without any reqnte. Leonie 
sat beside Mr. Suberville, with his hands be« 
tween hers, and the big tears rolling down her 
cheeks in continuous drops. He spake not, nor 
did he weep — then; but sighs that seemed 
almost to choke him, burst unceasingly from the 

VOL. III. a 
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A. :iinmEsr ^«z» •lau.nK item: ixp ^ 

'It inr*" irvi>;:in£ i irx^.TTxcihr iSrwrx:. 

." 11-=. z-^^-snnic fi AU' irrrix. "Ticri ha^ a 
r/«m iiiii iT'niiiff"' ssitanj.ir ?3:,'u:;rc-* 1:1 o^his^^ 

onMAiDLrt^i I cianuf; /r '¥'inj, Miav rvsoDi- 
]K^i;a2liID^ iiwi: Tiianf^ unt '^ ^s:^^ a^^i the inns 
jnumal** it i luifcif Wtr go* li«ii acciini- 
yrrcr mu^x irffe^Tc ; aund the niijht 
jm«4r JwsTTux «iKmc3u When morning 
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dawned all was in motion, for the wind had 
realij shifted to a fiiToraUe point, and every 
hand in the numoous fleet was employed in 
making ready for the turn of the tide> which 
was to take place at nine o^dock. During this 
period the quay was a scene of indescribable 
confusion: What with loading of baggages 
pulling of nqxs, wdghing of anchors, bending 
of sails, shouting on board the ships, and an- 
swering uproar from the porters, boatmen and 
sailors on shore, and passoogers hurriedly em- 
barking, one might hare thought it impossible 
that all these elements of disorder could ever 
sub^e into a calm; and it seemed full as diHi- 
cult that feding and sentiment should in such a 
scene find space or leisure for expression. Yet 
durii^ this bustling interval what scenes of heart- 
felt sorrow did I see displayed, frcHU objects 
that seemed to stand isolated and unobserv- 
ed by all the rest, who each followed the impulse 
of th«r own emoUons, unnoticed in their turns. 

It U needless to dwell here on the painful pic« 

tt 2 



S4^ TUB IWtiL A¥ ^«m)iX^. 



mmmhI mmkv Bod «4rdB ^ j»rMi|» vt 
xoiit jm4 1 tummK All ilir liNMkvii^^ uf hi^ 

ll«m W^H^ Hi ii M iMKtK All ^lillMe^ fl^U^ 

iiHdi Iwc W» d fcg i i w N hf^ (MM<evU¥r^ her iih)4v 

>».'d«K^ w^vWArv^ But Mr SuU^vUlc >\i»> 

. ■« « 

i,»^v // ^" \vur?t>nr >»K»' >fli-4i* iv» irxN*\l xh\v^^ s^vm> 
^n,V K^'r >\"* Mfs SuWniiW iht^rv^ wjis iu> 
V^^ ^^ s*^-^ c^^i^Ji ^i^ ^ftx^r ihi* !»i\l hour. \t» 

ij)|i^ ^»« ^-MivN '>iVs. i^^l Ik4I fvvrih «i imunistnl 
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charm for its dediiie. Blank and desolate, all 
that the world contained of brightness or joy 
seemed now receding from him, and the pitiless 
tide that just began to ^ow away, was like some 
remorseless monster about to carry off the stay 
and scdaoe of his old age. He felt all this, I am 
sure, for he looked it ; and while he clasped his 
arms conTuMTely round Leonie^s neck, I saw 
him weep, as if he had been all his life a weeper, 
although he neyer perhaps had had a wet eye 
before that wretched day. 

This was not to last longer. Mowbray had 
taken his manly farewell of us all, Leonie had 
given me her graceful and friendly adieu, and 
had warmly embraced Alfred whom she loved 
so well ; but she stiD stood clasped in the arms 
that had so crft emlMaced her, but never as they 
did now. The sails were all set, the crew in 
their various positions, the master at the helm ; 
repeated calls, unattended to by the afflicted 
Suberville, who was losing his all, and the 
scarce less wretdied Leooie, who forgot that 

q3 



M0 I'M V<ll^«« AV 9irAWt, 

^^^^^^r* ^ ▼ *^ ^^^^▼^W ■ ▼^^^^^ ^^ V V V ^^hK^^^*H& ^'^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^v^ ^W^^^w* ^^■^^^Fr 

M^H^' MibiU 1^ w«» iiMyi|M*Mi th0 itkl ttimi 

jk% Ik 4h% i-«Oi > t^> \\u\m> whioh \\«»ulcl tmvc: 

«SUUIMMV Mk «\)\aN^v) M|(|,a| All \%\\ WM'iX c||'liltt|jr 

y\fA%s\x \ IwiJo Ii<i^'\^i4l \i\ \U0 |HUM mittVit'rl', tut 

^^is M\%U\\\ Ur \^«i»» hihI Mllc^i <4 ticmtiy kihI 

lii4ivU.\ l»>iiNfvukii\^ wuli AIiVihI, 1 iiiivw Miy 



kaapsack acrofis my ahouUen^ took my gun 
linder my aim, called Bangor to my bed, and 
vndked aivay finim the place. As I pa.'ssed oirer 
the ground so latdy the scene of auch animation, 
there was scarodya Ihni^ okgect peroeiTahle. 
The whole population seemed to have crowded 
towards the pier, following as fiur as they could 
that multitude of gallant vessds going rajadly 
before thewind. Four or five lately anived barks 
lay lubborlike in the docks, but not so moch 
as a streamer fluttered fitom them to qieak them 
<« things of life.*" J hunied seawards, but not by 
the common track, for I needed silence, if not 
solitude ; and I mounted the steep ascent which 
rises abo¥e the town, and stn^^ed acroas the 
hills that overlook the ocean, towards the lo¥d j 
glen in.whidi the villi^ of AidaisK nepoaes. 

.When I reached the tf^MWWt levd, and threw 
down my unobstnicted g^tae upon the broad 
ocean, I bdidd a ^orious Tiew indeed. The 
aiure erpanee was as smooth as ^ass. Not a 
wrinkle was risible on its aonene fine, which 



tMiivti HI vv^ im^fttt tiNirMilhr ^tppn^ it ttvhave 
iw nwiwi t n rlir tir^ lifniir cif if » creoilion^ in the 
.«prr nmayvnvi^ viif th«? xvnrtfi* ^p^ its ^iHIk« wan 
waiu t tn \9m* li w iKnt m» ^^rnv«m nr stillied hy 
: fc » ^ » » K'fe > M im ^ %tn*f*trhiKii»n«i wHieb the mniin :tn<i 
tHi^vtMrth ^••nt .ifn^ ir. NV:<ii4y ^^pivoft iipnn thin 
'm»t TifaMi \tMi» tb«^ im^fwlic ti«et« the ^rhtte 
^aiiki li^ ^ t m if likip :i v^mteiy enrampment ; for 
tvliwe r - m wi ^ HM^ niotifin was vinihk* in the 
slMMik nMT \«iift clieir pmKr«*««i civ he tiUnni^iihed 
m ht* ^•nilr <urfji«> 'vti^rt» ihev >>ipenieci u\ -^fanti. 

i*>rfWAr\' Wn> I ^v tor iniH-s imisin'r an 'h»» 

'u^ ,nvi^ yjt ^ .nr^M- . isfonini^ 'o thif^ inuniiiir ot' 
!io uti\ Um -tH'turfi .>k't» 'h»» ?'^npiintf linn 

^i«uut, liAt tior uinecunni iikt» >itiow-rt;iko>j ni#»lf- 
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Little by little the fleet was dissolving from 
nijr gaze ; yet the confused and shadowy forms 
of the ships were all the while visible, but they 
seemed to die away from my sight, as a flight 
of wild swans which the observer follows in the 
heavens, till he can only mark their fading 
forms like the fragments of dim and distant 
clouds. Without whdly forgetting the more 
peculiar objects of my intorest, Mowbray and 
Leonie, vanishing thus away, my mind took a 
range for whose locality not even the wide ex- 
tent before roe was enough. It wandered far 
across the ocean, to rest on those distant shores 
whei^ Edward and his young bride were going 
to pass long years of love and joy; and I 
thought of the many men who in that very fleet 
were abandoning thdr native Europe, to dare 
the perilous trials of Transatlantic life. I 
imagined those adventurers in their youthful 
enthusiasm, giving up every tie of nature, the 
whole earth before them " whereto choose^' — 
not a resting-place — ^fbr a young and ardent 
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for America, and felt Europe too narrow for the 
free breathing of his mind. He gave uninter- 
rupted and tender attention to his uncle, and to 
his aunt as well, during her Ufetime, which ter- 
roinated about two years after Leonie s depar- 
ture. Mr. Suberville then at last }'ielded to the 
arguments of his nej^ew, the pressing solicita- 
tions of Mowbray and Leonie, and the secret 
wishes of his heart; and seeing his beloved 
country rapidly sinking back under new in- 
fluences, to that state which all liberal men had 
hoped was never to return, he converted his 
litde property into cash, and sought in the arms 
of his long-loved Leonie a pillow for his old age, 
and in the seil of a free country a resting-place 
for his bones. 

Edward Mowbray and his ^ife were received 
by his father with the warmth of an affection 
that only ceased with life. His complaint had 
taken a serious turn, and after some lingering 
months of mixed enjoyment and suffering he 
died, leaving all his fortune to his son. It was 
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